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I’m very happy to share this Fall 2016 edition of the Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Newsletter. A special thanks to Linda Stephenson for her transition from Board Secretary to our current Newsletter Editor. I’d also like to thank Jim Carroll for maintaining
our ARC Website. The Newsletter and the Website are excellent resources to allow
our retirees to remain connected with each other and with news from the corporation.
I hope that many of you in the Southern California area will join us for our next ARC
luncheon, to be held on December 6th at 11:00 A.M. Tina Pool, Programs Director for
ARC, and her team continue to do a great job in making all of the arrangements necessary to accommodate the 100+ retirees, who routinely attend the luncheons. The
speaker at this luncheon will be our newly appointed President/CEO, Mr. Steve Isakowitz. Please plan to join us!
Since our last ARC luncheon, the corporation has entered a new era. At a CEO Transition Convocation
on 13 September 2016, it was acknowledged that Dr. Wanda Austin would retire effective 1 October 2016,
and Mr. Steve Isakowitz would be our new President/CEO. Mr. Isakowitz is only the seventh corporate
president, since Aerospace was created in 1960. Dr. Austin has been a part of the Aerospace family the
past 37 years, serving as President/CEO the last 8 years. Mr. Isakowitz comes to Aerospace with extraordinary credentials, and he looks forward to providing the high caliber of leadership exemplified by his
predecessors. I hope that you can join me at the luncheon in December to hear Mr. Isakowitz speak .
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Aerospace Retirees’ Club
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Executive Committee:
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President:
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9/18
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Andy Amram

9/18

Secretary:
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9/17
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Sharon Waterous
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9/18

Programs:
Tina Pool

Term Ends

9/18
9/18
9/18
9/17
9/17
9/17
9/18
9/18

Ex-Officio:

Newsletter:
Linda Stephenson

Pat Bohlke
Jim Carroll
Tom Freitag
Janet Hiatt
Lisi Jackson
Leila Jennings
Don Town

9/16

Membership:
Bob Wyman

Appointed:

Dave Evans
Bill Deacon
Linda Drake
Joe Meltzer
Shirley McCarty

9/17

ARC Board Highlights
New Board Members
Ken Holden, President: This past September, I was elected President of the Aerospace
Retirees’ Club (ARC), after serving as Vice-President for two years. I retired on 31
March 2011 as General Manager, Launch Operations Division, Space Launch Operations. Since 2003, I had been GM for Launch Operations Division with responsibility for
independent readiness assessments of launches of DoD spacecraft aboard Atlas V, Delta
II and Delta IV launch vehicles. From 2001 through 2003, I was GM for the Launch Verification Division, which provided independent readiness assessments for launches of
DoD spacecraft aboard the heritage launch vehicles: Atlas II, Atlas III, Titan II, Titan IV
and Delta II. During my Aerospace career of 31 years, I was On-Console on Day-ofLaunch for more than 130 launches.
I joined the Engineering & Technology Group of Aerospace Corporation in 1980, and held numerous
positions of increasing responsibility over time. I began my career in 1968 with McDonnell-Douglas,
Since retirement, I have taken greater advantage of free time for tennis, beginning golf, enjoying the
sunshine, and volunteering with Meals-on-Wheels. My wife Betty and I are both active church members,
and I have held numerous positions on church committees. Retirement has also offered me more chances
to visit daughter, son-in-law and granddaughter in London, England. After retirement, I have remained
on Casual status. In October 2012, I was called back to support an Accident Investigation Board chartered
by Gen Shelton at Space Command. That effort spanned nearly 19 months, and concluded in May 2014.
I look forward to working with the ARC Board to be of value to Aerospace Retirees in their years of welldeserved retirement. 
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Andy Amram, Vice-President: I retired from The Aerospace Corporation as General
Manager of the Environmental Satellite Systems Division in December 2014. I joined Aerospace in
1983 as a Laboratory Associate in the Failure Analysis Laboratory of the Engineering
Group. Over the next 30 plus years, I held numerous positions of increasing responsibility
in Engineering and in Programs, including a tour in the Washington Corporate Offices
working for the National Security Space Architect, Gen (retired) Robert Dickman.
Since retirement, I’ve embarked on an adventure of discovery and experimentation!
The only experience I can compare retirement to is when one finishes college and steps
out into the world for the first time. So far I have taken great advantage of my time to exercise regularly,
especially swimming outdoors in the sunshine on a local swim team. I continue to serve as a member of
the Aerospace Federal Credit Union board
Retirement has also offered my husband and me more opportunities to travel. We love to scuba dive
which takes us to little known islands in the South Pacific and Caribbean. We also enjoy traveling on
land visiting the great cities of Europe, Asia, and North and South America. We still have numerous places to check out.
I look forward to being your new Vice-President for the next two years.
Jerry Hashimoto, Treasurer: I retired in 2010 as Director of Facilities Engineering and
Construction after 26 years of employment. I continue to do work as a retiree casual. I’ve
been keeping busy with serving on my homeowners’ association board of directors, by
volunteering, working on home improvement projects, doing local sightseeing trips, and
exercising every week by hiking, biking and participating in a bowling league.
We travel to Oahu twice a year to see our now three-year-old grandson and nine-month- old
granddaughter, my daughter and her husband. Travel this year included an enjoyable
two-week camping trip to Sedona, Arizona; Taos and Santa Fe, New Mexico; the pueblo at
Acoma; the Antelope slot canyons of Page, Arizona; and the south rim of the Grand Canyon.
I was appointed to the ARC board in September 2013 and was just elected to my second two-year term
as treasurer. It has been an enjoyable experience serving on the board and getting to know and work
with the other board members.

Treasurer’s Report
The primary source of the club’s operating income is member dues. At the end of the fiscal year, 30
September 2016, we collected $5,710 in member’s dues of which $2,265 were dues paid in advance.
The total of the Retirees’ Club credit union and bank balances was $19,445.32. The bulk of this
($12,920) consisted of prepaid dues that must be set aside for use in future years. Thus, our net available
funds were $6,525.32. This was $1,489.30 more than last year’s total. This increase was attributed to savings achieved in more efficient use of newsletter e-mail distribution and thus less printing/postage costs.
Expenses for our two luncheons were covered by charges to attendees. We spent about $9,185 for the
two events with a net balance realized after expenses of $295.
Other expenses for the year were:
 Printing and mailing of the two newsletters cost of $2,395;
 Ballot printing & mailing;
 Club post office mailbox rental;
(Continued on page 4)
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(Continued from page 3)




Web license and management;
Miscellaneous operating costs.
We continue exploring ways to reduce the costs of printing and distributing the ballots, streamlining
our newsletter, and distributing the newsletter in the Corporation’s annual data package to prospective
retirees. We have improved our website, <aeroretirees.org> with hyperlinks to sites we feel may be of
interest to retirees. We also maintain a Facebook page. 

ARC-East Event

On Wednesday, September 21, about twenty members of the East
Coast Retirees Club met at The Old House Vineyard in Culpeper, Virginia. People brought food to share and there was wine tasting available. It was a beautiful day in the
countryside and we had a lovely venue for our potluck lunch. A few photos are shown below. 

NOTICE
The expressions of opinion in the Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter are the opinions of the writers
and editors and not necessarily those of the Aerospace Retirees’ Club or The Aerospace Corporation.
See full disclaimer for the Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter, Website and Facebook page. 
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From the Editor. . .

Linda Stephenson

There is a saying that “What goes around, comes around.” It often has a pejorative meaning, but, in my
case, it just means that I have the privilege of being your Newsletter editor for another two years. I feel
that providing the Newsletter is one of the most important activities the ARC undertakes, and I hope I can
continue to provide a quality product. This fall’s edition has many of the features you have become used
to. There is Board News which introduces our new officers, an article from the Aerospace Federal Credit
Union by Ian Freshman, a report on the Spring Luncheon and associated photos, and information on the
upcoming Holiday Luncheon. We also have reports on other club activities including the east coast membership’s visit to a winery and two local museum excursions. There is also the Odd and Ends column with
some Travel Tips. Finally, I have included an article about my trip to Antarctica and Iguazu Falls, and
there is an article discussing three member’s experiences volunteering at the California Science Center.
While I don’t mind providing an article about my travels, I would like to encourage other members to
provide articles of interest, whether it is about travel experiences, hobbies, pets, volunteer opportunities,
helpful hints or any other pleasant experiences. We would like to hear from you. Just go to Contact Us on
the website or send it to us by email. If you are not technically inclined, hardcopy via US mail works too.
Speaking of email, we are gradually changing the way we deliver the Newsletter. In order to reduce
costs over time, we are trying to maximize electronic delivery. If we have your email address, you will
receive the Newsletter electronically. If we don’t have your email, you will receive a hardcopy through
the mail. If you have requested both types of distribution in the past on the membership form
you will receive an email and a hardcopy. Note that “both” is no longer an option for new members.
With the emphasis on electronic distribution, it is important that we have your current email. It seems that
people change email providers more frequently than they move. Making sure we have your current
email is easy to do. If you are coming to the Holiday Luncheon, you can give us your current email on the
reservation form. You can also give us updated information, if you are using the enclosed membership
form (page11) to renew your membership. Last but not least you can send us an email or leave a
voicemail. Contact info is on Page 20.

ARC December Holiday Luncheon
By Tina Pool

The 2016 Holiday luncheon will be held in the Sevilla, Madrid, and La Palma (combined) banquet rooms
at the Embassy Suites LAX South located at 1440 E. Imperial Avenue in El Segundo. The luncheon will be
held on Tuesday, December 6, 2016, beginning with a social hour at 11 A.M., followed by lunch at noon.
In the past, your Board has managed to keep the costs down. But this year the restaurants and hotel that
were used in the past were not available, so our choices were limited. We still had the same criteria - but
there were fewer venues that met the criteria of: close proximity to Aerospace, free parking, adequate
capacity, separate room, and reasonable costs. As a result, the luncheon cost had to be increased to $45,
even with a subsidy by the club.
We will have speakers from Aerospace who will provide a status of the Corporation and our retirement
benefits. President and CEO, Steve Isakowitz; Assistant Treasurer, Jennifer Shannon; and HR Director of
Retirement, MaryAnn Bailey; have been invited, along with representatives from the Credit Union.
The reservation form is on page 6. A map with directions can be found on the back page of this newsletter. 
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The Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Invites you and your guest to join us for our Holiday Luncheon

Tuesday, December 6, 2016

Embassy Suites LAX South
1440 E. Imperial Avenue
El Segundo, CA 90245
(See map and directions on back page)

Combined Sevilla, Madrid and La Palma Rooms
No-host bar opens at 11 a.m.
Lunch will be served at 12 noon

Price is $45 per person
Please respond by November 25th, 2016, using the form below.
For last minute changes in plans, or questions, please phone:
Tina Pool 310-673-7504 or Pat Bohlke 310-674-1882

A refund will be made only with 72-hour cancellation notice.
Refunds after that time will be subject to approval by the board.
---------------------------------------------------------------Please cut on line------------------------------------------------------------------

Reservations for Holiday Luncheon, December 6, 2016
Please return this form by November 25, 2016, along with a check for $45 per person made payable to
the "Aerospace Retirees' Club" to ensure your reservation(s). Indicate menu choice(s) and name(s).

Your telephone number ______________ Email _____________________________________________________
Member Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge)
___________________________________________________________

Grilled chicken, marsala sauce, mushroom medley ____
Grilled salmon, smoked paprika oil, buerre blanc___

Spicy arrabbiata cheese ravioli (vegetarian) ____
Guest Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge)
___________________________________________________________

Grilled chicken, marsala sauce, mushroom medley ____
Grilled salmon, smoked paprika oil, buerre blanc___
Spicy arrabbiata cheese ravioli (vegetarian) ____
**Please cut from page and return to the following address:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245
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ARC Spring Luncheon
June 21, 2016
By Tina Pool

The June Luncheon was held for the first time at the Bluewater Grill Restaurant, located at the Redondo
Beach Pier. The Avalon Room,
which is located on the second
floor (with elevator access), has a
view of the marina. It is a private
banquet room with a permanent bar on
one wall and two walls of windows.
The foyer was set up with tables for
registration, photo displays of ARC
activities, and the Aerospace Credit
Union.
The menu choices were: beef medallions, mahi mahi, and vegetarian pasta.
Included with the entrees were: garden salad, vegetables, rolls and butter,
coffee, tea, lemonade, soft drinks, and for dessert a mixed berry tart.
Before lunch was served, Dave Evans, ARC president, welcomed the attendees and invited guests.
Guests from the Aerospace Credit Union were: Ian Fleming and Jeri Smith. He also recognized the new
retirees, who were attending the ARC luncheon for
the first time.
After lunch, Dave reported on the status of the
East Coast ARC, upcoming elections, the ARC
website and Facebook page. He then introduced
the Board and thanked attendees for coming. Tom
Frietag was introduced. He wanted to find out if
there were any members who are museum docents
or who might be interested in group visits to
museums. Those who were interested, should
contact him through the ARC Facebook page.
Then Dave introduced Tina Pool, Program Chair,
who coordinated the luncheon with the assistance
of ARC Board members. She thanked the credit union representatives for their continued support, Pat
Downing for the photo display, and all of the members who helped. She then introduced hospitality
chair Pat Bohlke who introduced and thanked her committee.

The Credit Union contributed two $50 Visa gift cards, and the Aerospace Players donated four vouchers for their production of ‘Fiddler on the Roof', for the raffle. The center pieces were given to
the attendee at each table whose raffle ticket number was the lowest at the table. Tina thanked the attendees for coming and invited them to the December holiday luncheon. 
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Photos from the Spring Luncheon

Emily Lewis, Marion Brownberger

Jeanne Kirschner
Evelyn Sotack, Rita
Stoll

Renae Thorpe, Donna Kahl, Judy Moore
Margo Weber, Carol Williams

Ron Rector, Ernie Wade
Mig Mignot, John Stevens, Joe Meltzer

Shirley McCarty
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Credit Union Updates
By Ian Freshman

There are some exciting things going on at the credit union, and I'm pleased to be able to highlight a
few of them for you here:
Receive a $50 Visa Gift Card – Open an AFCU Fee-Free Checking Account and make a direct deposit
of $500 or more by November 30, 2016 and receive a $50 VISA® Gift Card. Use your gift card anywhere that accepts VISA. Perfect timing for the holiday shopping season! For full details and to
learn more go to www.aerofcu.org.
New Online and Mobile Banking – Have you tried our new AeroAccess Home Banking yet? Enhanced online and mobile features include debit card cashback offers, integrated credit cards,
mortgage loans and improved money management and account maintenance. Plus ,
MoneyDesktop which gives you the ability to manage your AFCU accounts and accounts you have
at other financial institutions from one central place. Visit www.aerofcu.org for full details.
VISA Shopping Rewards – Aerospace Federal Credit Union is offering Bonus Rewards this holiday season on purchases made with AFCU Platinum VISA® Cash Back and Rewards Credit Cards. Earn 3%
Cash Back, or 3 Rewards points for every dollar spent on ALL purchases (including online) on

“Black Friday” (Nov. 25, 2016) and “Cyber Monday” (Nov. 28, 2016). Earn 2% Cash Back, or 2 Rewards points per dollar spent on purchases made in December 2016 at retail, department and jewelry stores. For full details and to apply visit www.aerofcu.org.
AFCU Youth Products - At Aerospace Federal Credit Union, we know kids today need help establishing the skills that will bring them a future filled with financial stability and prosperity. There is no
better place to help kids and teens achieve their financial goals than with a financial institution
their family members already know and trust. Explore all our youth products at
www.aerofcu.org/youth

.
Fee-Free ATM Access - Aerospace Federal Credit Union members have access to 30,000 fee-free
ATMs (including 9,000 deposit-taking), at locations like Costco, 7-Eleven, Walgreens and Rite Aid
stores. Type your zip code in the Locator on our home page at www.aerofcu.org to find a CO-OP
network ATM or Shared Branch near you.
VISA Gift Cards – AFCU has VISA gift cards available for purchase. You can choose any denomination
between $25 and $500. Perfect for holiday gifts!

Retirement Resources – As an AFCU member you can take advantage of the various retirement finance tools that we offer. Visit www.aerofcu.org and go to the Resources tab and from the dropdown menu, then choose Home and Family Finance. 
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August
Victoria Bryant
May to October 2016 William R Castle
Hester Covington
May
Constance Cureton
Nemesio Caraballo
Terri Davis
David C Evans
Barbara Hainey
Thomas Jasin
William W. Hansen
Douglas McCorkell
Rodney A. Hignite
Terry Roberts
Larry Jansen
Kuang Tsai
Bonnie Johnston
Robin Wilkes
Lois A. Kumm
John R. Ligda
June
Terry Brennan
Roman A. Liwak
Barbara Doke
Kathleen L. McDonald
Janice Walters
Helen Miyake
Rudolph Whitlow Jr
Rosanne M. Modlin
Douglas M. Moody
July
Grace Padelford
Shelley Brosnan
Susan Painter
Heinz Butner
Russell Patera
Rand Fisher
Erwin Perl
John Ranaudo
Robert Prager
Dennis Sweeney
Rita Rios

Recent Retirees

Sharon Robinson
George Rock
Alan Rowland
Jan Schatz
Bonnie Troup
Wing Yu
Paul Yun
September
George Arkus
Wendell Barrett
Shirley Dohzen
Michael Duffy
Cynthia Johnson
Charles Johnson
Rosa McDonald
Charles McGee
Cheryl Sakaizawa
Jesse Sheinwald
Robert Shintaku
Stephen Young
Marc Zaharchuk

October
Michael Andrews

Wanda Austin
Steven Bougher
Robert Carlisle
Patrick Cheatham
Thomas Darone
Thurman Haas
Michael Holmes
Kenneth L. Huck
Charlotte LazarMorrison
Norman Lee
William S. Macaulay
David H. McCasland
Hugh McKay
Carlton Nealy
Kathleen Nilges
Thomas Oldenburg
Alan Peterson
Donald Putnick
James Rochier
JoMarie Rosser
Paul Stanton

By Linda Stephenson

Travel Tips: In the past we have had Travel Tips, which talked about replacing cruise ship excursions
with tours that you book on your own. There are companies that facilitate booking your own tours on any
trip. Three such firms are:
VIATOR—provides large or small group and private tours worldwide,
http://www.Viator.com
City Discovery- provides large or small group and private tours worldwide,
http://www.city-discovery.com
ToursByLocals—private tours worldwide, direct from local guide,
http://www.toursbylocals.com

My husband and I have used all three at one time or another. VIATOR and City Discovery
are companies that essentially front for tour companies, and provide excursions that are similar to those
that you might get on an organized touring vacation. ToursByLocals excursions are sometimes available
from the other two firms as private tours, but may be cheaper from ToursByLocals. A little comparison
shopping is worthwhile .
Page 10

Fall 2016

“The graveyard is the richest place on earth, because it is here that you will find all the hopes and dreams that
were never fulfilled, the books that were never written, the songs that were never sung, the inventions that were
never shared, the cures that were never discovered, all because someone was too afraid to take that first step, keep
with the problem, or determined to carry out their dream.” ~Les Brown
“Youth is happy because it has the capacity to see beauty. Anyone who keeps the ability to see beauty never grows
old.” ~Franz Kafka
“A good traveler has no fixed plans, and is not intent on arriving.” ~Lao Tzu
“You have to embrace getting older. Life is precious, and when you’ve lost a lot of people, you realize each day is a
gift.” ~Meryl Streep
“The adventure of life is to learn. The purpose of life is to grow. The nature of life is to change. The challenge of life
is to overcome. The essence of life is to care. The opportunity of life is to serve. The secret of life is to dare. The
spice of life is to befriend. The beauty of life is to give.” ~William Arthur Ward

Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Membership Application
Please enter all of the data below:

NAME ______________________________________________________________________ NEW _____ RENEWAL _____
MAILING ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________
CITY ____________________________________________________ STATE _____________________ ZIP _______________
EMAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________________
(To minimize the cost of running the Club, we will send newsletters and other mailings (approximately 3-5 per year) to your email address, if you have one.)

**All information is for Club use only and will not be released to anyone without your permission.**

Annual Membership Dues are $5 per FISCAL YEAR, which ends on September 30th.
Multi-year memberships are encouraged, and we offer LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS for $75.
Your membership expiration date will appear in one of the following places:
a) In the email message your newsletter is attached to, or
b) On the mailing label for your newsletter.
c) By checking the ARC website member directory
Enclosed is my check for $_________ for ______year(s) dues, or ____ Lifetime Membership
Please make your check payable to Aerospace Retirees’ Club and mail it with this entire form to:

Aerospace Retirees’ Club - Membership, P.O. Box 2194, El Segundo, CA 90245
Please note: Your Club will exist only as long as there are volunteers to run it. If you are able to become involved
as an officer, in planning events, or in other roles, please check here _____A board member will contact you.
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A reminder: Aerospace external outreach representatives will be at the Holiday
luncheon to discuss and answer questions about the Aerospace STEM Endowment
Fund; they will also accept donations (cash or checks) for all those so inclined to
donate. For more information, see Aerospace STEM Endowment Fund.
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Austin Passes Leadership Torch to Isakowitz
Aerospace employees and many distinguished guests gathered on Tuesday, Sept. 13, to witness a special occasion at the corporation—the official transfer of leadership responsibility between Aerospace
CEO Dr. Wanda Austin, and the corporation’s president, Steve Isakowitz.
The CEO Transition Convocation gave those in attendance in Titan IVA and IVB, and those in regional
offices, the opportunity to bid Austin farewell and pay homage to her contributions as president and
CEO for the past eight years. It was also the corporation’s first formal introduction to Isakowitz, who will
assume his position as president and CEO on Oct. 1
Dr. David Gorney, executive vice president and host of the ceremony, noted that there have only been
six presidents in the history of the corporation, who have all left an impressive legacy of accomplishments that we are still building upon today. He acknowledged a large group of special guests in attendance and introduced Lt. Gen. Samuel Greaves, Commander, Space and Missile Systems Center.
Greaves expressed his sincere thanks to Austin, discussed many of her accomplishments, and said that
her tenure was simply outstanding, all the while remarking that he does not use the word “outstanding”
very often. He emphasized that leadership is action— not a position. He also discussed the important relationship the Space and Missile Systems Center has with Aerospace and the broader national space
community.
Ambassador Barbara Barrett, chairman of the Aerospace board of trustees, discussed the challenges of
finding a new CEO as accomplished and dedicated as Austin.
“Steve Isakowitz has the right set of skills and experience—in government and industry—to lead Aerospace in a rapidly changing environment of constrained customer resources, challenging threats, and
exciting new space technologies,” she said.
Barrett thanked Austin for her more than three decades of service to Aerospace and the nation. “In an
industry known for the phrase ‘failure is not an option,’ Dr. Wanda Austin has repeatedly excelled where
less visionary leaders would have fallen short,” she said.
She presented Austin with a gift—a donation of $12,500 to the Aerospace STEM Endowment Fund,
which directly supports underprivileged students as they work to pursue academic and career paths in
math and science. She explained that Austin wanted to donate her traditional outgoing CEO gift to the
STEM Endowment fund, and the managers and general managers were inspired to donate this additional
sum. This gift will make it possible to award an additional Dr. Wanda M. Austin STEM Scholarship to a
deserving student in 2017.
Austin took the stage to detail some professional highlights she has experienced during her eight years
as president and CEO, emphasizing that each achievement has been a result of great teamwork.
“I’d like to thank all of you who have served this company with such distinction for so many years,” she
said. “The work that we have done together—as a team—has enabled us to reach new heights as a company and to provide exemplary support to our customers — all for the benefit of this great nation.
She honored two people who have been critical to her success at the corporation. First, Larcine Gantner, her executive assistant, who she termed “unflappable.” The second individual was Gorney who she
defined as analytical, creative, hard- charging, and amiable–a rare combination, according to Austin.
Both Gantner and Gorney are retiring this year after 38 and 37 years, respectively.
Austin said that she looks forward to continuing to learn and explore and to enjoy her family. “It will be
a big change for me, and I can assure you that The Aerospace Corporation will never be far from my
mind,” she said. “This company has shaped who I am today, and I will always feel profoundly connected
to all of you here at Aerospace.”
Reproduced from the Orbiter with permission
Full text in the September Orbiter
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Volunteering
By Buddy Bregman, Marty Mildon, Art Shapiro

After retiring from successful careers at Aerospace, during which
we had worked on the space shuttle program, we all thought it was
time to give back some of that knowledge. What better opportunity
than to volunteer at the California Science Center (CSC) space shuttle
Endeavour exhibit.
We are part of the Thursday group of volunteers that answer
questions and offer little stories about one of the 3 existing shuttles,

and the only external fuel tank (ET84). The shuttle flew missions that
ferried components for assembly of the space station, carried satellites to low earth orbit for launch to their final orbit, or ferried astronauts to and from the space station.
School groups, local visitors and visitors from all over the world come to see the shuttle.
Many of the out-of-towners make the shuttle a destination for their vacation while the school kids come
as part of their field trips to see the science center.
This has been an educational experience for us.
Each of us was most familiar with different facets
of the shuttle, based on our engineering work.

We gained additional knowledge by listening to
other volunteers, whose work experience was
with other areas such as thermal protective tiles,
aerodynamics, propulsion, electrical power,
mission planning, or any one of the other skills
needed to make the program successful. Also,
NASA has published and has made available on
their website significant technical details for anyone interested in that level of detail. We also have
had visitors that actually built some shuttle parts.
Most volunteers spend 4 hours per week in the
display areas talking to visitors or answering questions. Some of the more often asked questions relate to
the number of missions Endeavour flew (25), how heavy is it (175,000 pounds), how big is it (about 124
feet long), what are the tiles made of (several different high-temperature, light-weight materials), and
why is the flag backwards on one side (so it faces the rear of the shuttle and it appears to flow as if the
wind is unfurling it). When a group of school kids are hesitant about asking questions we start by asking
them some obvious ones, and that gets them thinking, focusing, and asking questions.
There are numerous volunteering opportunities available to retirees at CSC. They treat us right with
free memberships and discounts on gifts, food and special shows. It is a wonderful way to utilize your acquired technical skills or just stay involved in some activity where you get out to interact with people and
give back to the community. It is certainly better than sitting at home and doing crossword puzzles. For
the time of your life call the CSC Volunteer Office at (213)744-2124 and find out how your lifetime acquired skills can inspire the next generation 
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Local ARC Museum Tours
By Tom Freitag

The Los Angeles area is home to many wonderful museums and other exhibits that can provide an interesting afternoon’s diversion. Lately the Aeroretirees started offering tours of local museums to any local
interested members. Our first tour was of the Peterson Automotive Museum and was conducted by Saul
Miller, docent and Aerospace retiree. Nine of us
attended a 90-minute tour of classic and rare automobiles from the 1920s, 30s, 40s, 50s, 60s and
70s. The museum completed a 100-million-dollar

facelift late last year and has something for everyone.
Those who attended and in the back row were Sol
Miller, Dorothy Hazelton, Evan Hazelton, Judy
Gonser, Gary Gonser, Jerry Hashimoto and Alan Dubin.
Seated in the Model T were Tom Freitag and Don
Town. More pictures from the event have been posted on the Aeroretirees Facebook page.
On September. 29 seven of us met at the South
Coast Botanic Garden and enjoyed a two-hour tour of the gardens, conducted by fellow retiree and docent Lynn
Bridgman. Through the efforts of local gardeners and with the support of other arboretums in the area, the
gardens transformed an old landfill into a site of beauty and peace. The South Bay climate enables a wide
variety of fauna to grow and flourish. Lynn has
led tours of the gardens for a number of years
and supplemented the beauty of the gardens
with

colorful

remembrances.

Those

that

toured were: Back row: Betty Freitag, Tom
Freitag, Jim Carroll, Gary Goser, Front row:
Lynn Bridgman, Barbara Hainey, Rosanne
Modlin and Judy Gonser.
We plan to tour local museums at least quarterly. Potential upcoming tours are of the Getty
Museums, Gene Autry Museum, La Brea Tar Pits,
the Flight Path Museum, and he California Science
Center. Please leave a post on the Retiree’s
Facebook page if you have an interest in other
local attractions:
https://www.facebook.com/aeroretirees/
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Trip to the Bottom of the World
By Linda Stephenson

I had always wanted to go to Antarctica, and in January of 2011 an opportunity presented itself. The
travel agent that we have used for our solar eclipse trips, put together a trip to Antarctica with a special
guest lecturer. The lecturer was Dr. Alex Filippenko, who is a professor of astronomy at U.C. Berkeley.
Dr. Filippenko may be familiar to some readers because of his appearances on the Discovery Channel.
He has also authored several classes for the Teaching Company. In addition
to Antarctica, we added an excursion to Iguazu Falls on the Argentinian/
Brazilian border.
The cruise to Antarctica was to be aboard the Silverseas luxury expedition
ship, the MS Prince Albert (since renamed the Discoverer). The Prince Albert is a small ship with a capacity of 120 passengers. The small size is desirable, because of landing restriction on Antarctica (in some places only 90
people can land). The ship is rated as an icebreaker, which is important
even in the Antarctic summer.
Icy Waters

Getting ready for an Antarctic trip is a bit complicated. There is the recommended gear, such as rubber boots and water-proof
pants that allow you to get in and out of the rubber landing boats (zodiacs),
and all the other cold weather gear. Fortunately, the ship provided parkas,
and we were able to rent boots from a firm in Ushuaia, Argentina, which were
delivered to our state room. For me getting ready was more challenging, because of the add-on excursion to Iguazu Falls, where the temperature is in the
90’s. There were also luggage restrictions imposed by the South American airlines, which were troublesome.

Zodiacs and seal

We flew from LA to Buenos Aires through
Dallas and had allowed a day to see some of
the city. Some of our group flew out of San
Francisco and had plane trouble that meant
they got to Buenos Aires, a day late and
without luggage. Nonetheless, we all flew
on to Ushuaia, which is the southern-most
city in South America, as scheduled, where
we boarded the ship. Our fellow passenIce berg
gers kept hearing their luggage was about to
Capsized ice berg
show up, but folks wisely did some shopping in Ushuaia. Because an
Antarctica cruise does not have to meet a port schedule, the captain held
up our departure for eight hours. Unfortunately, the luggage never showed. Those passengers finally
did get their luggage delivered by Russian expedition ship, at sea, five days later.
The crossing of the Drake Passage lived up to its name and was fairly
rough, especially because of the ship’s small size. Hardly anyone showed
up for the captain’s welcoming reception. Once we reached the shelter of
the Antarctic peninsula, however things smoothed out. Our first taste of Antarctica had us cruising through a forest of ice bergs. The ice bergs are bluish because of the clarity of the water that freezes. There were lots of fantastical shapes, but one of the most interesting was a berg that had flipped
over. That is apparently very common.
Adelie penguin and chick

That same day we made our first landing, which involved getting in and
out of the zodiac and stepping into a foot of water on the beach. Here we
were exposed to the first penguin colony.
(Continued on page 17)

Page 16

Fall 2016

TRIP to the Bottom of the World (Continued from page 16)

Over time we saw colonies of chin strap, adelie, and gentoo penguins. Unfortunately, cruise ships don’t get anywhere
near the range of the emperor penguin, which may be the most
familiar. They are over by McMurdo Sound, where many of the
researchers are.
When you travel to Antarctica, the impact on the environment
is paramount to the expedition ships that go there. For instance, we had our own hiking sticks, but they had to be tested
for foreign seeds before we could take them off the
ship. There are also strict rules about how to interact
Sunset at midnight

(or, rather, not interact) with penguin colonies.. As an
example, we were told to avoid the penguin’s pathways and to stop and let them pass if they were
moving on the path.
By and large we had relatively mild weather
(about 32 degrees Farenheit), and were treated
to days where it never got dark, and views of
rugged glacier-covered peaks. One of the
highlights was the landing at Port Lockroy,
which is a British research station, at the time
staffed by women. Port Lockroy, was Britain’s attempt to
limit the Nazi use of Antarctica during World War II.

Port Lockroy

Dr. Filippenko provided some interesting lectures. One,
in particular, talked about the observations that led to the
discovery of the accelerating universe and dark energy.
The Prince Albert also had a number of lectures about the
ecology of Antarctica.
The weather in Antarctica and the Drake Passage can be
dangerous so we had to cut our visit short, by one day,
because of an impending storm in the Drake Passage.
The crossing back was even rougher than the trip out, and
we had to anchor in the Beagle Channel for a day, because the berth was not available in Ushuaia.

Iguazu Falls
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Once back in Ushuaia, we flew back to Buenos Aires,
spent the night, and the flew to Iguazu Falls, leaving most
of our luggage at the Buenos Aires hotel. We stayed at a
lovely resort and had an all-day tour of the falls, which
are, indeed, spectacular. Then it was back to Buenos
Aires, before traveling home.
Fall 2016

  




In Memoriam
Sincere sympathy is extended to the families of:

William Alarid, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 23, 1965, retired Dec. 1, 1997, died Aug. 28, 2016.
Arthur Allione, member of technical staff, hired Aug.21, 1972, retired Dec.1, 1993, died June 26, 2016.
James Ashmore, member of technical staff, hired Jan. 16, 1961, retired April 1, 1984, died June 14, 2016.
Tommie Baker, secretary, hired Feb. 11, 1963, retired May 1, 1988, died April 3, 2016.
John Barber, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 13, 1967, retired April 1, 1979, died June 13, 2016.

Grover Belden, member of technical staff, hired May 1, 1961, retired Jan. 1, 1994, died June 16, 2016.
Frederick Benedetti*, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 4, 1964, retired July. 1, 1994, died June 22, 2016.
Alan Blackford, member of technical staff, hired July 24, 1967, retired Jan. 1, 2003, died March 30, 2016.
Zegmund Blevis, member of the technical staff, hired Oct. 17, 1960, retired Dec. 1, 1989, died Sept. 27, 2016.
Wade Blocker, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 20,1961, retired March 1, 1988, died July 29, 2015.
Eraine Bromley, office technical staff, hired Aug. 30, 1960, retired Nov. 1, 1987, died, Oct. 7, 2016.
Malcolm Clark, member of technical staff, hired Aug. 5, 1962, retired May 1, 1983, died April 2, 2016.
Joseph Clifford, member of technical staff, hired Aug. 6, 1963, retired July 1, 1994, died April 10, 2016.
Sherman W. Cohen, member of the technical staff, hired Oct. 1, 1977, retired Dec. 1, 1994, died Sept. 17, 2016.
Victor Cortez, technical support staff, hired Nov. 12, 1973, retired June 1, 2012, died Aug. 8, 2016.
Brett Coulter, technical staff, hired March 6, 1989, retired July 26, 2003, died Aug. 23, 2015.
Marcella Crocker member of administration staff, hired Nov. 4, 1965, retired March 1, 1987, died Feb. 10, 2016.
Wayne Dennis, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 20, 1961, retired Dec. 1, 1985, died Jan. 30, 2016
Oliver Drummond, member of technical staff, hired Jan.23, 1967, retired April 1, 1993, died Feb.1, 2016.
Barbara Dwyer, office of technical support, hired Oct. 3, 1960, retired Sept. 1, 1992, died June 10, 2016.
Alice Folkart, member of technical staff, hired July 23, 1984, retired Jan.1, 2007, died June 6, 2016.
Robert Gladson, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 1, 1961, retired Nov. 1, 1991, died Aug. 19, 2016.
John Gobble, member of administrative staff, hired April 9, 1974, retired Sept. 1, 1995, died July 21, 2016.
Stanley Greenfield, member of technical staff, hired April 26, 1982, retired Jan. 1, 1991, died May 10, 2016.
Doris Hall, member of administrative staff, hired Dec. 10, 1973, retired June 1, 1979, died July 24, 2016.
Bob Harwell, member of administration staff, hired May 24, 1971, died June 27, 2016.
John Heney, member of technical staff, hired May 19, 1983, retired Oct. 1, 1990, died July 1, 2016.
Diane Holly, administration secretary, hired Feb.12, 1968, retired Jan.1, 2007, died June 26, 2016.
Franklin Howard, member of technical staff, hired May 31, 1966, retired March 1, 1980, died June 9, 2016.
George Jensen, systems director, hired Aug. 30, 1965, retired March 1, 2003, died April 15, 2016.

(Continued on page 19)
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In Memoriam
(Continued from page 18)

Kenneth Kamber, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 13, 1965, retired Oct. 1, 1993, died April 1, 2016.
Harold Kaufman, project engineer, hired Oct. 8, 1964, retired Oct.1, 1990, died July 2, 2016.
John Krieg, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 14, 1961, retired May 1, 1990, died April 14, 2016.
John Krisilas, member of technical staff, hired July 28, 1961, retired Jan. 1, 1990, died Aug. 12, 2016.
Lynda Leatherman, administrative specialist, hired Jan.2, 1996, died May 9, 2016.
George Loftin, member of technical staff, hired June 21, 1977, retired June 16, 1989, died Aug. 23, 2016.
Jim Martinez, member of administration staff, hired Aug. 19, 1963, retired Feb. 1, 1994, died April 17, 2016.
James Massey, member of the technical staff, hired March 11, 1985, retired July 1, 1999, died Oct. 8, 2016
Rudy Mostajo, member of technical support, hired June 1, 1999, retired Jan. 1, 2000, died May 11, 2016.
Betty Mayhew, office technical support, hired Feb. 4, 1974, retired July 1, 1983, died Oct. 5, 2016.
Roger Newman, member of technical staff, hired April 1, 1980, retired May 1, 1991, died April 14, 2016.
Robert Nordli, member of technical staff, hired Nov. 6, 1977, retired Feb. 1, 1988, died Feb. 2, 2016.
May Peak, office of technical support, hired April 10, 1961, retired June 1, 1988, died April 27, 2016.
Carol Perkins, accounting clerk, hired Jan. 21, 1985, retired Nov. 1, 1993, died May 16, 2015.
Donald Peterson, member of administrative staff, hired Nov. 21, 1988, retired April 1, 2000, died April 5, 2016.
Robert Redpath, member of technical staff, hired May 20, 1980, retired Sept. 1, 1987, died June 20, 2016.
Kenneth Sandoval, engineer specialist, hired Oct. 16, 1962, retired Sept. 1, 1995, died July 2, 2016.
Kenneth Steffan*, member of technical staff, hired Aug. 23, 1960, retired June 30, 1994, died Aug. 30, 2016.
Leo Stuart, budget administration, hired Oct. 15 , 1962, retired Jan. 1, 1988, died April 24, 2016.
Philip Talley, member of technical staff, hired Nov. 7, 1970, retired April 1, 1993, died April 1, 2016.

Jesse Tillman, member of technical staff, hired Dec. 23, 1985, retired Sept. 1, 1996, died May 6, 2016.
Anh Tran, member of technical staff, hired July 24, 1989,
Jerry Trent, safety engineer, hired April 21, 1989, retired Sept 1, 2004, died July 9, 2016.
Gloria Turner, member of administrative staff, hired May 13, 1974, retired April 1, 2002, died July 5, 2016.
John Wessel, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 25, 1974, retired April 1, 2005, died July 6, 2016.
Victor White, member of technical staff, hired May 28, 1962, retired Oct. 1, 1991, died March 25, 2016.
Harry Wilson, member of technical staff, hired March 8, 1979, retired March 1, 1986, died April 17, 2016.
Harold Yerondopoulos, member of the technical staff, hired Sept, 24 1990, retired Aug. 1, 2008, died Sept. 18, 2016.

Lawrence Zamos, member of technical staff, hired June 18, 1984, retired March 1, 2006, died May 6, 2016. 
* denotes ARC Member
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Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter
Fall 2016

Holiday Luncheon!
Tuesday, December 6, 2016
11 a.m. at the Embassy Suites LAX South

1440 E. Imperial Avenue, El Segundo, CA 90245
Telephone: 310-640-3600

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Spring 2017 Issue
Please submit items no later than March 15, 2017
for inclusion in the Spring 2017 issue of the
Newsletter which will be mailed to our members on
about May1, 2017.

We need your stories!

(see page 6 for reservation form)

Directions to Restaurant:
Click here to let Google Maps give you turn by turn directions.
From The Aerospace Corporation:
 Take El Segundo Blvd east to I405 N
 Merge onto I105 W.
 Continue on E Imperial Hwy
 Turn left on California St
 Turn left on E Imperial Ave
 Embassy Suites will be on your right

(~600 words — or less — please)
E-mail to:
aeroretirees@gmail.com
Or mail to:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Attn: Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245

If you wish to contact us:
 Use the Contact Us link on our website
 Send an e-mail to:
aeroretirees@gmail.com
 Use the Club’s P.O. address:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Attn: (Name of Board Member)
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245
 Call the ARC voicemail:
310-336-2582
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