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   It’s a pleasure to send you 

this latest edition of the Aero-

space Retirees’ Club         News-

letter!  This  newslet ter ,  

and  our  ARC web site, 

www.aeroretirees.org, are re-

sources with information and 

tools that we hope will be 

of benefit to Aerospace 

retirees. 

   For example, our web-

site now includes a      

directory with the names 

of all ARC members, and 

our ARC board members 

can assist you in contact-

ing other ARC members 

when you don’t know their 

email address or phone num-

ber.  We are sharing only 

names of ARC members on our 

website so that your personal 

information is protected.  In ad-

dition, we want a resource 

that’s easier to keep current. 

   The newsletter and the ARC 

website also provide corporate 

news and links to corporate re-

sources. I hope you will check 

out the website and let us know 

what you think. 

   The ARC Board has attempted 

to expand the club into a more 

comprehensive resource to all 

of our members. The club has a 

history of promoting activities 

that have been primarily tailored 

to retirees in Southern California.   

Your Board has elected to reach 

out to other Aerospace retirees 

residing across the country.  I’m 

happy to report that ARC mem-

bers in the Washington D.C. re-

gion held a luncheon in March to 

hear news on retiree benefits 

and health care.  This 

group is motivated to 

meet regularly during the 

year to share the latest in-

formation and socialize 

with fellow retirees. 

We’ve added two new 

members to the ARC 

Board, Lisi Jackson and 

Janet Hiatt, who will pro-

mote ARC activities in the region.  

Also, we’re looking for ways to 

enhance the club’s presence in 

other regions such as Florida, 

Colorado, and New Mexico.  I 

hope to hear from ARC members 

from these areas who might want 

to help. 

   The ARC is your club.  Let me 

remind you again that your ARC 

Board wants to provide infor-

mation and services that we hope 

will be of benefit to ARC mem-

bers. If you have suggestions or 

questions, feel free to contact me 

at daveevans1@cox.net.   I look 

forward to hearing from you.  

President’s Column 

Dave Evans 
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Is Your Membership 

Current? 

Check the address label 

on this issue of the News-

letter or your e-mail to 

make sure you are going 

to receive future issues! 

If you need to renew or 

make changes to the 

information we have on 

you, please see the mem-

bership form on page 16. 

Remember, you may 

renew for multiple 

years—or for life!   

From the Editor 

Linda Stephenson 

       

  

   This month’s newsletter intro-

duces our two new board mem-

bers:  Janet Hiatt and Lisi Jack-

son, and reports on the lunch-

eon held by members in the 

Washington D.C. area.  As usual 

we have pictures from the Holi-

day Luncheon and summaries of 

the talks given by Jenny Shan-

non and Judy Gonser. We are 

also starting a new feature 

called “Travel Tips,” and  have 

an article from John Stevens re-

counting the challenges of buy-

ing a historic adobe in  Santa 

Fe, New Mexico.  One disap-

pointment is that there were no 

other submissions from mem-

bers.  I want to encourage 

members to submit articles on 

your life or travel experiences 

for publication.  The process is 

simple.  Just e-mail an  arti-

cle of 600 words or           

less with pictures, to                      

aeroretirees@gmail.com.    

   This newsletter is my last as 

editor.  It has been an interest-

ing and sometimes frustrating 

experience.  It has been inter-

esting because I have enjoyed 

the problem of fitting things to-

gether to make a coherent 

whole.  It has been frustrating at 

times dealing with the mechan-

ics of producing the newsletter.  

Microsoft Publisher is not my 

favorite product to use, but it 

does help put out a polished 

product. It has been an experi-

ence I will not forget.  

 NOTICE 

The expressions of opinion in the  

Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter 

are the opinions of the writers and 

not necessarily those of the 

Aerospace Retirees’ Club or The 

Aerospace Corporation.  

   

How  to Contact Us 

    The ARC Mailing address is 

Aerospace Retirees Club 

P.O. Box 2194 

El Segundo, CA 90245  

     The ARC e-mail address is 

aeroretirees@gmail.com 

      The ARC voicemail is             

(310) 336-2582   

The ARC Website is 

www.aeroretirees.org 

Websites of Interest 

Aerospace Corporation   
aerospace.org 

Aerospace Retirees Portal  
retirees.aerospace.org 

Crosslink   aerospace.org/
publications/crosslink-
magazine/ 

The Orbiter is posted each 
month on the Aerospace Re-
tirees Portal; click on 
“News and Events.”  You 
can also  receive it by 
email.  Send your re-
quest via email to: 
monthlyorbiter@aero.org 
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Janet Hiatt 

Appointed 

Member 

 

 

   I retired in February of 2013, 

after 47 years with Aerospace.  I 

joined the San Bernardino Oper-

ations right out of high school as 

a secretary to a section manager 

in the Reliability Department and 

moved to El Segundo in 1972 

when SBO was disbanded. In 

1985, I was selected to be secre-

tary to the senior vice president 

of Engineering, Dr. Max Weiss.  I 

had the privilege of serving ten 

distinguished individuals in that 

position and was the back-up 

secretary to five of our six pres-

idents.   

   In 2008, I had the great good 

fortune to marry Bill Hiatt and 

moved to Virginia, where I 

found work in the Electronic 

Programs Division, supporting 

Joe Strada and Jack Maguire.  

Being collocated with our 

SIGINT customer in a govern-

ment facility was quite different 

from being on the 6th floor of 

A1, but it was a great experi-

ence nonetheless. 

   Now that we’re retired, Bill 

and I are traveling more than 

ever. Our next big adventure is 

to South Africa, Botswana and 

Zimbabwe.  We also enjoy 

cooking (and eating!) and plan 

to take dance lessons and go to 

golf school. 

   I am excited about being on 

the ARC board and I’m hoping 

that we can launch an East 

Coast branch.  So far, we’ve had 

two lunches and both were 

deemed successful by the at-

tendees.  We seem to have en-

thusiasm for more of the same 

and I’m hoping we can continue 

to increase our membership on 

this coast.  

 

Lisi Jackson  

Appointed   

Member 

 

   I retired on 1 January 2013 as a 

Division Business Manager.  

From the late 1960s until 1993, I 

lived and worked in American 

Samoa, Hawaii and California. In 

the fall of 1993, my husband, 

Gary Jackson, transferred from 

Aerospace/El Segundo to       

Aerospace/Chantilly, VA.   Gary, 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 4) 

—-  ARC Board News-— 

 

ARC Board at Holiday Luncheon 

New Board Members 
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Fischer and his wife Peggy, Bill 

and Janet Hiatt, Robert Hughes, 

Laurie Iwatake, Gary Jackson, 

Hans Keithley, Jack Kinsey, 

Sandy Kratt, Jim Pearson, 

Kearney and Marilyn Shaw, 

Dave Smith and his wife Lou, 

Peter Sowa and his wife Teresa, 

and Dave Straw.  

   Charlotte Lazar-Morrison, Hu-

man Resources General Manag-

er, was the invited guest and 

spoke to the group about cur-

rent company events and retir-

ee benefits and answered ques-

tions. Mary Waddell from the 

Chantilly Human Resources of-

fice also attended and was 

available to answer questions. 

There was a lot of enthusiasm 

from the attendees to have 

more retiree events  in the D.C. 

area.  

    We returned to the Crystal 

Ballroom at the Hacienda Hotel 

in El Segundo for our annual 

holiday luncheon.  As usual, 

there was a holiday theme.  The 

room had a beautifully decorat-

ed Christmas tree and the ta-

bles were decorated with white 

tablecloths, red and green nap-

kins, and poinsettias were the 

centerpieces.  Two bars were 

set up in the dining room; both 

were opened and ready by 11 

a.m., and remained open 

throughout the luncheon.   

   Tables were set up in the foyer 

for check-in and the Aerospace 

Federal Credit Union.  Past 

luncheon photos were set up in 

the dining room by Pat Downing. 

   Molly Roberts and Michael 

Arispe represented the Credit 

Union and provided information 

and Visa gift cards for sale 

(minus the service charge).  They 

also gave away hot/cold packs 

and donated $50 Visa gift cards 

for the raffle.  Jim Carroll demon-

strated the new ARC website in 

the dining room.  Candid photos, 

along with a group photo of the 

Board, were taken by Eric Ham-

burg and Frank Goroszko. 

   The menu choices were Grilled 

Salmon Fillet, Herb Roasted 

Chicken and a Vegetarian Plate.  

Included with the entrees, were:  

rolls and butter, spinach salad, 

coffee, hot and iced tea, and red 

velvet cake for dessert.   

   After lunch, Mike Drennan re-

ported on the status of the com-

pany.  Jenny Shannon, Aerospace 

assistant treasurer, reported on 

pension status, and Judy Gonser 

discussed medical insurance 

rates and the impact of the Af-

fordable Care Act (see the relat-

ed articles for details, page 6). 

   The Credit Union raffled off two 

$50 Visa gift cards.  Two $25 

Trader Joes gift cards were raf-

fled off.   The center piece poin-

settias were given to the table 

occupant whose birthday was 

closest to Christmas.  Tina 

thanked the retirees for coming 

and invited them to the next 

luncheon in June.  

I and our two daughters settled 

in Northern Virginia where we 

have resided for the last 20 

years. 

   I joined Aerospace-East in the 

fall of 1993. I had the honor of 

directly supporting five Gen-

eral Managers from Imagery 

Programs Division, Advanced 

Technology Division and Sys-

tems Engineering & Ground 

Division under the National Sys-

tems Group.  It was a privilege 

to also work closely with so 

many brilliant Aerospace engi-

neers, Aerospace staff mem-

bers and government custom-

ers.  

   My husband and I moved from 

Northern Virginia to Lake Anna, 

VA in August 2013. Our two 

daughters and five grandchil-

dren are within an hour+ drive 

from the lake house. I have en-

joyed numerous trips with 

friends and family since I re-

tired and plan on continuing the 

adventures.  Gary and I enjoy 

boating and helping out our 

community. I am a board mem-

ber on my community associa-

tion; Treasurer of Native Ameri-

can Council; board member of 

ARC; and a fun grandparent!  

   On Tuesday, March 11, the 

second luncheon of the ARC-

Washington D.C. Area branch 

was held at the Olive Garden in 

Fairfax, Virginia. Attendees in-

cluded Neal Baker, Mary-Alice 

Cohen, Dave Edwards, Robert 

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 3) 

ARC Washington D.C. 

Area Luncheon 
Janet Hiatt 

Jim Pearson, Janet and Bill Hiatt 

ARC Holiday 

Luncheon 
Tina  Pool 
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Photos from the  Holiday Luncheon 

George Iwanaga, Harry Featherstone, Jim Stoll, Irv Hauptman 
Drew Milstead 

Dora Vallarta and Bettye Carmicheal 

Marianne Matheis 

Corliss Bond and Carole Ness 

Marie Fedele Jim Elliot Dick Stark 

Joe Vann John Murdock and Bill Spindler 

Matt and Marjorie Mims Jim Slattery  and Ron Rector 

Photos by  Eric 

Hamburg and Frank 

Goroszko 
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Here are some of the recent 

changes: 

 The DDB for retirees with de-

pendents increased by $20 

(twice that of single retiree) 

effective January 1, 2014 

 Anthem Medicare PPO pre-

miums increased by 2% but 

retirees with a spouse  actual-

ly saw a slight decrease be-

cause of the increase to the 

DDB 

 Anthem Senior Secure premi-

ums increased by 4% 

 Kaiser Senior Advantage pre-

miums increased by 6.7%.  

However, coverage is still 

free for Tier A retirees 

   In the future, the plan is to an-

nounce Open Enrollment in a let-

ter mailed to retirees and have 

the majority of Open Enrollment 

material on the retiree website. 

 

What is the impact of the ACA  on 

our plans? 

 

   Over the past few months, I 

have received several calls from 

retirees who are concerned 

about the impact of the ACA on 

the Aerospace retiree medical 

plans.  Because most retirees are 

Medicare eligible (1800 out of 

1950) and out of those, 1300 are 

enrolled in a PPO plan, for pur-

poses of this article, I will focus 

on the Anthem Blue Cross PPO 

plan. 

   To refresh your memory, Medi-

care Part D Prescription Plans 

were implemented in 2006.  Indi-

vidual Medicare D plans have 

what is called the “donut hole.”  

That means that after $2,830 had 

been spent for covered prescrip-

tions, individuals had to pay 

100% of the drug costs until 

they had paid $4,550 out of 

pocket before plan started pay-

ing again.  Under a provision of 

the ACA, the donut hole will be 

closing by 2020.  This means 

that the government is incre-

mentally decreasing the 

amount that someone has to pay 

for their prescriptions while 

they are in the donut hole.     

Although the $4,550 amount still 

applies, in 2013 and 2014, in-

stead of paying 100% of the 

cost of a brand drug, individu-

als pay 47.5% of the cost.  That 

amount gradually decreases to 

25% in 2020. 

   The Aerospace plan is consid-

ered a “Premier” Medicare D 

Prescription Plan because it 

does not have the donut hole 

provision.  Because our plan 

provides richer coverage than 

what is available in the individ-

ual Medicare D market, Anthem 

has received rebates for our 

PPO plan from the Centers for 

Medicare and Medicaid Ser-

vices (CMS). These rebates 

have been given back to Aero-

space and we have passed 

them on to retirees either as a 

monthly credit on pension 

checks or, as in 2013, a lump 

sum. 

 

How does all this impact PPO 

premiums for Medicare eligible 

retirees? 

 

   Because of these discounts on 

brand drugs when a retiree 

reaches the donut hole, Aero-

space has been able to negoti-

ate lower premiums for the An-

them PPO plan.  Historically ap-

proximately 39% of Aerospace 

retirees reach the donut hole.  

However this is transparent to 

them because of our Premier 

Medicare D plan.  In 2012, we 

were able to reduce the individu-

al monthly premiums from $523 

to $437 and in 2013, we further 

reduced them from $437 to $413.  

2014 is stable with a 2% increase 

 

What can we expect after 2014? 

 

   Over past 12 years, retiree 

medical has been like a roller 

coaster ride:  We have had large 

cost increases followed by peri-

ods of stability.  We are in a sta-

bility period right now, but we all 

know there is no free lunch.  At 

some point, things will change 

and the Company will have to 

adapt again. In the meantime, 

enjoy the stability for 2014 and 

the increase in AERP payment 

value if you’re in the variable 

fund.  

   The AERP plan increased from 
$1.18 billion to $1.93 billion with 
the company contributing $59 
million into the plan and after 
benefit payments of $122 million.  
The Pension Plan is well funded 
with the funding level estimated 
at 92%.  The variable benefit in-
creased by 8.5% and the unit val-
ue went from 9.07 to 9.84.  As a 
result, AERP Variable partici-
pants saw an increase of about 4-
6%, on average, in their January 
checks. 
   The unit values for Alternative 
Variable decreased 3.7% from 
2.61 to 2.51 and the Portfolio A 
unit value decreased 3.6% from 
3.13 to 3.01.   All AERP partici-
pants will receive a COLA. 
      Finally the Plan Assets in Trust 
on September 30, 2013, was 
$145.5 million and the return in 
FY13 was 11.9%.  

Retiree Medical 
Judy Gonser 

Pension Status 
Jenny Shannon 
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   In my younger days, I used to 

carry my social security card in 

my wallet at all times. It seemed 

like an important document to 

have with me, should I ever need 

to prove my identity or fill out 

paperwork. Today, I keep the 

bare minimum of personal infor-

mation with me. Why? It is all 

about risk management; if my 

wallet is stolen, I want to limit the 

amount of personal information 

that could be potentially compro-

mised.  

   The tactics we employ to pro-

tect our personal information 

must evolve to meet the ever 

changing ways in which people 

intentionally (or unknowingly) 

share their information. To that 

end, I've put together a list of 

basic steps that every member 

should take to protect them-

selves when working online: 

 

   Use different passwords for 

all online websites - The aver-

age member interacts with multi-

ple websites on a daily basis.  

Your email, online banking, and 

even social networking sites are 

just a few of the many places that 

you frequent online.  Make sure 

to use different passwords for 

each of the websites that you ac-

cess. Doing so will limit the ex-

posure to your personal infor-

mation should one of the sites be 

compromised by hackers. 

   Use password management 

software to store all those 

passwords - Free password 

management software, such as 

the KeePass Password Safe, can 

be used to store all of your 

passwords in use. The software 

can also create strong pass-

words for you automatically, so 

you don't have to create them 

from scratch. Cutting and past-

ing the password from the soft-

ware into the website when you 

login also means you don’t 

need to try and remember mul-

tiple passwords anymore! 

 

   Use anti-virus software from 

a major vendor - Hackers are 

increasingly shifting their focus 

to infecting PCs by installing 

malware unbeknownst to users 

who are simply browsing web-

sites on their computer.  Anti-

virus software from a reputable 

vendor (McAfee, Norton, F-

Secure, Kaspersky, just to name 

a few) is your first line of de-

fense against these types of at-

tacks.  Just installing the anti-

virus software isn't enough; 

make sure the software is con-

figured to automatically receive 

virus database updates without 

user intervention.  This will en-

sure that your PC is protected 

from the latest known viruses 

circulating on the Internet. 

    

Keep operating systems and 

major applications updated - 

Operating system providers rou-

tinely issue patches for their soft-

ware, as do major application 

providers such as Oracle and 

Adobe. Configuring your com-

puter to automatically download 

and install these patches is the 

most sure-fire way to ensure that 

they are kept up-to-date. 

 

   Remove all personal data 

from devices before disposing 

of them - When disposing of an 

old computer, make sure that the 

hard drive in the computer has 

been erased (or removed and 

physically destroyed) before tak-

ing it to the recycling center. The 

same goes for old cell phones; 

performing a factory reset on the 

device will delete any personal 

data that would otherwise linger 

on the device when it is no long-

er in your possession. 

 

   Beware of phishing attacks - 

Phishing involves sending an 

email with links to infected web-

sites or with infected email at-

tachments. The email often ap-

pears to be coming from a legiti-

mate source. Do not click on 

links in emails or open attach-

ments from unknown sources. 

Taking a moment to verify the 

authenticity of the email by con-

tacting the sender via a separate 

email or phone call will head off 

most of these types of phishing 

attacks.  

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 8) 

Keeping Your Personal 

Information Safe 

 
Greg Moran 
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   Be cautious of what infor-

mation you divulge on social 

media sites - Be careful not to 

divulge too much personal       

information via these sites. Iden-

tity thieves often view these sites 

to assist them in profiling their 

potential victims. Seemingly in-

nocent posts regarding your 

birth date, place of employment 

or vacation plans are examples 

of information that can be used 

against you. 

 

   Personalize your AeroAccess 

username - When it comes to 

utilizing AFCU's AeroAccess in-

ternet banking website, chang-

ing your default username to 

something user-defined is an 

easy way of protecting your 

online account from unauthorized 

access.  You can easily make this 

change by accessing the Update 

User ID link on the Account Ser-

vices menu within AeroAccess. 

    

   Use online alerts to keep 

track of account activity - 

AeroAccess provides multiple 

types of alerts that can be used to 

notify you of activity that has 

been performed on your ac-

count. Custom alerts give you 

timely notification of changes to 

your AFCU account and help 

minimize account fraud should 

your online account be compro-

mised. 

Following these simple steps will 

go a long way in protecting your 

information and give you peace 

of mind when conducting busi-

ness in today's digital world.  

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 7) 

   If you have had access to 

the Aerospace Retirees’ News-

letter, you know that one of the 

most important things we do is 

to provide a forum for the trav-

els and other experiences of 

our fellow retirees.  Our mem-

bers have often had the ability 

to travel widely.  I know that I, 

particularly, enjoy reading 

about the experiences of others 

as they travel around the world.    

   So, the reader can take this as 

a blatant attempt to encourage 

more of my fellow retirees to 

make the effort to record their 

experiences (including pic-

tures) and submit them for in-

clusion in the newsletter.   The 

process is fairly simple.  Submit 

your article by sending an e-

mail to our mailbox at aeroretir-

ees@gmail.com.  You can also 

send hard copy to our mailing 

address (see back page for the 

address).   

   If you submit your material 

electronically, we do have 

some preferences. We use Mi-

crosoft Publisher as the tool to 

put the newsletter together. In 

constructing the newsletter, it is 

much easier if the material sub-

mitted is in Word format for text 

and JPEG for pictures.  If you 

can’t manage that, I do have 

access to conversion utilities.  

Try to limit your article to about 

600 words and three pictures.  

That fits nicely on a page. 

   So think about it and submit 

something!!!    

     We will be returning to the 

Ports O’Call Restaurant in San 

Pedro again this year for our 

spring luncheon.   It has proven 

to be a place that offers a great 

experience every time we’re 

there.  It is a favorite of both ARC 

members and the Board because 

the set up works, the prices are 

better than most, the food and 

service are good, it’s convenient, 

and the parking is free!       

   The luncheon will be held on 

Wednesday, June 11, 2014, with 

the social hour beginning at 

11:00 a.m., and lunch at noon.  

We will be upstairs in the 

Bridgeview Room with its tall 

windows that offer expansive 

views of the harbor‘s main chan-

nel and the Vincent Thomas 

Bridge.   An elevator is available.     

The deadline for reservations is 

Monday, June 2, 2014.  The res-

ervation form is on page 9.   A 

map with directions can be found 

on the back page of this newslet-

ter.  

   As we did last year, we will not 

have speakers; but we will be 

inviting Aerospace employees 

from HR and Finance, and Credit 

Union representatives who will 

be on hand to share information 

informally, and answer ques-

tions. 

   Last year the ARC offered a tour 

of the USS Iowa, which was well-

received.  So, although we will 

not be booking the tour this year, 

the Board wanted to provide the 

information for those who may be 

interested.  Tickets can be pur-

chased and printed on-line. See 

the advertisement on page 10.                     

Share Your Experiences 
Linda  Stephenson 

June Luncheon 
Tina Pool 
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The Aerospace Retirees’ Club 
 

Invites you and your guest to join us for our Spring Luncheon 

Wednesday, June 11, 2014 
 

Ports O’Call Restaurant 
Berth 76, Port of Los Angeles 

San Pedro, Ca 90731 
(See map and directions on back page) 

 

Bridgeview Room 
(Second floor; elevator available) 

 

No-host bar opens at 11 a.m. 

Lunch will be served at 12 noon 
 

Price is $32 per person 

Please respond by June 2, 2014, using the form below.  
 

For last minute changes in luncheon plans, or questions, please phone:  

Tina Pool 310-673-7504 or Pat Bohlke 310-674-1882 
 

A refund will be made only with 72-hour cancellation notice. 
Refunds after that time will be subject to approval by the board. 

----------------------------------------------------Please cut on line------------------------------------------------------------ 

Reservations for Spring Luncheon, June 11, 2014 
 

Please return this form by June 2, 2014 along with a check for $32 per person made payable to the "Aerospace 

Retirees' Club" to ensure your reservation(s).  Indicate menu choice(s) and name(s). 
 

Your telephone number please (            )                                      Email ___________________________________ 

 
Member Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge) ______________________________________________ 
  Chicken Piccata (Classic Lemon Garlic Sauce)                                        ________ 

  Fettucine Alfredo (Butter, Cream, Romano and Parmesan Cheeses)  ________ 

  Baked King Salmon (Lemon-Butter, Fresh Parsley )        ________ 
 

Guest Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge) ________________________________________________ 
  Chicken Piccata (Classic Lemon Garlic Sauce)                                        ________ 

  Fettucine Alfredo (Butter, Cream, Romano and Parmesan Cheeses)  ________ 

  Baked King Salmon (Lemon-Butter, Fresh Parsley )        ________ 
 

  Please cut from page and return to the following address. 

Aerospace Retirees’ Club 

Luncheon Reservations 

P. O. Box 2194 

El Segundo, CA 90245 

 

   How do you prefer to receive ARC mailings?       Email______          US Mail_____         Email and US mail_____ 

If none is checked, future mailings will continue according to previous preferences. 
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 In her mid-year 

CEO’s Report to 

Employees, Dr. 

Wanda Austin 

announced new 

corporate officer 

assignments and 

a restructuring of the company’s 

cyber business. 

   Dr. Dave Gorney will be pro-

moted to executive vice presi-

dent for the corporation and will 

retain his leadership of the Space 

Systems Group and will continue 

to oversee its support staff. Space 

Program Operations and Space 

Launch Operations will continue 

to report into the SSG organiza-

tion. The executive vice presi-

dent position was vacated on the 

retirement of Dr. Joe Straus from 

that position on July 1, 2008. 

   Upon the retirement of Mike 

Drennan, Dr. Wayne Goodman 

will be promoted to senior vice 

president, Operations and Sup-

port Group (OSG). Goodman is 

currently vice president of Space 

Program Operations. With a stra-

tegic focus within Aerospace ad-

ministrative organizations, Good-

man will lead a single organiza-

tion that integrates Finance, Hu-

man Resources, The Aerospace 

Institute, Facilities, Corporate 

Communications and Public Af-

fairs, Security and Safety, and 

EEO functions. Current OSG 

roles and responsibilities remain 

the same. 

   Dr. Malina Hills, currently gen-

eral manager for MILSATCOM, 

will be promoted to vice presi-

dent of Space Program Opera-

tions, succeeding Goodman. 

   All corporate officer changes 

will be effective July 1. 

   Austin praised Drennan for his 

more than 10 years of service to 

Aerospace, noting that “his 

leadership and commitment 

have been an inspiration to us 

all.” 

   She singled out his leadership 

during recent corporate chal-

lenges, including “shrinking 

budgets, sequestration, the 

government shutdown, and a 

number of culture changes.” 

She also called out his acting 

skills in popular videos de-

signed to help employees un-

derstand how to be smarter 

healthcare consumers. 

   In recognition of the growing 

importance of cyber, Austin 

said Aerospace will reorganize 

elements of the Computers and 

Software Division (CSD) and the 

Communications and Network-

ing Division (CND) within the 

Engineering and Technology 

Group. The Cyber Security 

Subdivision will move from 

CSD to CND, and CND will be 

renamed the Communications 

and Cyber Division (CCD), re-

flecting the growing im-

portance of cyber work as that 

name becomes part of an ETG 

division title. 

   CCD will be led by Dr. Robert 

Frueholz and CSD will be led 

by Zane Faught. 

   Austin gave a rundown of Aer-

ospace launch and on-orbit 

support activity during the last 

quarter. There was one launch 

for which Aerospace was fully 

accountable — the Feb. 21 Del-

ta IV launch of the GPS IIF-5 

spacecraft from Cape Canaver-

al, which was successful. She 

noted that several more national 

security launches are planned 

before the end of the fiscal year. 

   In addition, Aerospace moni-

tored and analyzed telemetry 

from two SpaceX Falcon 9 v1.1 

commercial launches during the 

quarter. Both launches may count 

toward certification require-

ments for SpaceX to bid for na-

tional security payloads. 

   Aerospace has been involved 

in defining a follow-on program 

to the Defense Weather Satellite 

System program, which was can-

celled in December 2011, Austin 

said. Aerospace is playing a key 

role in pre-acquisition activities 

such as planning, system archi-

tecture development, and tech-

nical requirement analysis. Indi-

cations are that federal funding 

for a new weather program will 

be included in next year’s 

budget. 

   Turning to news from Civil and 

Commercial Operations (CCO), 

Austin said Aerospace continues 

to provide highly valued support 

to NASA, which is the company’s 

third-largest customer. In addi-

tion, the National Environmental 

Satellite Data and Information 

Service of the National Oceanic 

and Atmospheric Administration 

has requested additional support 

as well. Austin said the company 

is considering other ways to lev-

erage its technical abilities to 

solve hard problems for other 

government agencies, as part of 

a strategic initiative to support 

new customers working in the 

public interest. 

   Austin said CCO is on track to a 

goal of $75 million in revenue 

with a $4.9 million margin.  

Reprinted from the Orbiter with Permission 

Austin Announces New 

Corporate Officer 

Positions 
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I recently bought an adobe du-

plex in an old part of Santa Fe.  

The city of Santa Fe has an illus-

trious past. It was established by 

the Spaniards prior to the Pil-

grim’s landing at Plymouth Rock, 

and now many consider it the 

center for the art and culture in 

New Mexico.  Although this 

property is not in the best part of 

town, it is inexpensive, can pay 

for itself, and at the same time 

provide a home for an old friend.  

Hopefully, in time, the area will 

improve based on its historic 

content, as has happened in oth-

er parts of the city. 

   The process of buying a prop-

erty such as this has its own 

unique set of challenges.   The 

buyer is faced initially with three 

major concerns; tracing owner-

ship to resolve title issues, archi-

tectural rules and the structure 

itself.  

   Tracing the ownership involves 

digging through records in vari-

ous offices, both government and 

private, such as old surveyor’s 

records.  One notices that the 

accuracy of the surveyed proper-

ty dimensions deteriorate over 

the years.  Part way into the own-

ership trace the street disap-

pears.  At some time the shape of 

the property changes.  In addi-

tion, transfers within an extend-

ed family are taking place as 

the property is deeded, each 

time for a dollar, from father to 

daughter, then to husband, then 

back to wife, and finally to a 

fourth person.  The available 

tools to resolve the discrepan-

cies are community maps and 

the fact that the properties are 

identified with names of the 

neighbors.  It’s like a jigsaw 

puzzle, where matching names 

is like matching colors, and the 

community maps are the box 

cover picture.  Starting with the 

neighboring properties at the 

time of the “fourth person’s” 

ownership, one needs to trace 

them back to the time of inter-

est.  If two or more of these 

neighboring properties have 

the same name for the owner of 

your property, then one finds 

the property that fits both name 

and shape, and then goes back 

to the hall of records and to 

continue the trace with this in-

formation.  The records go as 

far back as the original Spanish 

Land Grant from which Presi-

dent Roosevelt deeded the land 

to the city of Santa Fe.    

   Regarding architecture, one 

must determine the zoning.  This 

involves ascertaining if the prop-

erty is in the historical zone of the 

city.  It is.  Next question is 

whether or not the structures are 

historically contributing struc-

tures with the attendant rules and 

regulations.  It may be.  Finally 

there is the “old town” architec-

tural committee to be dealt with; 

more rules and red tape.   

  Lastly, the structure itself is an 

issue because it was built with 

techniques that are very different 

from today’s construction meth-

ods, causing concerns for future 

maintenance. Consider the foun-

dation: a six inch deep trench 

was dug into the adobe ground, 

from which the bricks for the 

walls were made.  The trench is 

then filled to a foot above ground 

level with broken rock typically  

three to eight inches in maximum 

dimension.  No grout is used and 

upon these rocks is built the ado-

be walls.  The rocks also suspend 

the flooring.  A century worth of 

snow and rain will soften the soil 

and ever so slowly the ten foot 

high adobe walls sink into the 

soil!  Eventually the flooring rests 

on the ground.  The windows and 

doors are set into 12 inch thick 

walls, and on top of all this, ado-

be and water are incompatible. 

     Needless to say I managed to 

overcome these roadblocks.  

However, I’m sure the adven-

tures are just beginning.  

Adventures of Buying a 

Historic Adobe in  

Santa Fe  
John Stevens 

Duplex with Bear in the Foreground 
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10 Ways to Live Happy for 100 Years ~Reprinted with permission of HYL.com 

“Without gratitude, you may focus only on what’s lacking in your life, rather than what you appreciate. 

Gratitude keeps you optimistic, and evidence shows that optimism improves your health.” 

—Lissa Rankin, M.D. 

   In her public television special Heal Yourself: Mind Over Medicine,Dr. Lissa Rankin shares a story of 

Stamatis Moraitis. (The New York Times featured him in a recent article called “The Island Where People 

Forget to Die.”) 

   Stamatis Moraitis was a WWII veteran from Greece who came to 

the U.S. to get treatment for his arm that was mangled in combat. 

He wound up settling in Boynton Beach, Florida where he married a 

Greek-American woman, had three children, had a good job in 

manual labor, bought a three-bedroom house and a 1951 Chevrolet. 

   When he was in his sixties, he was feeling short of breath at work, 

so he went to the doctor. The news wasn’t good. He was told he had 

cancer and was given nine months to live. 

   But Stamatis didn’t like that answer, so he went to eight other 

doctors to confirm the diagnosis. And they all concurred. He had 

nine months to live. They offered to give him aggressive treatment 

that might extend his life a bit, but they told him his cancer was 

incurable. 

   Stamatis decided that if he was going to die, he didn’t want to 

spend all of his money on the treatments, but would rather save it 

for his wife and children. So he and his wife decided to move back 

to the little Greek Island Ikaria, where Stamatis grew up. 

   When he moved back in with his parents, Stamatis wasn’t feeling very well. But word got out that he had 

come back home after all these years. Soon, many of his family members and friends started coming to 

visit him, bringing food and wine and games. Stamatis figured he might as well die happy…so he drank 

wine with them every night and played games. 

   Six months came and went and Stamatis was feeling better. So he decided to plant a garden. He figured 

he wouldn’t be around to harvest the crops. But he thought it would be nice for his wife to have vegetables 

from this garden. So they both started eating this homegrown food. He was also living near a vineyard that 

nobody was taking care of, so he started tending the grapes and making wine. He had a newfound 

purpose and he even started building a business in winemaking and exporting. He also reconnected with 

his church that he walked to each week. Today, Stamatis is 98 years old. He’s cancer-free and he never 

went through chemotherapy, took drugs or sought any other treatment. He just moved home to Ikaria. But 

that’s not the end of the story. About 25 years after his original diagnosis, Stamatis decided to go back to 

the U.S. and find those nine doctors who gave him only nine months to live. But he never did get to show 

them how well he had been doing. That’s because all nine doctors had died. 

   Lissa shares this story in her Heal Yourself: Mind Over Medicine special because she says that Stamatis 

could be any one of us. We can experience an unexpected remission. Our health conditions could 

disappear. What happened to Stamatis isn’t a fluke. There is a scientific reason why Stamatis is very 

healthy at 98 years old. 

   Lissa also says that you don’t have to wait to get a scary diagnosis to write your own prescription for your 

health. You can make it a daily practice starting now and asking yourself: What does my body need to heal? 

 (CONTINUED ON PAGE 14)  

http://links.hayhouse.mkt5657.com/ctt?kn=87&ms=NDQ0NDY0NTIS1&r=NTQzMzMzNzc1MjIS1&b=0&j=MjE1MzE5MzM1S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.hayhouse.mkt5657.com/ctt?kn=98&ms=NDQ0NDY0NTIS1&r=NTQzMzMzNzc1MjIS1&b=0&j=MjE1MzE5MzM1S0&mt=1&rt=0
http://links.hayhouse.mkt5657.com/ctt?kn=98&ms=NDQ0NDY0NTIS1&r=NTQzMzMzNzc1MjIS1&b=0&j=MjE1MzE5MzM1S0&mt=1&rt=0
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(CONT’D FROM PAGE 13) 

   Stamatis lives in what’s called a 

Blue Zone—an area where there 

is a larger than usual number of 

centenarians (people who are 

100 or more). So Lissa studied 

these blue zones to see if we can 

learn something from the people 

who are living happily to 100 

years old and beyond. Here is 

what she found: 

10 Ways You Can Live Happily 

for 100 Years and More! 

1. Sleep in and take naps 

2. Stop worrying about being 

late 

3. Grow a garden, nurture it and 

eat from it 

4. Never give up your sense of 

purpose 

5. Get it on (yes, that’s what we 

mean) 

6. Take a placebo at least once 

a day 

7. Walk up 20 hills a day 

8. Cultivate a sense of belong-

ing 

9. Go to church or temple or 

find your own spiritual com-

munity 

10. Surround yourself with peo-

ple who follow steps 1-9  

 This January, my husband, 

Terry, and I embarked on a 24-

day cruise from Valparaiso, 

Chile, to Auckland, New 

Zealand.  We had selected this 

cruise because the first stop 

was Easter Island, a destination 

that was a “must see” for both 

of us. 

   On January 3rd, we flew from 

Los Angeles to Santiago, Chile, 

through Dallas/Fort Worth.  The 

flights were all on time, but 

things began to go awry in the 

Santiago airport, because 

several international flights had 

all come in at the same time and 

the lines through immigration 

and customs were long and 

slow moving. The process took 

over two hours. The good news 

was that our driver was there 

and we were soon on our way 

to the hotel.  However, as we 

unpacked, it became obvious 

that our iPads had disappeared 

somewhere.  We always pack 

valuables in carry-on bags that 

we keep with us, but we 

suspect that we were distracted 

for a short time when two of our 

bags were searched.  I expect 

there is more than one lesson to 

be learned here.  

   Once we got over the shock of 

our missing tablets, however, 

we enjoyed our stay in Santiago 

where we had a tour of the city 

and nearby wine country.  We 

knew very little about Chilean 

wines and were pleasantly 

surprised at the variety and 

quality of the wines we tried.  In 

particular, I became a fan of 

carmenere, a lovely red wine.  

Interestingly, everyone mistook 

camenere for merlot, until the 

1990s, when the error was 

pointed out.  This was important 

because the grape no longer is 

grown in Europe because all the 

existing vines had succumbed to 

phylloxera, a root fungus. 

Because of the dry climate, 

phylloxera is almost unknown in 

Chile.   

    We also spent a day in 

Valparaiso. Unfortunately, at this 

writing, we fear many of the 

charming structures we saw no 

longer exist due to the recent 

tragic fire, which destroyed up to 

2500 hill-top buildings and was 

still burning as I write this 

column. 

   On January 8th the ship 

departed for Easter Island.  

Easter Island, a territory of Chile, 

is about 3500 miles off the coast 

of South America.  It took four sea 

days to get there.  Terry played 

bridge, and I read books off my 

iPhone (cheers for the Apple 

Cloud, since our iPads were no 

more).  Once we arrived at 

Easter Island we had to move to a 

second anchorage before we 

could go ashore.  About 25% of 

the ships that arrive at Easter 

Island can’t land because of 

weather.  We finally managed to 

get ashore on a tender and met 

our private tour guide. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 15) 

“Life is unpredictable. Love 

may arrive when it's least 

expected. Laughter may occur 

at any moment and tears may 

fall without warning. Happiness 

may be around the corner or 

sadness over the next hill. 

Embrace every moment and 

every emotion. Your life is 

unique and it's a journey that 

only you can travel.” 

~Susan Gale 

Easter Island and a 

Pacific Crossing 
Linda Stephenson 

Valparaiso street scene 
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   The first stop was a 

reconstructed village “temple.”   

We were told the statues 

represented prominent or 

otherwise notable villagers.  The 

statues faced the village and 

were mounted on a large 

platform.   

   The next stop was the quarry 

where the statues were carved.  

Our guide shared with us the 

current understanding of how the 

statues were moved to their 

positions around the island. 

  Once carved at the quarry, the 

statues were slid into a deep pit.  

The bases of the statues were 

slightly convex.  Ropes were 

(CONT’D FROM PAGE 14) attached to the statues and they 

were rocked back and forth to 

achieve forward motion (an 

experiment with a small statue 

has verified this).  This matches 

well with the islander’s claim 

that the statues “walked” to 

their positions.  The rest of the 

tour concentrated on other 

cultural and historic issues.  

Easter Island was well worth it. 

  After leaving Easter Island, 

our next stop was Pitcairn 

Island, famous as the refuge of 

the Bounty Mutineers.  Although 

we could not go ashore, almost 

the entire island population 

came aboard the ship to sell 

souvenirs including T-shirts, 

caps, and wood carvings.  One 

of the residents gave a slide 

show talk.  Pitcairn is supported 

by Great Britain. 

   Our next ports of call were 

Moorea, Tahiti and Bora Bora.  

In my view, Moorea is the most 

beautiful South Sea island,    but 

Bora Bora is a close second.  

One of my best memories is of 

Bora Bora at dawn.  I just 

happened to be up doing 

laundry as the ship approached 

Bora Bora.  There was the island 

with the sun behind it.  It was a 

magical sight.  

   We also stopped at Raritonga, 

the last island in French 

Polynesia. Then followed a 

series of islands to include 

Tonga, the Cook Islands and 

the main island of Fiji.  

   Throughout our cruise, we 

had great weather until Fiji, 

where it rained heavily the day 

we were there (the Picture of the 

Hindu temple is washed out, 

because it was pouring).  We had 

heavy seas all the way from Fiji 

to Auckland.  But once we got 

close to Auckland, the seas were 

protected.  Auckland’s beautiful 

harbor is protected by a large 

island. 

  Once in New Zealand, we settle 

into three days of city tours and 

wine tastings.  Of note was the 

Auckland Tower, which is the 

highest building in the city, and 

which provides fantastic city 

views similar to the Sidney 

Tower in Australia. We returned 

home on February 5th. 
  

Reconstructed Village “Temple” 

Partially Carved Statue 

Half-buried Statues in the Quarry 

Bora Bora 

Pacific Stone Henge on Tonga 

Hindu Temple on Fiji 

Auckland Harbor with Tower View 
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Aerospace Retirees’ Club 

Membership Application  
  PLEASE PRINT 

 

  NAME____________________________________________________           _____NEW  ______RENEWAL 

  New Members:  Enter all the data below.         

  Old Members:  Enter only changes 

 **  Please include your e-mail address, even if it has not changed  ** 

 

**All information is for Club use only and will not be released to anyone without your permission. ** 

 

Annual Membership Dues are $5.00 per FISCAL YEAR, which ends September 30. 

Multi-year memberships are encouraged, and we offer LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS for $75. 

Your membership expiration date will appear in one of the following places: 

(a) In the email message your newsletter is attached to, or 

(b) On the mailing label on your newsletter. 

Please check it to see if you need to renew! 

 

Enclosed is my check for $________ for ______ year(s) dues, or _______Lifetime Membership. 

 

Please make your check payable to Aerospace Retirees’ Club and mail it with this entire form to: 

Aerospace Retirees’ Club - Membership 

P.O. Box 2194 

El Segundo, CA 90245 

 

Retiree’s Signature_____________________________________________ Date___________________ 
 

Revised  06/17/11 

 

MAILING ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________ 
 

CITY______________________________________ STATE_________________ ZIP_______________ 
 

HOME PHONE (_______)______________________________ 
 

EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________ 

How do you prefer to receive ARC mailings?    Email ____ ;   US Mail ___;   Email and US Mail ____ 

If none is checked, future mailings will continue according to previous preferences. 

Please note:  Your Club will exist only as long as there are volunteers to run it.   

If you are able to become involved as an officer, in planning events, or in other 

roles, please check here _____.  A board member will contact you. 
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— Recent Retirees — 
 

November-April 

2013/14 

November 

Phyllis J. Butler 

Gary F. Hawkins 

Kevin W. Jackson 

Nancy S. Kern 

Hilda E. Pelivanian 

Michael L. Roth 

Jane P. Ryan 

Kevin J. Thornburg 

Jon R. Westergaard 

 

 

 

 

 

December 

 

Debra Baldridge 

Cathleen Bunn 

Penelope Z. Kell 

David Scott 

 

January 

Blanca Bennett 

Lawrence Buennagel  
Mark Chapman 

Craig During 

Cary A. Holst 

Jay Montegut  

Ilene Newman 

Margie Rapp 

Robert Sudakow 

John Williams 

 

February 

 

Kenneth W. Kowalski 

Randolph M. Moyer 

George Rossano 

James Yoh 

 

March 

J. Pearl Adams 

Ben-Shmuel Shmuel 

Gloria Brooks 

Samuel Chu 

Marianna Eberenz 

Cathy S. Hensley 

James R. Jameson 

Leo G. Marcus 

Marilyn McCoy 

Paul Nordin 

Alfred Pritt Jr. 

April 

 

David L Allen 

Patricia a Bertrand 

Frederic A. Bick 

Joan M. Blaty 

Joseph Gassman 

Yahya Golestani 

Eddie R. Hall 

Benjamin Kim 

Michael W. Kwan 

Elaine S Lydon 

Barbara L. Maul 

James C. O’Neal 

Michael T. Redding 

Robert D. Stearns 

James R. Taylor 

Craig K. Yandow 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Most cabins are made of metal…and therefore they're magnetic. Bring along some magnets (or buy 

some as souvenirs) and you can keep all your cocktail party invites, alternative dining reservation 

notices and daily planners hung up on the walls and doors. 

 

   Inside cabins have no natural light. At all. Turn your TV to the bridge cam station, turn off the sound 

and -- voila! -- You’ve got an instant nightlight and a way to see if the sun is up. 

 

   With all of the electronics we tote around with us these days, most people find cruise ship outlets to 

be insufficient. You can bring your own charging station or power strip (check to see if these are legal 

on your cruise line), but you may also want to ask your cabin steward. Sometimes there's an extra 

outlet hidden behind the TV or under the bed. 

 

   Are you picky about your bedding? Some lines will provide egg crate mattress toppers, top sheets 

and alternative pillow types by special request. Feel free to ask, before or during your cruise. 

 

   Cabin designers are pretty smart about creating as much storage space as possible. Do a little 

exploring or ask your cabin steward for a tour. You may be surprised to find extra storage under the 

bed or couch, inside an ottoman or behind a mirror. 

 

   If you're feeling queasy, don't run out to a pharmacy before making some calls. Room service can 

bring you green apples and bland crackers (crewmembers swear by the apple remedy), and often you 

can get seasickness meds from the purser's desk for free.  

Cruise Tips and Tidbits from the 

Cruise Critic 
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Sincere sympathy is extended to 

the families of: 

Linda Abelson, engineering 

specialist, hired Aug. 14, 2000, 

died Nov. 10. 

Rose Baldwin, accountant, 

hired April 26, 1975, retired Jan. 

1, 1988, died Oct. 15.  

Franz Balough, hired May 11, 

1981, retired Nov. 1, 1987, died 

Jan. 2. 

Robert Berlin, procurement 

director, hired Oct. 31, 1960, 

retired July 1, 1990, died      

Nov. 10. 

Jan Bundsen, engineering spe-

cialist, hired Oct. 3, 1961, retired 

July 1, 1994, died Jan. 26. 

Bertha Caskey, office support, 

hired April 13, 1978, retired Aug. 

1, 1987, died Jan. 11. 

Stanley Channon, member of 

the technical staff, hired Sept. 

17, 1962, retired April 1, 1979, 

died Nov. 9.  

Paul Colen, member of the 

technical staff, hired Sept. 3, 

1963, retired May 1, 1993, died 

Dec. 12, 2013. 

Thelma Estrin, board of trus-

tees’ member, served Dec. 29, 

1978, through Jan. 12, 1981, died 

Feb. 15.  

Robert Evans, member of the 

administrative staff, hired Aug. 

29, 1960, retired Sept. 1, 1982, 

died Dec. 21, 2013. 

Carl Hall, member of the tech-

nical staff, hired Feb. 11, 1963, 

retired July 1, 1973, died Dec. 12, 

2013. 

Alan Hamm, project engineer, 

hired May 11, 1998, died      

Nov. 25. 

 

James Hanna, member of the 

administrative staff, hired Sept. 

11, 1961, retired Nov. 1, 1988, 

died Dec. 25, 2013. 

Robert Herold, member of the 

technical staff, hired Aug. 10, 

1964, retired July 1, 1994, died 

Sept. 27.  

Eugene Hertler, principal di-

rector, hired Oct. 21, 1961, re-

tired Nov. 1, 1990, died Nov. 10. 

Charles Hoskinson, project 

engineer, hired May 17, 1961, 

retired July 1, 2009, died Oct. 9. 

Stirling Isom, project engi-

neer, hired Oct. 10, 1983, re-

tired Nov. 1, 1993, died Nov. 10. 

Ernest Jacobs, member of the 

technical staff, hired Aug. 1, 

1961, retired Nov. 1, 1991, died 

Oct. 13.  

Elizabeth John, buyer, hired 

Jan. 3, 1978, retired Aug. 1, 1990, 

died Jan. 25. 

Gerald Johnson, carpenter, 

hired July 24, 1989, died Oct. 2. 

Norman Katz, research engi-

neer, hired Dec. 12, 1966, died 

Feb. 14. 

Robert Knabenbauer, office 

of the technical staff, hired June 

12, 1961, retired April 1, 2005, 

died Aug. 19.  

John Kytola, member of the 

technical staff, hired April 10, 

1961, retired Oct. 1, 1998, died 

Sept. 14.  

Idelle Landrum, office sup-

port, hired Dec. 14, 1964, retired 

Aug. 1, 1974, died Feb. 19. 

Carolyn Lee-Wagner, senior 

engineering specialist, hired 

July 5, 1983, died Nov. 11. 

 

 

 

Joseph LeMay, member of the 

technical staff, hired Dec. 10, 

1962, retired Sept. 1, 1989, died 

Oct. 7, 2013. 

Annette Lievense, administra-

tive secretary, hired Sept. 21, 

1973, retired Jan. 1,   1988, died 

Jan. 3.  

Marvin Lubofsky, member of 

the technical staff, hired May 27, 

1969, retired Oct.   1, 1996, died 

Jan. 12. 

Emily Masillo, engineer assis-

tant, hired Feb. 4, 1963, retired 

Feb. 1, 1994, died Dec. 6, 2013.  

Jerry McBroom, member of 

the technical staff, hired Aug. 

18, 1980, retired Dec. 1, 1990, 

died Oct. 6.  

Warren McCarty, member of 

the technical staff, hired Nov. 22, 

1980, retired July 1, 1987, died 

Sept. 18. 

George McCormick, member 

of the administrative staff, hired 

Jan. 7, 1963, retired Sept. 1, 

1987, died Sept. 30.  

Orin Mead, project engineer, 

hired Aug. 12, 1965, retired Feb. 

1, 1990, died Jan. 20. 

Ralph Morgan, member of the 

technical staff, hired Dec. 4, 

1961, retired April 1, 1986, died 

Oct. 15.  

William Pate, project engi-

neer, hired Oct. 8, 1979, retired 

Sept. 1, 1990, died Oct. 19. 

Frances Petrilla, office of the 

technical staff, hired Sept. 22, 

1975, retired Oct. 1, 2009, died 

Nov. 23.  

Herman Ross, member of the 

technical staff, hired May 4, 

1964, retired July 1, 1988, died 

Nov. 3. 

(CONTINUED ON PAGE 19) 

 

In Memoriam 
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In Memoriam 
 

Frederick Sanner, member 

of the technical staff, hired July 

23, 1990, retired Oct. 1, 2013, 

died Nov. 13.  

Lawrence Sharp, project en-

gineer, hired Aug. 6, 1973, re-

tired May 1, 2003, died Jan. 9. 

Tony Silva, systems director, 

hired Sept. 18, 1961, retired 

Aug. 1, 1984, died Jan. 30. 

Lawrence Sitney, member of 

the technical staff, hired May 

21, 1962, retired Nov. 1, 1985, 

died April 27.  

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18) Joseph Steinborn, member 

of the technical staff, hired 

Dec. 15, 1977, retired Nov. 1, 

1989, died Nov. 8.  

Susan Vazquez, senior repro 

operator, hired July 20, 1981, 

died Nov. 7. 

Carole Wallack, senior hu-

man resources representative, 

hired Oct. 22, 1979, retired 

Oct. 1, 1996, died Sept. 30. 

Geoffrey Wilson, member of 

the technical staff, hired Jan. 19, 

1970, retired June 1, 1991, died 

Dec. 10, 2013. 

John Wood, principal director, 

hired Feb. 13, 1961, retired July 

1, 1984, died Jan. 13. 

Shih Yang, member of the 

technical staff, hired April 3, 

1989, retired April 1, 2007, 

died Oct. 28. 

Charles Zamites, project en-

gineer, hired Jan. 29, 1963, re-

tired Oct. 1, 1993, died Jan. 26.
 
 

 

    

 

 

   Many of us while traveling come across good deals or tips to improve our travel experience.  

How about sharing those in our newsletter?     We would love to hear from you.  Just send your 

comments to our editor at the club’s e-mail address, aeroretirees@gmail.com.  We will publish 

them in a new travel tips column and on our website.  Please keep your comments to less than 300 

words. 

   The tips may include anything that you feel improves the travel experience.  It might be the best 

days to book flights, websites for last minute cruises, agencies offering rebates, local day trip 

excursions, how to pack, renting apartments overseas, etc.  Or perhaps you’ve stayed in a truly 

unique place you’d like to share. 

   To get this started, here are a few suggestions of my own. 

 Recently I was on a cruise in the Baltic Sea and found there are many alternatives to the costly 
excursions provided by the cruise lines.  For example in St Petersburg, Russia, we chose a local 

company, SPB, that provided comparable tours at half the price of the cruise line’s. 

 We’ve traveled with many different travel companies and cruise lines and each have their own 
pros and cons.  A few, such as GCT/OAT, will offer a free trip if you recommend eight new people 

who travel within the year. 

 Some credit card companies do not charge foreign transaction fees.  AFCU is one of them. 

  Now how about some travel tips from you.  

Travel Tips 
Pat Downing 
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Spring Luncheon!  

Wednesday June 11, 2014 

11 a.m. at the 

Ports O’Call Restaurant 

San Pedro 

Telephone:  310-833-3553 

(see page 9 

 for reservation form) 

 NEWSLETTER DEADLINE 
Fall 2014 Issue 

 
Please submit items no later than 

September 15th for inclusion in the 

Fall 2014 issue of the newsletter 

which will be mailed to our 

members on about November 1, 

2014 
 

We need your stories! 
(~600 words — or less —  please) 

 

E-mail to: 
 

aeroretirees@gmail.com 

Or mail to: 
 

   Aerospace Retirees’ Club 

    Attn: Newsletter Editor 

    P.O. Box 2194 

    El Segundo, CA 90245 

Directions to Ports O’Call Restaurant: 

San Pedro.   

Telephone:  310-833-3553 
 

From the Harbor Freeway (110) South, take the exit 

marked “Terminal Island, Vincent Thomas Bridge, 

Long Beach” 

Bear right to exit on Harbor Blvd. 

Go right on Harbor Blvd 0.7 miles to  6th St. 

Turn left on 6th, right on Sampson Way, left on Na-

goya Way 

Go  0.3 miles to the restaurant 

When driving north to the USS Iowa after leaving 

the restaurant,  the sign to the Iowa is on the left 

side of the street, not the right side as you might 

expect 


