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President’s Column
Dave Evans

It’s a pleasure to send this Spring 2016 edition of the Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Newsletter. Special kudos to Editor Jim Carroll for making the
members.
I hope that members in the Southern California region will join us for our next
ARC luncheon, to be held on June 21st at the Bluewater Grill restaurant in Redondo
Beach. Tina Pool, Programs Director for the ARC, and her team have done a
great job in making all of our ARC luncheons such festive events. A registration
form is included in this newsletter. Please plan to join us!
I especially want to call your attention to the letter from Dr. Austin in this
compelling need to get more underprivileged and underrepresented students to
Aerospace has a long history of promoting studentassignments for qualified students at Aerospace facilities. Now, under the leadership of Dr. Austin, The
Aerospace Corporation Board of Trustees has established an Endowment Fund to award scholarships to
(Continued on page 2)
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President’s Column (Continued from page 1)

Aerospace’s role in STEM, create a tax deduction for the donor, and assist deserving students in their
studies. Your gift is a win for all!
It is with some regret that I write this last column in the ARC Newsletter as your president. We will elect a
new president this summer who will bring a fresh perspective to the job. The past four years have been a
great experience for me, especially because of the tremendous support and assistance I have received
from the other members of the ARC Board of Directors. They have all contributed their time and energy
to make the ARC a more effective organization to better meet our members’ needs. My thanks to each of
them! You can reach me at daveevans@cox.net. 

Aerospace Retirees’ Club

Board of Directors
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ARC Board Highlights
Board Update

The ARC Board recently had a request to allow current employees

By Pat Downing

Retirees’ Club. This came about because the spouse of a recently
deceased Aerospace employee wanted to attend the East Coast luncheon. Although she could attend as a
guest, the ARC Board discussed the issue and decided to consider an associate membership. They talked
with the Legal Department and the AEA to confirm there were no problems in doing so. Although there
may be only a few of these requests, the Board decided to offer an Associate Member option. Thus a new
form was developed and the ARC By-Laws were appropriately revised to reflect this addition. The form
and the revised ByLaws can be viewed on our website. The Board will soon appoint a nominating
committee for our annual election. There is an opening on the Board for Newsletter Editor. If you are
interested in this position or would be interested in joining the board as an At-Large member, please
contact us. 
(Continued on page 4)
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From the Editor. . .

Jim Carroll

Welcome to the Spring 2016 Aerospace Retirees’ Club (ARC) Newsletter. In this issue, we have lots of
great information and items of interest. We have our usual President’s Column, a new Board Update
Report, and the regular Treasurer and Membership Chair Reports. We also have our Aerospace
CEO’s Report and her letter to retirees about the new STEM Endowment Fund. In addition, there are
the regular AEA Clubs Report and Odds “N” Ends columns. We added a new Insights and Inspiration
column with some inspiring wisdom quotes from various sources. Of course, as we do in every issue,
we have a report and pictures from our last luncheon and information on our next upcoming luncheon
which will take place on June 21st. In addition, there is an article from the Aerospace Federal Credit Union
by Ian Freshman, a listing of recent retirees and the In Memoriam section listing retirees who we have
recently lost.
We also have three excellent articles submitted by members: Ken Holden, Chuck Sorensen, and
Linda Stephenson. Ken’s article tells about his experience of speaking to a class of 8-year-old girls
about Rocket Science. Chuck’s article reminisces about a time when he hiked Vandenberg AFB with a
Boy Scout troop. And Linda’s article tells about what she calls her “Geek” tour experience of visiting
Switzerland and the CERN.
We are very pleased to see this type of participation from our membership. After all, this is your
newsletter, and we want to hear from you. We want you to share your various stories, adventures and
tidbits of wisdom that will benefit the entire membership. And it’s so easy to do. Just go to Contact Us
on our website, or send it to us via email. And for those of you who are not as technically inclined,
you can always use the good old fashioned USPS mail. BTW: please send us your email address if
you didn’t receive this newsletter via email—it means we don’t have your current email
address and you’re not able to enjoy all the features of the electronic edition.
This, as you may know, is my last newsletter as your editor. Sayonara and farewell. My term will
expire at the end of September, and the next newsletter will be done under the supervision of your
new editor. I plan to stay on the Board next year as an At-Large member continuing to help administer
the ARC website, Facebook page, and email accounts as well as helping and mentoring the new editor.
As of now, however, no one has stepped forward to accept the Newsletter Editor position. To be honest,
it’s not an easy job as it takes quite a bit of time, effort, and dedication to publish this newsletter twice a
year. However, it is a tremendous growth and learning experience, and I must also say, it’s both
extremely rewarding and satisfying. Of course, the editor receives a lot of help from fellow Board
members. I have counted on them over these past two years to provide content, offer advice and
suggestions, and to assist with proofing and critiquing. Without their help, producing this newsletter
would have been an overwhelming task. My sincere thanks and appreciation to the entire Board.
retirement to the fullest, stretch your boundaries, break old paradigms, and live a great life. Find,
enjoy and cherish the things that you love. Until next time...see you on Facebook. 
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ARC Board Highlights (Continued from page 2)

As of April 1, 2016, the Retirees’ Club had 696 members. Of these,
199 were life members and 39 were free first-year members. 586
By Bob Wyman
members (84%) have given us an e-mail address. Our membership
is spread over 35 states, the District of Columbia, and Australia. The most members are in California with
545. Our presence in the Washington D.C. area is continuing to grow with Virginia being second with 38
members, augmented by 9 in Maryland/D.C. In other areas where Aerospace has a significant presence,
we have 9 members in Florida and 10 in Colorado. 

MEMBERSHIP REPORT

TREASURER REPORT
By Jerry Hashimoto

Funding for the club usually comes from two sources: (1) Membership
dues; (2) An annual allotment from the Aerospace Employees’
Association (AEA).

This year, the AEA budget was reduced from previous years and therefore individual club budget
requests were evaluated more closely. As a result, it was determined that the ARC had sufficient funds
available for its activities and no allotment was provided this year. It was mentioned, however, that if the
situation changes, the ARC could resubmit its request for AEA consideration.
With club dues now being the only source of income, their collection early in the fiscal year becomes
imperative in financing the club’s planned activities.
The Aerospace Retiree’s Club has its funds split between an Aerospace Federal Credit Union savings
account and a Bank of America checking account. The total as of the end of March was $21,915.46. After
deducting prepaid club dues of $12,435 which must be set aside for use in future years, the net balance
available was $9,480.46.

The available funds are used to support the publication of our newsletter twice a year, the spring and
winter luncheons, ballot printing and mailing, mailbox rental, web license and management, and
miscellaneous operating expenses. 

EAST COAST HAPPENINGS
By Lisi Jackson

On March 22nd, the ARC East Spring
Event took place at the Udvar-Hazy
Center, Smithsonian National Air &
Space Museum, Chantilly, VA. ARC
member, Dave Smith, is a docent at the
museum. Dave was a knowledgeable
and entertaining guide for the ARC
members that participated in the
event, and who by the way, all had a
great time. Dave has been a docent at
the museum for many years, and he
believe each person who attended left
expected. 

NOTICE
The expressions of opinion in the Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter are the opinions of the writers
and editors and not necessarily those of the Aerospace Retirees’ Club or The Aerospace Corporation.
See full disclaimer for the Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter, Website and Facebook page. 
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ARC Spring Luncheon 2016
By Tina Pool

The Aerospace Retirees’ Club Annual Spring Luncheon will be held in the Avalon Room at the Bluewater
Grill Seafood Restaurant on Tuesday, June 21, 2016, beginning with a social hour at 11:00 a.m., and
lunch at noon. The restaurant is located in Redondo Beach at 665 N. Harbor Drive. The Avalon Room is
located on the second floor, where there are expansive views of the marina. An elevator is available.
There is no charge for parking.
As always at our Spring luncheon, there won’t be formal presentations; but we will be inviting Aerospace
employees from HR, Finance, and the Aerospace Employees Association, along with Credit Union
representatives who will be on hand to share information informally. And, as usual, there will be raffles
for prizes.
The deadline for reservations is Friday, June 10, 2016. Hope to see you on June 21st. If you don’t come,
you’ll definitely be missed. The reservation form is on page 6. A map with directions can be found on the
back page of this newsletter. 

AEA Clubs Report
By Tom Freitag

(Note: This is part 3 of a 3 part series ~Ed)

In the Fall newsletter, I summarized the second third of the AEA clubs
that are available for retiree participation. My last report started with
the Golf Club and ended with the Scuba Club. Here is the final third of
my report. My experience is that the AEA clubs are very receptive to
Aerospace retiree involvement in their clubs.
Ski — The AEA Ski Club provides a means for furthering the enjoyment of snow skiing and boarding as
members of an experienced group. Contact Club president Andrew Dawdy at AEAskipres@gmail.com.
Softball East — Softball team plays in Fairfax Adult Softball organization at local parks throughout
Fairfax County. Contact Club president Steven Patera at Steven.J.Patera@aero.org.
Softball West — Co-ed 16-inch softball league plays at Alondra Park in Lawndale on Thursdays 6:00 to
8:30 pm. Contact Club president Jonathan Binkley at Jonathan.F.Binkley@aero.org.

Table Tennis — Table tennis practice, games, and tournaments, with quality equipment and quality
players! Contact Club president Vinod Kapoor at Vinod.Kapoor@aero.org.
Tai Chi — The AEA Tai Chi Club offers a variety of classes. The club tries to always have a Yang style
Tai Chi class to support our practice. Contact Club president Ivan Filippenko at
Ivan.V.Filippenko@aero.org.
Tennis — The AEA Tennis Club is looking for members. Whether you're a beginner, intermediate, or
advanced player, the tennis club is a good way to stay in shape and have some fun. Contact Club
president Sung Hong at Sung.M.Hong@aero.org.
Toastmasters 401 — Toastmasters will give you the skills and confidence you need to effectively
express yourself in any situation. Contact Club president Karrah Cunningham at
kcunningham12@toromail.csudh.edu.
Track — Contact Club president Brian Gore at Brian.W.Gore@aero.org.
Video & Camera — We are devoted to the art and technology of still and moving images. Contact Club
president Michael Jett at Michael.D.Jett@aero.org.
Walking — Contact Club president Jane Ryan at LadyJaneRyan@aol.com.
Video Game Club — Many Wii game titles are available for member check out. Contact Club president
Daniel Nigg at Daniel.A.Nigg@aero.org. 
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The Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Invites you and your guest to join us for our Spring Luncheon

Tuesday, June 21, 2016

Bluewater Grill Seafood Restaurant
665 North Harbor Drive
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
(Click HERE for map and directions
or refer to back page)

Avalon Room
(No-host bar opens at 11 a.m.
Lunch will be served at 12 noon

Price is $40 per person
Please respond by June 10, 2016, using the form below.
For last minute changes in plans, or questions, please phone:
Tina Pool 310-673-7504 or Pat Bohlke 310-674-1882

A refund will be made only with 72-hour cancellation notice.
Refunds after that time will be subject to approval by the board.
---------------------------------------------------------------Please cut on line------------------------------------------------------------------

Reservations for Spring Luncheon, June 21, 2016
Please return this form by June 10, 2016, along with a check for $40 per person made payable to the
"Aerospace Retirees' Club" to ensure your reservation(s). Indicate menu choice(s) and name(s).

Your telephone number ______________ Email _____________________________________________________
Member Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge)
___________________________________________________________

Beef Medallions in an herb demi-glace ____
Mahi Mahi grilled with a tropical salsa ___
Pasta Marinara ____
Guest Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge)
___________________________________________________________

Beef Medallions in an herb demi-glace ____
Mahi Mahi grilled with a tropical salsa ___

Pasta Marinara ____
**Please cut from page and return to the following address:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245
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ARC Holiday Luncheon
December 8, 2015
By Tina Pool

One hundred forty retirees and guests attended the
Aerospace Retirees’ Club Annual Holiday Luncheon at
the Proud Bird Restaurant on December 8, 2015. It was
chosen because of its convenience to Aerospace,
good food, free parking, and banquet accommodations.
The Tuskegee Ballroom was decorated in a holiday
theme with a Christmas tree, poinsettias were the
table centerpieces, and tablecloths and napkins were
red and white.
A bar was set up in the foyer, along with tables for
check-in, the Aerospace Federal Credit Union display,
and a display of ARC photos. Tables were also set up
in the ballroom for STEM Endowment Fund information
by Aerospace Corporate Communications and an ARC Facebook demonstration by Jim Carroll.
ARC President, Dave Evans, welcomed Aerospace
guests - Dr. Wanda Austin, President and CEO; Ellen
Beatty, CFO; Jenny Shannon, Assistant Treasurer;
Maryann Bailey, Director of Employee Benefits; and
JoAnn Apostol, Melinda Hammer, and Eric Hamburg
of Corporate Communications. He also welcomed Ian
Freshman and Jeri Smith from the Credit Union; and
recognized new retirees.
The program schedule was changed to accommodate
Dr. Austin’s schedule, who spoke before lunch was
served. She gave an update on the status of Aerospace
and the new Aerospace STEM Endowment Fund.
After speaking, she circulated from table to table,
greeting attendees.
After lunch, Dave introduced Jenny Shannon, who
delivered the news that the benefit percentage went
down. Maryann Bailey talked about the cost savings
resulting from generic drugs and using urgent care
instead of emergency care. She also introduced her
staff, who were in attendance. Melinda Hammer invited
attendees who were interested in volunteering and/
or donating to the STEM Endowment Fund to visit her
table for information. The late Frank Gorozko, who
volunteered as an ARC luncheon photographer, was
remembered by Pat Downing.
New retirees were asked to draw the winning raffle
tickets. Marion Brownsberger and Melinda Hammer
won $25 Visa gift cards that were donated by the
Credit Union. Two vouchers to the Aerospace Players' performance of 'Annie Get Your Gun' were won
by Dora Vallarta and Drew Milstead. The centerpiece poinsettias were given to the table occupant
whose raffle ticket number was the highest at the table.
Attendees were thanked and invited to the Spring luncheon. Information regarding the Spring luncheon
can be found in this newsletter on pages 5 and 6. 
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by Lindsay Chaney, March 16, 2016

In her mid-year CEO’s Report to Employees, delivered
from the Aerospace Chantilly campus, Dr. Wanda Austin
announced a new member of the board of trustees and a
new corporate officer announced the winner of the Aerospace
Innovation Award recapped launch activity for the quarter
and provided an update on Vaeros projects.
The new board member is the Honorable Heidi Shyu, who
most recently served as the assistant secretary of the
September 2012 to January 2016. In that position, Shyu
science advisor to the secretary of the Army, and the Army’s
Dr. Wanda Austin delivers the mid-year CEO's Report to Employees
senior research and development official. She had principal on Tuesday, March 15, f rom Chantilly. (Photo: Kelly Hart )
responsibility for all Department of the Army matters related
to logistics and managed a workforce of 42,000 acquisition employees. Earlier, she held technical leadership
jobs at Hughes, Litton Industries, and Raytheon.
Retired Air Force Maj. Gen. Edward Bolton Jr. will join Aerospace on April 4 as senior vice president, Special
Studies. On July 1, he will become senior vice president of Systems Planning, Engineering, and Quality, replacing
Rand Fisher, who will retire on that day.
Bolton retired from the Air Force in 2013 after 30 years of service. He then joined NextGen at the Federal
Aviation Administration. NextGen is responsible for leading the modernization of the national airspace system.
Bolton led a federal workforce of more than 900 employees, and managed a $1 billon annual budget.
Austin reported on two launches during the quarter for which Aerospace was accountable. The first, on Feb. 5,
was the GPS IIF-12 that was launched aboard an Atlas V from Cape Canaveral. It was the final satellite in the
GPS Block IIF series, all of which Aerospace supported. Just five days later, Aerospace supported the launch of
a national security spacecraft from Vandenberg Air Force Base.
Austin noted that there are still six more launches scheduled during the fiscal year, which runs until Oct. 1.
Commenting that the new entrant launch business is extremely busy, Austin said Aerospace is assisting the Air
Force with the first competitive selection of launch services for national security missions in more than 15 years.
The GPS III-2 will be the first of nine competitive launch service contracts. Aerospace also has been or is
involved in the certification process for new rockets from SpaceX, United Launch Alliance, and Orbital ATK.
Among highlights of Vaeros work during the quarter, Aerospace began its third consecutive contract with the U.S.
Geological Survey in December. Most of this work is focused on the Landsat program in Sioux Falls, S.D., and
Reston, Va., and involves systems engineering and analyses as well as flight operations support.
Another Vaeros project was an independent assessment for NASA of the feasibility of sending astronauts to Mars
in the near future. The results of the assessment, presented in January, concluded that a human flyby mission to
Mars is technically possible, but carries very high mission-execution and crew risk. In order to meet a 2021-2022
deadline that many people are proposing, the government would have to greatly increase funding for both a
space system and a crew habitation system, Aerospace concluded.
Vaeros is also involved in projects for the Canadian and Japanese governments and a project to support a
process for evaluating new investment opportunities within the commercial space community that could benefit
U.S. intelligence community missions. 
**** [Read the entire CEO’s Report to Employees in the March 2016 Orbiter]
Reprinted from the Orbiter with Permission
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Credit Union Updates
By Ian Freshman

There are some exciting things going on at the credit union, and I'm pleased to be able to highlight a few
of them for you here:


$699 Fee Waived on First Mortgage Loans – In an effort to add value to the AFCU membership, we
are taking additional steps to save our members money. During this year’s spring season, we are
waiving the $699 processing fee on all First Mortgage Loan Products, including Investment Property
Loans, for applications that are received by July 31, 2016. For full details and to learn more go to
www.aerofcu.org.



Home Banking / Mobile Banking enhancements – AFCU is continually looking for ways to improve the level of service that we provide our members. Part of that commitment is ensuring that
our online banking website and mobile banking apps are providing excellent service for those
members who choose to do their business with AFCU remotely. Be on the lookout for enhanced
online and mobile features including P2P payments, integrated credit cards, mortgage loans, and
improved money management.



Fee-Free ATM Access - Did you know that as an Aerospace Federal Credit Union member you
have access to 30,000 fee-free ATMs (including 9,000 deposit-taking), at locations like Costco, 7Eleven, Walgreens and Rite Aid stores. Use the Locator on our home page at www.aerofcu.org to
find one near you.



Visa Travel Rewards – Aerospace Federal Credit Union is offering Bonus Rewards on travel
purchases made with AFCU Platinum Visa® Cash Back and Rewards Credit Cards between May 1,
2016, and June 30, 2016. Earn Triple Rewards on a cruise, train, or rental car purchases and Double
Rewards on hotel, airline, travel agency, or tour company charges when you use an AFCU Credit
Card in May and June. Rewards subject to change at any time without notice. For full details and to
apply visit www.aerofcu.org.



Family Day - AFCU will be open on Saturday, July 9 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Bring your family
members in to open AFCU accounts, conduct transactions or apply for loans. Refreshments will be
served. Convenient parking will be available close to the credit union. Standard access rules
apply.



Is the Teenager in Your Life Ready for a Car? Buying a car for a teenager can be scary and
exciting at the same time (scary for the adult and exciting for the teen). We want to let you know
that AFCU is here to help you in the car buying process. You can also take advantage of Autoland,
our free auto buying service. Stephanie Dunn is the personal Auto Buying Concierge at Autoland,
and for a no-obligation consultation, she can be reached at (714) 258-4390. Be sure to check out
the financial products AFCU offers for kids of every age. For more information about our youth
products visit www.aerofcu.org/youth.



Visa Gift Cards – AFCU has Visa gift cards available for purchase. You can choose any denomination
between $25 and $500. They make the perfect graduation gifts!



Retirement Resources – As an AFCU member you can take advantage of the various retirement
finance tools that we offer. Visit www.awerofcu.org, go to the Resources tab, and from the dropdown menu, choose Home and Family Finance. 
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Recent Retirees
November 2015 April 2016
November
Reginald Campbell
Gary Coldren
William Fedor
Dora Gomez
John Helly Jr.
James LaBelle
Charan Langton
Michael Meloan
Mabel Oshiro
Elizabeth Ralston
Jose Rivera
David Taylor
Helene Thornton
Eileen Wang
James Young
December
Jacqueline Campeau

Carrie Carlton
Marsha Heinz
Tina Jackson
Theresa Montoya
Andre Montoya
Neang Om
Peter Pollock
Steven Ray
Philip Schwartz
Theo Tessensohn
Dan Walker
Michael Werner

January
Elizabeth Cobbin
Robert Dorsey
Franklin Fong
John Griffith
William Huffman
William Layton
Therese Mattijetz
Lan Nguyen
David Peters

James Phelps III
Deborah Russell
Richard Staats
February
Lisa Binder
John Bohlson
Kenneth Brown
David Brych
Lawrence Kahal
Beverly Kelley
Ronald Lambert
Medi Neyestanki
Roy Schermerhorn
Robert Williams
March
Gary Barrette
Shin-Hsing Chen
Kuo-Liang Chiou
Ann Creal
Raymond Di Esposti
Neal Elyashar

Robert Klaus
Allen Lee
Thomas Morgan
Ben Nelson
Elmer Rapay
Dwayne Thomas
Jacqueline Unitis
George Valenzuela
April
Joseph Anselmi
Delbert Bakeman
Gary Coleman
William Hellrung
John Hoskins
Glenn Kawafuchi
Clifford Kester
Henry Rothkopf
Ralph St. John
John Sarkesain
Mohammad Tehrani
Kenneth Thompson
Arnold West 

Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Membership Application
Please enter all of the data below:

NAME ______________________________________________________________________ NEW _____ RENEWAL _____
MAILING ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________
CITY ____________________________________________________ STATE _____________________ ZIP _______________
EMAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________________
(To minimize the cost of running the Club, we will send newsletters and other mailings (approximately 3-5 per year) to your email address, if you have one.)

**All information is for Club use only and will not be released to anyone without your permission.**
Annual Membership Dues are $5 per FISCAL YEAR, which ends on September 30th.
Multi-year memberships are encouraged, and we offer LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS for $75.
Your membership expiration date will appear in one of the following places:
a) In the email message your newsletter is attached to, or
b) On the mailing label for your newsletter.
Enclosed is my check for $_________ for ______year(s) dues, or o Lifetime Membership
Please make your check payable to Aerospace Retirees’ Club and mail it with this entire form to:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club - Membership, P.O. Box 2194, El Segundo, CA 90245
Please note: Your Club will exist only as long as there are volunteers to run it. If you are able to become involved
as an officer, in planning events, or in other roles, please check here o. A board member will contact you.
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Rocket Science and Young Girls
By Ken Holden

The current corporate focus on Science, Technology, Engineering & Math (STEM)
triggered a personal memory. Since my retirement in 2011, one of the highlights of
my leisure life was speaking to my granddaughter’s science class about Rocket Science.
My granddaughter, Gemma Morris, lives in London, England and attends the allgirl school of Queens Gate near Hyde Park. She had mentioned to her Science
teacher what my career as General Manager for Launch Operations Division had
involved, and the teacher asked me to speak to the class. Initially, I considered the
proposal to be problematic. I knew that the 20 girls in this IIB Class (4th Grade
equivalent) represented an extraordinarily multinational group. There were a few
girls from England, but for the most part, the girls came from Spain, Greece, Argentina, Russia, Germany,
Turkey, America, etc. After some preliminary discussions with my boss-at-the-time, Ray Johnson, and Dr.
Austin, I received approval to speak to the girls.
In preparing to speak about Rocket Science, I was fortunate to have
known that Dr. Ed Ruth routinely spoke to Southern California
schools about that very subject. I used Ed’s material as a starting
point and refined the briefing to focus on the role of a real Rocket
Scientist. I also noted the importance of math, science and engineering
to become a Rocket Scientist. I won’t discuss additional details of my
extremely pleased to discover that my granddaughter had written a
report about the briefing, which was published in her school’s
Newsletter. My granddaughter’s report is shown on page 14. As she
notes, she has been in STARS to witness a launch. It turns out that the
very nominal (boring) countdown, which Rocket Scientists relish, is
less thrilling to an eight-year-old.
I should note that I concluded my briefing by telling the girls
that women have an opportunity to be successful in Rocket
Science as well as other Space related activities. I was fortunate
enough to have specific examples of successful women in
Space related positions. I shared short
biographies and
photos of Judy Peach, my Atlas V Program Manager, Sue Mashiko,
prior EELV Program Director and now retired Major General,
and Dr. Wanda Austin, Aerospace President and CEO. Speaking
of women and Space topics, I should also note that my wife, Betty,
aka “Nana”, was present when I briefed the girls. Betty
routinely interpreted my Rocket “language” into words that 4th
graders could understand. My planned briefing of 30 minutes
went on for an hour because of many questions and interest that
were shown by the girls. Gemma’s report follows on the next page:
(Continued on page 14)
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Rocket Science and Young Girls (Continued from page 13)

3…2…1…BLAST OFF!
By Gemma Morris
In our science lesson on Tuesday, 24th June my grandpa, Ken Holden,
came to talk about rockets, because he is a rocket scientist and has
launched over one hundred and thirty rockets into space.
He showed us amazing video of a lot of rocket launches. Some of the
rocket names were Atlas V, Delta IV, Titan IV and Delta II. Then he gave
us a briefing of what it is like to be a real rocket scientist. On the board,
there was a little slideshow. It was very interesting because it talked
about how rockets are made, how to become a rocket scientist and how rockets work.
After that, he showed us another video about Delta IV and drew our attention to the patches on the
coat he was wearing; he gets a special patch for every launch! He also told us about lightning rods
which take away the lightning.
Then it was time to say good-bye and we gave him a present to thank him for such an engaging talk.
Last summer I went to the STARS Room, in Los Angeles, to watch a launch called Atlas V. You wait
there a long time, but it is amazing seeing it go out into space. 

By Jim Carroll

WEBSITE UPDATES: As we’ve mentioned before in this column, the ARC website is a continuous work in
progress. Please take the time now to explore and become fully familiar with its latest iteration (just click
HERE to do so). We hope that you will find the website to be a valuable resource for retirees with current,
relevant, and useful information including various links to other internet resources. Since our last issue,
we’ve added the newly revised ByLaws and the Associate Membership Application form. Also, we’ve
added a new link to Ask Leo, an excellent source to answer all of your internet and computer technology
questions. In addition, we’ve made enhancements to the left sidebar LINKS menu where when you hover
your mouse over a link a description of the link will appear. Another enhancement is that all previous
newsletters are now grouped under CATEGORIES/Publications found in the footer at the bottom of the
home page. And finally, a very valuable feature has been added to the member directory; your membership
expiration date is now listed.
TRAVEL TIPS: My wife and I just returned from a once-in-a-lifetime (bucket list) trip to South Africa,
Swaziland, Zimbabwe, and Botswana. We spent 14 fantastic days exploring, sight seeing and going on
several safari outings with a tour company called smarTours. As with any “big” trip, we came back with a
few lessons learned and some tips that we would like to pass on:


Be sure to wear compression support socks/hose for long air travel to prevent swelling and DVT. Also,
see the CDC and Rick Steves’ websites for healthy senior travel tips.



To stay in touch with friends and family back home without paying an arm and a leg for cell phone
minutes, Facebook Messenger is an excellent application to use with your Airplane Mode enabled
smartphone and a wi-fi connection. You can text, voice call or video chat-all with excellent quality.



If you are in a tour group for an extended period of time, be sure to use hand sanitizer and/or a face
mask if anyone in the group becomes sick. An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure.



To combat jet lag, refer to these Tips from Flight Attendants. 
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Fond Memories of Hiking Vandenberg AFB
By Chuck Sorensen

There seems to be a rule that we do not fully appreciate what we have
until it is gone. There were several years in the early 1990s when I could
bring Buellton Troop 42 Scouts and their families on to Vandenberg AFB
for unescorted day hikes that we had planned. The Base is large, about
154 square miles, with about 35 miles of mostly pristine coastline; about
one-third of the Santa Barbara County coast. Some of us used to refer to
the lightly developed Base as Vandenberg National Park. On about half
of our hikes, we would see no one else.

I would visit the Base Public Affairs Office and turn in 30 SPW FORM 400,
Request to Use Base Facilities / Transportation, with my proposed hike plan. Public Affairs would route
my request through many offices for coordination; Base Security, Game Warden, Legal, Environmentalist,
Archeologist. If the review was successful, the request form went to the Deputy Commander, 30th Support
Group, for final approval. The Base Archeologist was the main hurdle, concerned that we would trample
Indian sites, even on graded dirt roads we planned to hike. If the request was granted, each member of
the hike needed a signed and witnessed 30 SW FORM 122, Civilian General Liability Agreement.
I do not remember how long Public Affairs helped me, but one day they
mentioned that it might be better if The Aerospace Corporation
sponsored my hikes, instead of them. A very supportive and likable
Business Office Manager helped me. I would submit my hike plan to the
local Aerospace Security Office whence it would be faxed to Base
Visitor Control as an Aerospace request and we would have the passes
we needed when we arrived for our adventures. Public Affairs was no
longer in the loop.
The Hiking Merit Badge requires one
20-mile hike, among other things. To fulfill this, we would start at Point
Sal State Beach at the north boundary of the Base and hike south to Surf
Beach, just beyond the Santa Ynez River. During one of these hikes, on
Sunday, 28 December 2003, just after passing through the Korean War
Combat in Cities training area we heard a distant klaxon alarm. Soon we
identified that the alarm was coming from the solitary Delta II Solid
Rocket Processing Building. Finally close enough, we observed water
pouring from the bottom area of all the building doors. The water had
been flowing for some time, as a new pond was forming in the low spot
outside of the facility fencing. We found a Base field phone, called my
wife, Vickie, and gave her a couple of Boeing Engineers’ names to look
up and contact. The sun was setting so we pushed on to finish our last
few miles. We reached Surf Beach about 9 p.m. Later we learned that the
building fire sprinkler system had activated and the annunciation link to
the fire department had failed. When my Boeing friend reached the
building, the alarm was coming from Sunday night, he found one to two
feet of water in the building which readily poured from the doorway
that he opened. Much clean up and repair followed.
Two additional hikes allowed us to hike the total Vandenberg AFB coast,
SLC-6 to Surf Beach and SLC-6 to the Base south boundary with Jalama
Beach County Park and its desirable Jalama Burgers.
I appreciated The Aerospace Corporation and the Base then, but looking back, it is pretty amazing that
they would put so much trust in a Scout Troop exploring Vandenberg AFB on their own. 
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My “Geek” Tour
By Linda Stephenson

In June of 2014, after touring around Switzerland with my nephew, my husband Terry and I joined a tour
sponsored by the Origins Program at my husband’s Alma Mater, Case Western Reserve University
(CRWU). The tour guides were Dr. Glen Starkman, a theoretical physicist associated with both CWRU and
CERN (The European Organization for Nuclear Research) and Dr. Patricia Princehouse, an evolutionary
biologist, also at CWRU. This was a small group tour with only twenty participants. The tour began in
Geneva, which was undergoing a heat wave with temperatures in the high 90’s. Apparently, there was a
World Health Organization conference at the time, so hotel space was very limited. The hotel that the tour
started in was an older facility with no air conditioning. We hoped this was not going to be an omen of
things to come, but, fortunately, things were much improved for the rest of the journey.
The first day of the tour we were bussed to a chocolate factory (we were in
Switzerland after all) and then on to Chamonix at the base of Mont Blanc.
After lunch, we rode the cable car to Aiguille-du-Midi, which is the end
point of the aerial tram and a large facility with gift shops and restaurants.
The view of the Swiss Alps from the top was amazing.
Aiguille-du –Midi
The following day we headed to CERN for
a day-long tour. For me, this day was the main reason we were on the
tour. I had wanted to go to CERN for years. CERN had been in the news
in 2012, when the Large Hadron Collider (LHC), the world’s largest particle
accelerator, finally found the Higgs Boson. The Higgs Boson and its
associated field are responsible for the mass of sub-atomic particles. The
LHC is contained in an underground circular tunnel 27 kilometers in
circumference. The ATLAS and CMS detectors are placed at opposite
sides of the ring. It took the fact that both detectors were in agreement to
finalize the discovery of the Higgs. In 2014 the detectors were being
upgraded, so we were able to have access to areas normally not available
to the public. In particular, we were able to see both ATLAS and CMS.
Dr. Starkman and others, who were on staff at CERN, provided the needed
background information and lectures on particle physics. Between the
ATLAS Detector
ATLAS and CMS tours, we were able to have lunch in the CERN cafeteria. I
had heard and found it to be true, that the cafeteria serves both beer and wine.

The next day we departed Geneva for Carcassonne, a fortified town in
Languedoc-Roussillon, whose history goes back to a Roman settlement. My
husband and I had been to Carcassonne in the past, but this time, we were
able to stay in the elegant hotel within the town walls. Europe was still in the
grip of a heat wave, and wouldn’t you know, the air conditioning did not
work in our room. It was not a problem, however, because they moved us
to a suite, which was lovely and had its own private patio. That evening we
walked to a local restaurant where we had the best cassoulet (a traditional
dish with white beans, veal, chicken, and sausages) that I have ever had.

Castle Carcassonne
(Continued on page 17)

Page 16

Spring 2016

My “Greek” Tour (Continued from page 16)

After breakfast, we traveled to the small town of Saint Savin in the Pyrenees. On the way, we stopped
at Gargas, our first Paleolithic cave. Gargas is famous for its handprint art, which was created by blowing
red ochre around a hand placed on the wall of the cave There are hand prints of adults and children. The
art has been dated to about 27,000 years before the present (BP). Later we stopped at a fascinating
restaurant called Lugdunum for lunch, which recreated meals based on ancient roman recipes. This was
an indication of how important food and drink were going to be for the rest of the trip. Our hotel in Saint
Savin was called Le Viscos, and it boasted an excellent restaurant. In fact, the owner/chef was reputed to
be Sarkozy’s favorite chef. We were told he often flew down for dinner from Paris.

Pic du Midi

Over the next three days, we enjoyed the scenery, food, wine and other
aspects of the French Pyrenees. Leaving Saint Savin, we traveled over the
road used for the mountain part of the Tour de France on the way to an
overnight stay at Pic du Midi, which is an active observatory. The observatory provides lodging for a limited number of overnight guests and is only
accessible by aerial tram. Pic du Midi is at an elevation of 10,000 feet, with
views of the surrounding mountains. We stayed overnight and were able to
use one of the smaller telescopes to observe the heavens. Even without a
scope the view of the Milky Way was amazing.

After leaving Pic du Midi we stopped at the private museum
associated with the Cave of Three Brothers, another Paleolithic
site dated to 15,000 BP. Although the cave itself is closed, the
museum had replicas of its most famous painting called “The
Sorcerer” and a unique clay sculpture of bison. The next day
we were able to tour Niaux cave with an anthropologist. Since
the cave is large we were able to take pictures. Niaux cave and
its artwork date to 14,000 BP.
We finished our tour with two nights in Toulouse, before returning
home. Our “Geek” tour had covered CERN, an observatory,
and 3 Paleolithic sites, plus great food and wine. It was certainly a
trip to remember. 

Cave Drawing in Niaux

“There isn't time, so brief is life, for bickerings, apologies, heartburnings, callings to account. There is only time for loving, and but an instant, so to speak, for that.” ~Mark Twain
“I am old but I am forever young at heart. We are always the same age inside. Know that you
are the perfect age. Each year is special and precious; you can only live it once. Do not regret
growing older, it's a privilege denied to many!” ~Richard Gere
“Life is but an endless unfolding…we are never too old for new beginnings." ~Emina Bajra 

Page 17

Spring 2016

  




In Memoriam
Sincere sympathy is extended to the families of:

Marvin Alberda, member of technical staff, hired Jan. 21, 1963, retired Apr. 1, 1989, died Nov. 21, 2015.
J.W. Allen, office of technical support, hired Aug. 22, 1960, retired Oct. 1, 1993, died Jan. 28, 2016.
Herbert Babin, member of technical staff, hired Jan. 15, 1962, retired Aug. 1, 1994, died Feb. 16, 2016.
Patricia Baker, secretary administration, hired June 17, 1985, retired Apr. 1, 1992, died Mar. 8, 2016.
Menillio Bello, director, hired Oct. 5, 1965, retired Oct. 1, 1996, died Dec. 16, 2015.
James Benning, director of security and safety, hired Jul. 6, 1960, retired Jan. 1, 1987, died Sep. 22, 2015.
Franklin Boller, member of technical staff, hired Apr. 21, 1966, retired Nov. 1, 1991, died Jan. 1, 2016.
Silas Brewer, member of technical staff, hired Nov.5, 1962, retired Feb. 1, 1994, died Aug. 21, 2015.
Alfred Bluntschli, member of the administrative staff, hired Aug. 27, 1962, retired Jul. 1, 1990, died Jul. 4, 2015.
Velma Brown, secretary, hired Jan. 15, 1973, retired Jul. 1, 1978, died Nov. 26, 2015.
Louise Buck, office technical support, hired Jan. 29, 1962, retired Feb. 1, 1989, died Oct. 6, 2015.
Oscar Burkhardt, member of administration staff, hired April 16, 1962, retired Jul. 1, 1991, died, Mar. 3, 2016.
*Bettye Carmichael, office assistant, hired Mar. 3, 1969, retired Jan. 1, 2005, died Nov. 6, 2015.
Patrick Dunn, member of technical staff, hired Jan. 24, 1963, retired Feb. 1, 1988, died Feb. 16, 2016.
Robert Durant, member of administration staff, hired Jun. 1, 1961, retired Dec. 1, 1993, died Aug. 19, 2015.
James Egan, principal director, hired Mar. 30, 1971, retired Oct. 1, 1986, died Aug. 28, 2015.
Richard Elet, member of technical staff, hired Sep. 21, 1987, retired Jul. 1, 2013, died Sep. 30, 2015.
John Eylar, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 11, 1972, retired Jun. 1, 1991, died Aug. 4, 2015.
Dorris Foltz, secretary, hired Aug. 14, 1967, retired Oct. 1, 1988, died Jan. 21, 2016.
Kaye Freeman, member of technical staff, hired Aug.14, 1961, retired Feb. 2, 2002, died Jan. 2, 2016.
Gilbert Friese, member of technical staff, hired Jan. 12, 1970, retired Aug. 1, 1991, died Oct. 26, 2015.
Jewel Gee, member of administration staff, hired Oct. 3, 1960, retired Nov. 1, 1992, died Feb. 16, 2016.
George Goldfarb, member of technical staff, hired Mar. 27, 1961, retired Oct. 1, 1978, died Nov. 24, 2015.
Bobby Grizzle, security supervisor, hired Dec. 2, 1976, retired Oct. 1, 1990, died Mar. 28, 2016.
Frances Hanson, office support, hired Sep. 15, 1980, retired Nov. 1, 1989, died Oct. 9, 2015.
William Heller, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 1, 1960, retired Feb. 1, 1995, died Dec. 4, 2015.
Kenneth Herr, member of technical staff, hired Jul. 16, 1976, retired Oct. 1, 1996, died Nov. 26, 2015.
William Hillard, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 5, 1972, retired Oct. 1, 1993, died Dec. 19, 2015.
Charles Hoff, member of technical staff, hired Nov. 14, 1960, retired Mar. 1, 1988, died Jan. 31, 2016.
Rhona Jenkins, member of administration staff, hired Nov.19, 2001, retired Jul. 1, 2013, Died Nov. 21, 2015.
*Stanley Kesilis, manager, hired Apr. 18, 1961, retired Feb. 1, 1990, died Nov. 29, 2015.
Franklin Koenig, member of the administrative staff, hired Nov. 14, 1960, retired Oct. 1, 1988, died Sep. 1, 2015.
*Leo Kulakowski, principal director, hired, Mar. 21, 1962, retired Jan. 1, 1992, died Mar. 6, 2016.
Arthur Kurz, member of technical staff, hired May 14, 1962, retired Nov. 1, 1983, died Dec. 12, 2015.
Susan Lee, office support, hired Apr. 17, 1978, retired Apr. 1, 1986, died Sep. 15, 2015.
(Continued on page 19)
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In Memoriam
(Continued from page 18)

Phillip Legendre, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 3, 1962, retired Nov. 1, 1987, died Dec. 3, 2015.
*Leonard Lidstrom, member of technical staff, hired Apr. 24, 1972, retired May 1, 1986, died Dec. 21, 2015.
Joseph Marshall, member of technical staff, hired Mar. 5, 1984, retired Oct. 1, 1987, died Dec. 7, 2015.
Jack Martinelli, member of technical staff, hired Apr. 4, 1966, retired May 1, 1981, died Nov. 19, 2015.
Gail Mathas, member of technical staff, hired May 17, 1976, retired Aug. 1, 1996, died Jan. 5, 2016.
Floyd Maxwell, member of technical staff, hired Sep. 30, 1974, retired Apr. 1, 2000, died Jan. 1, 2016.
*Laurence Maynard, member of technical staff, hired Jun. 1, 1981, retired Jun. 1, 1991, died Nov. 15, 2015.
Shirley McElroy, library services, hired Aug. 22, 1960, died Jan. 15, 2016.
Charles Melfi, project engineer, hired, Mar. 29, 1966, retired Jul. 1, 1994, died, Feb. 24, 2016.
Masami Miyahira, office technical support, hired May 12, 1969, retired Dec.1, 1996, died Sep. 10, 2015.
David Mizer, member of technical staff, hired Oct. 10, 1983, retired Jul. 1, 1988, died Sep. 5, 2015.
Rene Mortensen, member of technical staff, hired Oct. 5, 1964, retired Jul. 1, 1992, died Jan. 5, 2016.
Charles Nakamura, member of technical staff, hired May 19, 1964, retired Oct. 1, 1993, died Jan. 29, 2016.
Hideyoshi Nakamura, member of technical staff, hired Jun. 27, 1961, retired Jul. 1, 1986, died Aug. 31, 2015.
Lawrence Paulson, member of technical staff, hired May 15, 1961, retired Jun. 1, 1982, died Jul. 15, 2015.
Earl Reber, member of technical staff, hired Jun. 30, 1970, retired Nov. 1, 1981, died Mar. 24, 2016.
Elizabeth Reed, office support, hired Jul. 6, 1965, retired Jul. 1, 1979, died Dec. 23, 2015.
Lee Rosen, member of technical staff, hired May 14, 1979, retired Sep. 1, 2015, died Oct. 22, 2015.
Charles Sarture, member of technical staff, hired Oct.3, 1960, retired Jul. 1, 1990, died Dec. 31, 2015.
James Shaffer, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 14, 1966, retired Jan. 1, 2010, died Feb. 24, 2016.
Thomas Sherman, stockkeeper, hired Dec. 16, 1969, retired Sep. 1, 1996, died Jan. 15, 2016.
*Tom Shiokari, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 28, 1960, retired Oct. 1, 1993, died Mar. 25, 2016.
Gregory Smith, member of technical staff, hired Jun. 15, 1987, retired Jul. 1, 2006, died Oct. 21, 2015.
Claude Spotwell, senior clerk, hired May 21, 1973, retired Jan. 1, 1983, died, Oct. 12, 2015.
*Paul Stoll, member of technical staff, hired Sep. 8, 1980, retired Dec. 1, 1994, died Mar. 8, 2016.
Alexandria Talladino, secretary administration, hired Mar. 26, 1973, retired Jul. 1, 1991, died Mar. 6, 2016.
Thelma Thiede, office of technical support, hired Jan. 2, 1961, retired Oct. 1, 1988, died Sep. 26, 2015.
Edna Weathers, senior clerk, hired Mar. 6, 1979, retired Sep. 1, 1995, died Oct. 20, 2015.
Roger Westcott, office of technical support, hired Sep. 20, 1965, retired Apr. 1, 1990, died Aug. 23, 2015.
William Widawsky, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 31, 1979, retired Jul. 1, 1991, died Jan. 12, 2016.
Lois Wilson, office of technical support, hired Oct. 29, 1962, retired Feb.1, 1984, died Oct 5, 2015.
Jean Wingard, office of technical support, hired Jul. 7, 1964, retired Aug. 1, 1984, died Sep. 30, 2015.
Maceo Winkfield, other technical staff, hired Jul. 30, 1984, retired May 1, 2005, died Nov. 29, 2015.
Chester Woodson, member of technical staff, hired Nov. 1, 2010, died Nov. 5, 2015. 
* denotes ARC Member
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Spring Luncheon!
Tuesday, June 21, 2016
11 a.m. at the

Bluewater Grill Seafood Restaurant
665 N. Harbor Dr., Redondo Beach, CA 90277
Telephone: 310-318-3474

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Fall 2016 Issue
Please submit items no later than September 15,
2016 for inclusion in the Fall 2016 issue of the
Newsletter which will be mailed to our members on
about November 1, 2016.

We need your stories!

(~600 words — or less — please)
E-mail to:
aeroretirees@gmail.com

Directions to Restaurant:
Click here to let Google Maps give you turn by turn directions.
From The Aerospace Corporation:
 Take Aviation Blvd. South to PCH
 Turn left on PCH to Herondo St.
 Turn right on Herondo St. to N. Harbor Dr.
 Turn left on N. Harbor Dr to Bluewater Grill on the right

Or mail to:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Attn: Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245

If you wish to contact us:
 Use the Contact Us link on our website
 Send an e-mail to:
aeroretirees@gmail.com
 Use the Club’s P.O. address:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Attn: (Name of Board Member)
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245
 Call the ARC voicemail:
310-336-2582
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