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Welcome to another
edition of the Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter! I was
pleased to meet so many of you
at our Holiday Luncheon in December 2012. Many thanks,
also, for your email comments; please keep them
coming. I’ve especially
enjoyed working with
other members of our
ARC Board. We are indeed fortunate to have
such committed and eager volunteers who give
their time to help make
the club a success.
We continue to make improvements to our website,
aeroretirees.org. It’s loaded
with information of value to retirees, and it provides a link to
the corporation’s retirees’ portal, retirees.aerospace.org,
which has the latest news about
retiree benefits. Please check
it out and let us know what you
think.
We are also in the beginning
stages of establishing a
“chapter” of the ARC in the
Washington DC region. We

currently have approximately 35
retired Aerospace members who
live in Virginia, Maryland, and
the District of Columbia, and this
group appears large enough to
have its own activities, such as
luncheon meetings as we have in
Southern California. The initial
response from our Washington
region members has been enthusiastic, and several retirees there have volunteered to help with the arrangements. Stay tuned
for more news on this
event.
Our next luncheon in
California will be held at
Ports of Call Restaurant in
San Pedro on June 4. After
lunch, we’re planning an optional
tour of the USS Iowa, one of the
famous remaining World War II
battleships and the newest addition to the Los Angeles-Long
Beach Harbor. Look for more
details and registration forms inside the newsletter.
Please remember that this is
your club. Your active involvement will make the club more
valuable for all our members.
We need your suggestions and
your feedback on what you like
and what can be improved. I
hope to hear from you!

Retirement Plans Briefing
At the time of printing no information was available regarding
the 2013 briefings.
Please check the retirees website at
http://retirees.aersopace.org for possible update
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Aerospace Retirees’ Club

Board of Directors
FY 2013-2014

From the Editor
Linda Stephenson

2-yr Term Ends

Executive Committee
President:
Dave Evans

9/14

Vice President:
Pat Downing

9/14

Secretary:
Leila Jennings

9/13

Treasurer:
John Stevens

9/14

Officers At Large:
Membership:
John Murdock

9/13

Newsletter:
Linda Stephenson

9/14

Programs:
Tina Pool

Appointed:

9/13

Pat Bohlke
Dick Farrar
Yvonne Shanta

9/13
9/13
9/13

Sharon Waterous

9/14

Ex Officio:

Linda Drake
Shirley McCarty
Joe Meltzer
Bill Deacon

If you wish to
contact us:
 Send an e-mail to:
retireesclub.mailbox@aero.org
 Use the Club’s address:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
(- Name of Board Member -)
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245
 Call the ARC voicemail:
310-336-5454, Box 12582

Welcome to the Spring edition
of the Aerospace Retirees’ Cub
Newsletter. This is the second
newsletter that I have had the
honor of putting together
As usual we have information
and the reservation form for the
Spring luncheon. In addition, as
Dave mentioned in his article,
we have arranged for an ARC
tour of the USS Iowa, a retired
battleship, right after the luncheon. You can reserve your spot
in the tour at the same time you
make your reservations for the
luncheon. The USS Iowa is located about a mile from the
luncheon venue at the Ports
O’Call Restaurant.
This month the newsletter includes another retiree’s experiences with researching his families’ roots. There is a fascinating account by Bob Gorman relating his experiences meeting
the Dalai Lama in Tibet in 1949.
In addition, I have included my
own experiences traveling to
view the solar eclipse in November of last year. Finally I
have included Wanda Austin’s
quarterly report to the corporation, reprinted from the March
Orbiter.
I hope you enjoy this edition.

NOTICE
The expressions of opinion in the
Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter
are the opinions of the writers and
not necessarily those of the
Aerospace Retirees’ Club or The
Aerospace Corporation. 
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Websites of Interest
Websites you may frequent
are shown below. We will try to
keep you apprised of changes.
Here is a current summary.
 Aerospace Corporation web-

site is aerospace.org

 Aerospace Retirees Portal is

retirees. aersospace.org.

 The

Orbiter is posted each
month on the Aerospace Retirees
Portal; click on “News and
Events.” You can also receive
it by email. Send your request
via
email
to:
monthlyorbiter@aero.org.

 The

ARC
W e b si t e
www.aeroretirees.org

Aerospace Corporation
aerospace.org

Aerospace Retirees Portal
retirees.aerospace.org

Crosslink aerospace.org/
publications/crosslinkmagazine/

Is Your Membership
Current?
Check the address label
on this issue of the Newsletter or your e-mail to
make sure you are going
to receive future issues!
If you need to renew or
make changes to the
information we have on
you, please see the membership form on page 16.
Remember, you may
renew
for
multiple
years—or for life! 

is
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—- ARC Board News-—
ARC Board at Holiday Luncheon

Back Row: Pat Bohlke, Dave Evans; John Stevens, Sharon Waterous, Dick Farrar, Tina Pool
Font row: Joe Meltzer, Bill Deacon, Pat Downing, Yvonne Shanta, Leila Jennings, John Murdock
Missing: Linda Drake, Shirley McCarty, Linda Stephenson

Member Directory
Questionnaire
The 2012 ballot included two
questions about the member directory, which was published in
2009. One hundred seventy nine
members answered the questions, and we thank you for your
responses. In the last newsletter,
we included a brief synopsis of
the responses, but we promised
to include more information in
the Spring Newsletter.

The first question asked was
if you found the directory helpful. Two thirds of you said yes,
and included many comments
about how you had used it to
contact friends. Of those who
said no, the majority were people who were not members in
2009 and therefore, did not
have a copy of the directory. A
few said they had no need for it.
The second question asked
if you would like to receive an
updated version. One hundred
fifty three of you said yes. Sev-

eral who answered no said they
preferred an electronic version,
and a couple of you said it would
be outdated almost immediately.
The ARC board is currently
considering how to proceed. As
you might imagine, publishing a
member directory is very labor
intensive and time consuming,
not to mention costly. The board
will be weighing these various
factors in deciding whether to
publish an updated member
directory. 

PAGE 4

AEROSPACE RETIREES’ CLUB - NEWSLETTER

Share your Experiences

ARC Holiday Luncheon

Linda Stephenson

If you have access to the Aerospace Retirees’ Newsletter, you
know that one of the most important things we do is provide
a forum for the travels and other
experiences of our fellow retirees. Bob Gorman’s article relating his experiences trying to
evacuate the Dalia Lama in 1949
is a great example.
Also, our members have often
had the ability to travel widely. I
know that I, particularly, enjoy
reading about the experiences
of others as they travel around
the world.
So, the reader can take this as
a blatant attempt to encourage
more of my fellow retirees to
make the effort to record their
experiences (including pictures)
and submit them for inclusion in
the newsletter. The process is
fairly simple. Submit your article
by sending an e-mail to our mailbox
at retireesclub.mailbox@aero.org.
You can also send hard copy to our
mailing address (see page 2 for
the address).
If you submit your material
electronically, we do have some
preferences. We use Microsoft
Publisher as the tool to put the
newsletter together. In constructing the newsletter, it is
much easier if the material submitted is in MS Word format for
text and JPEG for pictures. If you
can’t manage that, I do have access to conversion utilities. Try
to limit your article to about 600
words and 3 pictures. That fits
nicely on a page.
So think about it and submit
something!!! 
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By Tina Pool

The Holiday Luncheon was
held this year on December 3,
2012, in the Crystal Ballroom at
the Hacienda Hotel in El Segundo. The Hacienda Hotel was
chosen because it is close to
Aerospace, which made it more
convenient for the corporate
speakers, including Dr. Austin.
One hundred forty seven retirees and guests attended.
As usual, there was a holiday
theme. The room had a beautifully decorated Christmas tree,
the tables were decorated with
white tablecloths, red and
green napkins, and poinsettias
were the centerpieces. Two
bars were set up in the dining
room; both were opened and
ready by 11 a.m. and remained
open throughout the luncheon.
The menu choices were Chicken California, Sole Almandine,
and Pasta Primavera. Included
with the entrees were: rolls and
butter, spinach salad, coffee,
hot tea, and iced tea, and red
velvet cake for dessert.
Tables were set up for checkin, photo display, and The Aerospace Federal Credit Union in
the foyer. Past luncheon photos
were set up by Pat Downing.
Molly Roberts and Ian Freshman represented the Credit Union and provided information,
Visa gift cards for sale (minus

the service charge), and chocolate to the attendees. Bill Deacon demonstrated the new ARC
website in the dining room. Photos were taken by Eric Hamburg
and Frank Goroszko.
Dave Evans, the ARC President,
acknowledged the website demo
and welcomed the attendees and
guests from Aerospace and the
Credit Union. He also recognized
the new retirees and the members attending for the first time.
Dr. Austin went around to every
table to greet the retirees. After
lunch, Dave introduced her and
she gave a status of the company.
She talked about the successes,
such as the record nine launches
this year, and the challenges,
such as the RIF last spring. Jenny
Shannon, Aerospace assistant
treasurer, delivered good news.
We will be getting a raise due to
an increase in the retirement
fund’s performance.
Judy
Gonser reported that some of the
medical insurance rates have increased, while others decreased.
The Credit Union raffled off two
$50 Visa gift cards. The centerpiece poinsettias were given to
the table occupant seated in the
‘sixth’ position. Tina thanked the
retirees for coming and invited
them to the next luncheon in
June. 
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Photos from the Holiday Luncheon

Mary and Frank Gerardi
Dr. Austin with Sally Cohen and Merlin
Thimlar

Mig Mignot

Barbara Hertler, Roberta Reddall
Elaine Goldstein, Jo and Bill Drake

Herb Schraibman, Doug Theis

Connie Steffan, Carole Ness
George Paulikas, Rita Evans, Jenny Shannon

Roman Escoto, Pat Bohlke, Gene Hellie

Steve Soukup

Gene Hertler, Joe Vana

Marcie Buscher
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ARC Spring
Luncheon
Tina Pool

For our June luncheon, we will be
returning to the Ports O’Call Restaurant in San Pedro, which has proven
to be a place that offers a great experience every time we’re there. It is
very popular with the ARC Board
because we find that the set up
works, the prices are better than
most, the food and service are good,
it’s convenient, and the parking is
free!
The luncheon will be held on
Tuesday, June 4, 2013. We will
be upstairs in the Bridgeview Room
with its tall windows which offer an

expansive view of the harbor‘s main
channel and the Vincent Thomas
Bridge. An elevator is available.
Like last year, there won’t be
speakers, but we will be inviting
Aerospace employees from HR and
Finance, and Credit Union representatives who will be on hand to
share information informally.
As indicated in Dave Evans’
column, the ARC Board has arranged for self guided tours of
the USS Iowa. The ship is located
about a mile from the Ports O’Call.
Even though the ship is visible
from the restaurant, we strongly
suggest that members, who take
advantage of the tour, drive from the
restaurant, because there are no
good sidewalks between the locations. In addition, the USS Iowa is
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not ADA accessible and the use of
walkers is not permitted. We have
also been informed that high heels
and open-toed shoes are not allowed
on the ship, so appropriate footwear
is recommended. Finally, there are
no restrooms, but there is access to
port-a-potties. However, this should
still be a fascinating experience for
those who sign up.
We are expecting a bigger response than in the past because of the
USS Iowa tour following lunch (see
article), so please make your reservations as soon as possible, because
space is limited. The deadline for reservations is May 25, 2013.
The reservation form is on page 7. A
map with directions can be found on
the back page of this newsletter. 

SPRING 2013

AEROSPACE RETIREES’ CLUB - NEWSLETTER

PAGE 7

The Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Invites you and your guest to join us for our Spring Luncheon

Tuesday, June 4, 2013

Port’s O’Call Restaurant
Berth 76, Port of Los Angeles
San Pedro, Ca 90731
(See map and directions on back page)
Bridgeview Room
(Second floor; elevator available)

No-host bar opens at 11 a.m.
Lunch will be served at 12 noon
Price is $30 per person
Please respond by May 25, 2013, using the form below.
For last minute changes in luncheon plans, or questions, please phone:
Tina Pool 310-673-7504 or Pat Bohlke 310-674-1882
For questions with regard to the USS Iowa tour, call Bill Deacon 310-316-1623
A refund will be made only with 72-hour cancellation notice.
Refunds after that time will be subject to approval by the board.
----------------------------------------------------Please cut on line------------------------------------------------------------

Reservations for Spring Luncheon, June 4, 2013
Please return this form by May 25, 2013 along with a check for $30 per person made payable to the "Aerospace
Retirees' Club" to ensure your reservation(s). Indicate menu choice(s) and name(s).
Your telephone number please (

)

Email ___________________________________

Member Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge) ______________________________________________
Chicken Chardonnay (Baked Breast, Chardonnay Cream Sauce)
________
Mediterranean Grilled Vegetables
________
Baked King Salmon (Lemon-Butter, Fresh Parsley )
________
Guest Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge) ________________________________________________
Chicken Chardonnay (Baked Breast, Chardonnay Cream Sauce)
________
Mediterranean Grilled Vegetables
________
Baked King Salmon (Lemon-Butter, Fresh Parsley)
________
USS Iowa Tour Reservation $13 per person, include additional cost with your luncheon reservation
Number of Persons

___________

Please cut from page and return to the following address.
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Luncheon Reservations
P. O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245checked, future mailings will continue according to previous preferences
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CEO’s Report Addresses
Sequestration
In her second
CEO’s Report
to Employees
of the fiscal
year,
Dr.
Wanda Austin
reassured
employees that the company is
well-prepared to manage
through sequestration.
Speaking from the Campbell
auditorium in Chantilly, Austin
returned time and again to the
subject of sequestration — the
across-the-board federal budget
cuts that went into effect on
March 1 — during her 40-minute
address. Her message was consistent — “We’re not sure yet
what effect sequestration might
have on specific programs. However, we are in a strong position
due to our advance planning.”
Specifically, Austin said there
are no plans at this time for another companywide reduction in
force. She also addressed the
recent merit increase, stating
that all merit increases have
been issued except for nonsupervisory members of the
technical staff (MTS). She reported that negotiations with the Aerospace Professional Staff Association (APSA) are complete and
that non-supervisory MTS increases will be effective March
16.
“Our focus now is to redouble

AEROSPACE RETIREES’ CLUB - NEWSLETTER
our efforts to provide the very
best support we can to our customers, as they deal with their
own sequestration issues,” she
said.
Austin announced two new
board of trustee members, who
took office on March 7. Dr. Bonnie Dunbar is the M.D. Anderson Professor of Mechanical
and Biomedical Engineering at
the University of Houston. She is
also a former NASA astronaut,
and a veteran of five space
shuttle flights with more than 50
days in space. Keith Hall retired
as a senior vice president at
Booz Allen Hamilton in 2009,
prior to which he served as director of the National Reconnaissance Office from 1996 to
2001. Concurrently with his
NRO service, he was assistant
secretary of the Air Force for
space.
The Aerospace president and
CEO recapped three successful
launches during the quarter for
which Aerospace had considerable involvement, but not full
mission assurance accountability responsibilities. She noted
that between now and the end
of the fiscal year; the company
will be involved with eight
more launches.
In other news, the Navy and
the Missile Defense Agency
conducted a successful missile
intercept test on Feb. 13 using
data from the Space Tracking
and Surveillance System (STSS).
Aerospace has provided support to every phase of the STSS
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program since its inception.
The Feb. 13 test was the first
demonstration of space-based
sensors providing mid-course
fire-control tracking data to the
Aegis weapon system to enable
target destruction.
In news from Civil and Commercial Operations, Austin announced that the Department of
Energy has asked for Aerospace
support on two projects for the
National Nuclear Security Administration (NNSA). The first is to
define what a systems engineering and integration organization
should look like, incorporating
government workers, contractors, and FFRDC personnel. Aerospace is expected to play a major role as the organization develops.
On the second project, the
NNSA has asked Aerospace,
along with the Lawrence Livermore National Laboratories and
the Air Force Institute of Technology, to provide independent verification, validation, and accreditation for a new simulation capability. The simulation will assess
the relative performance of new
space-based nuclear detection
sensors and associated spacecraft constellation architectures.
Following her address, Austin
answered questions posed by
employees, both live and those
that had been submitted ahead of
time. A separate Orbiter story
contains all questions and answer. 
Reprinted from the Orbiter with Permission
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Changes to Retiree Casual Program Effective May 1, 2013
As a result of a recent IRS ruling, in order to protect the tax qualification status of
the Aerospace Employees' Retirement Plan (AERP), the corporation reviewed the
impact of its retiree casual program.
Based on this review, benchmarking with industry, and IRS guidance, Aerospace will
implement changes to its retiree casual program effective May 1, 2013. The following
features will be added to the revised retiree casual program:


A six-month period of separation following retirement (i.e., six months must pass
before a retiree casual can return to work)



Effective Oct. 1, 2013, all retiree casuals will be limited to working 500 hours each
fiscal year.



This maximum-hour restriction will not be applicable to retiree casuals above
age 70 and a half because the IRS restrictions do not apply to this group. Age 70
and a half is defined as April 1 following the year in which the retiree casual
turned 70.



Upon retirement, employees will be required to sign a written acknowledgement
that there has been no offer or understanding of future employment.



There will be limited use of retiree casuals' services (e.g., a critical mission
requiring support) Following is the transition schedule:

Retirement on or before April 30, 2013


No period of separation required



Hours paid following retirement in fiscal year 2013 (FY13) will be limited to 999
hours and 500 hours in all later fiscal years

Retirement after May 1, 2013


Except for very limited circumstances, retiree casuals cannot return to work for
six months following retirement



Limited to 500 hours paid after retirement in FY13 and in any other fiscal year

A retiree casual may have participated in one or more of Aerospace's retirement
plans over the course of his or her career. To ensure uniform treatment of retiree
casuals, this new policy will be applied consistently regardless of plan participation.
The changes discussed in this Bulletin will not be applicable to regular casual
employees.
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Needed: Judges for the 2014 Intel International Science
And Engineering Fair
JoAnn A. Apostol

Los Angeles has been chosen to host next year’s Intel International Science and Engineering Fair (Intel ISEF), May 1116, 2014. The Science and Engineering Fair is the world’s largest international pre-college science competition, and it
annually provides a forum for more than 1,500 high school students from about 70 countries, regions, and territories to
showcase their independent research.
Intel ISEF grew out of the National Science Fair, which was created by Society for Science & the Public (then known as
Science Service) in 1950. In 1958, the fair became international for the first time when Japan, Canada, and Germany
joined the competition.
Today, millions of students worldwide compete each year in local and school-sponsored science fairs; the winners of
these events go on to participate in Intel ISEF-affiliated regional and state fairs from which the best win the opportunity to
attend Intel ISEF. Intel ISEF unites these top young scientific minds, showcasing their talent on an international stage,
enabling them to submit their work to judging by doctoral level scientists—and providing the opportunity to compete
for millions of dollars in prizes and scholarships.
Each year about 1,000 science, engineering, and industry professionals serve as judges for the Intel ISEF. All judges
have a Ph.D. or equivalent degree and/or six years of relevant experience. Judges volunteer their time and pay their
own travel and accommodation expenses.
The scientific disciplines included are: Animal Sciences, Behavioral and Social Sciences, Biochemistry, Cellular and
Molecular Biology, Chemistry, Computer Sciences, Earth Science, Electrical and Mechanical Engineering,
Environmental Management, Materials & Bioengineering, Energy & Transportation, Environmental Sciences,
Mathematics, Medicine & Health, Microbiology, Physics & Astronomy, and Plant Sciences.
The Aerospace Corporation’s retiree cadre represents one of the richest resources of talent and experience relevant
to student outreach in science, technology, engineering and mathematics (STEM). Volunteers are needed in a variety of
supporting roles in this and other STEM-related programs. In addition to supporting roles we need judges and
interpreters. For more info and to volunteer, checkout the following websites:
www.societyforscience.org/Intelisef2014
www.youtube.com/watch?v=2-c0gGIMI_s
This is an excellent volunteer opportunity. Please consider helping. 

WGS Takes Its Last Ride on a C-5
The WGS-5 satellite was successfully shipped to
the Cape on board a C-5 aircraft, arriving on March
9, to begin its processing for a planned May 8 launch
on a Delta IV (5,4) rocket from Cape Canaveral AFS.
The Wideband Global Satellites are high-capacity
military communications satellites built in El
Segundo by Boeing Satellite Systems.
WGS-5 was the last WGS satellite scheduled to fly
from Los Angeles International Airport to the Cape
on a C-5. The next five WGS will take the crosscountry trip aboard the Long Beach-built C-17.
WGS Loading

Picture by Thomas Hopp

Reprinted from the Orbiter with Permission
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You Worked Hard
Protect Your Assets!
Molly Roberts

Consumers place a great deal
of trust in the financial institutions
that store their savings. In turn,
the institutions rely on the consumer to make sure the information they provide for their accounts is accurate and up-todate. With that in mind, when is
the last time you made sure your
financial institutions had the correct contact information for your
accounts?
Surprisingly, a large number of
people who move, or change
their phone number, never notify
the companies that help manage
their finances. In fact, these companies are forced to spend a significant amount of money every
year to track down the customers
that fall into this category. These
funds would be better served in
providing you with higher savings rates, lower loan rates, and/
or on enhancements to other
products or services.
How can you help minimize this
unnecessary expense?








Contact all of your financial institutions and make sure they have the
correct contact information on
record for your accounts.
Make sure the contact information
for your joint account owner is
accurate (if applicable).
Verify that you have beneficiaries
listed for all of your assets or that
your accounts are accurately recorded in the name of your Trust.
Encourage your family members to complete the 3 steps
above for their own accounts.



Notify your financial institutions, in writing, when your
contact information or beneficiaries change. Be sure to
include the old information,
new information, date and
your signature!

Following these quick and
easy steps will help ensure
your assets are protected. If
you have any questions about
your accounts at Aerospace
Federal Credit Union, please
call 800-795-2325 during regular business hours. We appreciate your continued support as
we try to make sure our resources are used to best serve
your financial needs! 

Aerospace Wives
Secret
Dwight Abbott

It wasn’t intended to be, but
the South Bay Aerospace
Wives Club is apparently a
well-kept secret. It is a long-

Wives’ Club Holiday Brunch
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standing club of Aerospace wives
that meets monthly for fun and
to exchange the latest breaking news. The merriment
changes from month to month
and includes a “book sharing
group”, mahjong, bridge, and
whatever. . . The meetings are
held at a member’s home or at
a restaurant for lunch. A few
times a year the wives even
invite their Aerospace hus-

Wives’ Club Valentine Dinner

bands to join them for lunch or
dinner as shown in the photos
from the recent Holiday
Brunch at Ports O’Call and
Valentine’s Dinner at the Red
Onion.
The club is open to Aerospace wives, and although the
current members are all retired, the club is available to
all interested women. So, the
club is not really a secret and
is welcoming additional members. If you are interested and
would like more information
or even to attend an upcoming
meeting, please call Jan Abbott at (310) 373-5618 and she
will answer your questions
and provide additional information (she never could keep
a secret!). 
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Trip to Lhasa, Tibet,
1949
Bob Gorman

I made a documentary film
of Heinrich Harrer and the 14
-year-old God-King, the Dalai
Lama, during a short stay in
Lhasa in early 1949. It began
in 1948, when I was working
for General Claire Chennault,
who was President of Civil
Air Transport; (CAT), an airline with ties to China's President, Chang Kai-shek, and
the newly created CIA.

Tibet’s Highest Lake

In early 1949 the CIA requested that we send an aircrew to Lhasa and plan an
evacuation of the Dalai Lama,
his entourage, and the religious antiques and documents that were the basis of
the Buddhist religion. This
plan would have to be completed prior to the Communist invasion, which was
thought to be within about
five months. The problem we
were faced with was that
there was no conventional
means of reaching Lhasa in
the time allotted, as there
was no airfield in Tibet and
the Communists had overrun
most of the area at the base
of the Tibetan mountains.

General Chennault proposed that we locate a level
area near Lhasa where
Cessna 195s, could land.
These Cessnas were light,
high-altitude, aircraft that
could meet the plan requirements of landing on a
roadway and provide an
emergency evacuation for
the Dalai Lama. Chiang Kaishek then supported a plan
that would provide us with a
military Jeep that could be
offloaded from a CAT C-46
at an abandoned Hump airstrip at Tezpur, which was
located at the base of the
Tibetan mountains in an area that was on the IndiaChinese border. The Jeep
and twenty 55-gallon drums
of aviation gasoline were
loaded in our C-46 transport
aircraft at Lanchow by a military crew. The Jeep would
be used to get us up the
mountain and the gasoline
used for the aircraft's return
trip. Another Chinese military crew off loaded the
Jeep and used the gasoline
to fill the C-46 tanks, at
Tezpur Airport.
After a harrowing trip up
the mountain, we worked for
about a week with the Dalai
Lama, his dignitaries, and
with Heinrich Harrer, who
was guide, translator, and
mentor during our stay in
Lhasa. I have several reels
of 16-mm movie film and
many still shots that were
taken on the trip.
Since our original plan
was conceived, we had observed Communist troop
movement toward Tibet, and
this data gave us concern
that the Communist invasion
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of Tibet would be accelerated. If this were true, then the

Tibet Rooftop

Dalai Lama and Harrer would
have a slim chance of surviving the terror and destruction
that would accompany the
People’s Army. When Harrer
interpreted our offer of rescue, the Dalai Lama smiled
and said no. He needed to
stay with his people. I always felt that the huge hulk
of a man, Harrer, had tears in
his eyes as he waved goodbye. It should be noted that
the film of the Dalai Lama we
took are the only pictures ever taken while he was still on
the throne.
Our light aircraft plan
failed, as the first Cessna 195
crashed on its way to Tezpur
and the Communist pipeline
warned us to stay out of Tibet, or this would be the scenario for each flight. The Dalai Lama did manage to take
the back road out of Lhasa in
1956 after a good part of the
city had been destroyed and
many of Buddhist Priests
killed by the Communists.
In August of 1996, I met the
Dalai Lama again, after 47
years, and told him I was always troubled we could not
comp lete the e vacuatio n
plan. He held both my hands
in his and again gave me that
smile that told all. 
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however,
had
plenty of room
Astronomy—Part II and a flat surface,
Linda Stephenson well above the
tide. The eclipse

In 2012 my husband and I participated in a number of astronomy-related events and activities,
which I documented in the fall
Newsletter. However, our trip to
see the total solar eclipse on November 14, 2012, off the coast of
Queensland, Australia, capped
off the year in fine fashion.
We started our trip with two
days in Sydney, one of our favorite cities in the world. We then
flew to Cairns and took a catamaran to Green Island, an atoll in
the Great Barrier Reef. Although
a cloudless sky was not guaranteed, our tour organizer was hoping that being off shore would

Green Island Resort

reduce the chance of having the
early-morning eclipse be obscured by clouds. We were
scheduled to view the eclipse
from this off-shore vantage point,
but had two days to relax and
enjoy the lovely resort on the island before the actual eclipse.
On the day of the eclipse, most
of our tour moved to the beaches
at the tip of the island, but my
husband and I chose, instead, to
view the eclipse from a helicopter pad a few steps from our bungalow. This was fortunate, because the other folks in our
group had to deal with sloping
beaches and a rising tide, which
played havoc with their telescopic and photographic gear. We,

Total Eclipse, November 14,2012

itself was visible from start to
finish, complete with two spectacular diamond rings (flares
just before and after totality).
This was my fourth eclipse, and
the first time I managed to observe the diamond ring effects.
We saw a significant corona
and several reddish orange
prominences. There was a little
haze but that only made totality
seem more ethereal than usual.
After the eclipse we headed
off for a ten-day tour of New
Zealand’s South Island. Getting
there required an overnight in
Sydney before getting a flight
to Christchurch. Christchurch
is still recovering from the dev-
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Josef, which is close to several
accessible glaciers. We spent
one afternoon hiking up to and
on the Fox glacier. It was strenuous but worth it. The next day
we headed to Queenstown,
which turned out to be our favorite city in New Zealand as it is
situated on a beautiful lake in the
midst of the Southern Alps. We
also found a delightful little wine
bar that occupied us for one afternoon. I should note that we
are great fans of New Zealand
wines. There was also a gondola
ride (which got stuck for 30
minutes on our way down) and a
boat ride on an old steamer.
From Queenstown we
headed to Te Anau by way of Milford Sound. I must admit that
Milford Sound was a bit disappointing in comparison to Norwegian Fjords, but the scenery
along the way was fantastic. At
Te Anau the glow worm caves
were unique and fascinating. The
next day we headed to Dunedin,
our last tour stop before returning to Christchurch. Dunedin is
on a picturesque harbor and fea-

Mt. Cook

Fox Glacier

astating earthquakes of two
years ago. From there we took
a
scenic
train
ride
to
Greymouth and then joined our
bus for the trip down to Franz

tures both an albatross breeding
ground and a penguin sanctuary.
On our way back to Christchurch
we made the obligatory trek to
Mt. Cook, which is in a truly gorgeous setting.
On the way home we spent another three days in Sydney. This
trip combined both successful
eclipse viewing and spectacular
scenery and was truly memorable. 
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Aerospace Laser
Beacons
Aerospace scientist Steven
Beck recently found himself
aboard a Royal Australian Air
Force (RAAF) C-17 headed for a
remote region on the Indian
Ocean coast of Australia. Seated
behind two Australian pilots and
next to his Aerospace colleague
Michael Williams, Beck felt as
though he was traveling to the
farthest reaches of the Earth —
and in many respects, he was.
As a leading researcher and
developer of laser beacon technology, such excursions have
grown more and more commonplace for Beck as the demand for
on-orbit sensor calibration has
increased. His initial trip involved the transportation of two
of Aerospace’s mobile beacons— via the RAAF C-17—from
Sydney to the coastal testing location. The Aerospace laser beacons will be stationed for nearly
three months of sensor testing in
Western Australia.
Laser beacons are used to illuminate on-orbit infrared (IR) sensors such as those aboard Space
Based Infrared System (SBIRS)
satellites for calibration and testing purposes. Essentially, the
beacon provides a static IR
source on the ground at a precisely known location on the face
of the Earth. As a result, when
the beacon’s narrow laser beam
reaches the overhead persistent
infrared (OPIR) sensor, the sensor can detect that point source
on the ground and be calibrated
by using that specific, known location as reference.
The Aerospace laser beacon
program has operated since
1971— when it was originally de-
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veloped to support the first Defense Satellite Program (DSP)
sensor. “Early on, we spent a
long time using hydrogen fluoride lasers, which were enormous — they occupied whole
rooms,” said Beck, who has
worked at Aerospace for nearly
30 years. “Through the years,
the need for mobile fielddeployable beacon systems has
driven technology developments. The current beacons are
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neys, but Aerospace is preparing
for a number of new projects as
well, including the first remotely
operated beacon, which will be
tested in the Mojave Desert at
Edwards Air Force Base.
As cheaper and more efficient
beacons are designed, the potential for new applications of the
technology increases greatly.
Beck is particularly enthusiastic
about the role of laser beacons
as potential quantifiers of carbon
dioxide.
“Knowing how much carbon
dioxide is in the atmosphere is
important for measuring climate change and global
warming,” said Beck. “You can
take a laser beacon, on the
ground, and shine it up to a
satellite on the other side of
the atmosphere. And then if
you can tune the laser frequency to either on or off the carVan equipped with Aerospace Laser Beacon
bon dioxide absorption you
can measure how much carthe most compact, rugged, and
bon dioxide lies in the path of
capable yet produced. They
that laser beam.”
are housed in a mobile van and
In a wider sense, Beck sees the
employ a diode-pumped solidcarbon dioxide measuring applistate laser designed in-house.
cation as a potential instrument
The laser produces one watt of
for political enforcement. “If we
laser output power from a rugcan make these laser beacons
ged package the size of a stick
very small and cheap, which we
of butter.”
think we can do, they could be
Since the OPIR sensors are in
proliferated globally,” said Beck.
geosynchronous orbit, they are
“And they could serve as monipinned to a specific location
tors and potentially as devices
and only accessible in certain
which could be used to verify
geographical locations. As a
treaties that, in principal, may
result, beacon mobility is eshappen in the future for carbon
sential to accessing the OPIR
production. This is a method that
sensors regardless of their diisn’t easy to tamper with and is
vergent geosynchronous locanot expensive and not intrusive.
tions. The modern, transportaWe think that this is a possible
ble beacons allow for calibraconcept for a global monitoring
tion trips to any number of locasystem for carbon dioxide in the
tions around the globe. Westatmosphere.” 
ern Australia is the most recent
Adapted with permission from the Orbiter
of these beacon-related jour-
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Our Unknown Roots
Eduardo Rodríguez
Linda Drake's article in the last
Newsletter brought to mind a recent
unanticipated event. Earlier this year,
my son, Nino, got interested in finding
out about his family roots. Since he
already had information about our
Spanish side of the family, he started
his research with my Chinese great
grandfather and found some leads
that required travel. Continuing with
his armchair research, he focused his
efforts on my wife Teri’s Polish maternal grandparents, and was pleasantly
surprised to find out a family reunion
had been planned for July 2-5, 2012,
in Warsaw, Poland.
Corinne Evens in France and Cedric
Olivestone in Israel, two of my wife's
distant cousins on her maternal
grandmother's side of the family, had
started planning this reunion a couple
of years ago. Corinne also commissioned an archivist in Brussels to pro-
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duce a 550-page leather-bound
book with family histories and photos, an accompanying movie, and a
series of family trees.
Teri’s maternal grandmother, Freida Olivenstein Zitel, settled in Los
Angeles in about 1921, and her
brother, Eli Olivenstein, name
changed to Olive, made his home in
London. The family was traced
back to Lewek Leizer Oliwensztejn,
born about 1760. Over the next two
and half centuries the family became rabbis, scholars, medical doctors, and businessmen. Teri discovered she had family in the States,
Canada, New Zealand, France, and
Israel. One of her cousins by marriage is the English actress Kristin
Scott Thomas who was married to
François Olivennes, another one of
her distant French cousins.
Our son represented us in Warsaw. He enjoyed roaming around
the streets looking for traces of
Teri’s family's former life and attending the reunion events which included a visit to the Warsaw Cemetery
Okopowa, the former ghetto district,
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a Festive March from the old ghetto to
the Nożyk Synagogue to dedicate the
Oliwenstein family Torah, and the
new Museum of History of Polish Jews
located on the site of the ghetto. The
construction of the latter is being partially funded by Corinne Evens’ foundation and is scheduled to open in
2013.

Marching to the Synagogue

I wonder what other family connections we may find using the internet.


Tsvi David Olivenstein Lineage
to Teri L. Otchis

PAGE 16

AEROSPACE RETIREES’ CLUB - NEWSLETTER

SPRING 2013

Aerospace Retirees’ Club

Membership Application
PLEASE PRINT
NAME____________________________________________________

_____NEW ______RENEWAL

New Members: Enter all the data below.
Old Members: Enter only changes
** Please include your e-mail address, even if it has not changed **
MAILING ADDRESS__________________________________________________________________
CITY______________________________________ STATE_________________ ZIP_______________
HOME PHONE (_______)______________________________
EMAIL ADDRESS ____________________________________________________________________
How do you prefer to receive ARC mailings? Email ____ ; U.S. Mail ___; Email and U.S. Mail ____
If none is checked, future mailings will continue according to previous preferences.
**All information is for Club use only and will not be released to anyone without your permission. **

Please note: Your Club will exist only as long as there are volunteers to run it.
If you are able to become involved as an officer, in planning events, or in other
roles, please check here _____. A board member will contact you.
Annual Membership Dues are $5.00 per FISCAL YEAR, which ends September 30.
Multi-year memberships are encouraged, and we offer LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS for $75.

Your membership expiration date will appear in one of the following places:
(a) In the email message your newsletter is attached to, or
(b) On the mailing label on your newsletter.
Please check it to see if you need to renew!
Enclosed is my check for $________ for ______ year(s) dues, or _______Lifetime Membership.
Please make your check payable to Aerospace Retirees’ Club and mail it with this entire form to:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club - Membership
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245

Retiree’s Signature_____________________________________________ Date___________________
Revised 06/17/11
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In Memoriam
Jack Schiewe
Arthur Jackson
Schiewe, past
president
of
the Aerospace
Retirees' Club,
died on December
25,
2012. Jack was
elected to the ARC board in
October 2004 as vice president, and in 2006, was elected to be president. After his
term as president ended, he
remained active in the club.
He attended many board
meetings and served as Nominating Committee Chair in
2008. He also attended most
of the luncheons, until his
health failed.
Jack was born on June 23,
1931, in Indianapolis. He was
a distinguished alumnus of
Purdue University where he
completed his Bachelors and
Masters degrees and Doctorate in electrical engineering.
He joined Aerospace in 1960
as an MTS, and after a long
and distinguished career, he
retired in 1994 as group vice
president of engineering and
technology.
After retiring,
Jack became the first execu-

tive director of The Aerospace Institute when it was
formed in July 1994.
He
stepped down December
1995 when Dave Evans became the executive director, but stayed on in an advisory role.
Jack met his future wife,
Stella Alabashi, at STL, and
after a long courtship, they
were married in 1973 and
moved to Palos Verdes Peninsula. They had two children -- a son Robert and a
daughter Alexandra.
Jack
enjoyed spending his free
time with his wife, children,
cats, and, most recently,
with his grandson.
Although
Jack's
height
made him seem rather intimidating, according to Janet Hiatt who worked as
Jack's secretary for many
years, "he was a pussycat."
Janet said that Jack was notorious for keeping people
waiting, and it embarrassed
her when so many people
were lined up waiting to see
him.
"One day Shirley
McCarty took me aside and
told me not to worry. He
always gave people his full
consideration and did not
rush them just because
someone else was waiting."
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Shirley McCarty remembers that “Jack was happily
managing the Guidance and
Control Division when he
was asked by management
to move to the Mission Information Systems Division. "It
was no secret that most aerospace engineers were somewhat circumspect about software and even computers. Jack
was no exception. He used
every opportunity to learn
about the everyday work in
the division, and it wasn’t
very long before he got
comfortable with our work
and became a champion for
the division. “
When Joe Meltzer became
chief engineer, he was put
on Jack's org chart. "I attended his weekly staff
meetings. Everyone had an
opportunity to contribute to
the Engineering and Technology Division.
He paid
amazing attention to details
and reviewed every important subject. He treated
everyone fairly. He loved
working for the Aerospace
Corporation, second only to
his love of his family."
Most people who knew
Jack well agree that he was
one of the good guys, and
we will all miss him. 


— Recent Retirees —
October

Cathy A Allen
Sheila K. Amparano
Neal K. Baker
Jeanne M. Baller
Robert C. Brickley
Da-Wun Chen
James L. Coleman
Bernard Jaduszliwer
Karen A. Larsen
Haesoon S. Nah (Helen)
Richard J. Rodriguez
Abraham A. Santiago Jr

November
Darryl L. Branting
Kenneth R. Childers
Dianne K. Sakaguchi
Eric Y. Sun
Dennis D. Sutcliffe
Josephine Washington
Frazier
December

Gail T. Brierly
January

Young-il Choo
Charles K. Daugherty
William L. Dimpfl

Terry W. Graham
Paul J. Henrikson
Benedict E. Huber
Maria L. Jackson
Wilma A. Jolly
Manuel A. Landa
Judy L. Moser
Lee W Olson
Robert J. Wyman
February

Arthur Chin
Robert W. Covey
Suellen Eslinger
Alexander Garcia III

Daniel S. McDermed
Curtis O. Ogawa
Hilmer W. S. Swenson Jr.
Thomas F. Weil
March

Christopher J. Albertson
Mary-Alice D. Cohen
Marilyn K. Dubas
Daniel G. Harvey Jr.
Janet L. Hiatt
William H. Hiatt
Nicholas J. Marechal
Cynthia A. S. McKinley
Mark H. Winkler
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In Memoriam

Sincere sympathy is extended to
the families of:
Samuel Batdorf, member of
the technical staff, hired Nov.
13, 1962, retired July 1, 1977,
died Sept 20, 2012.
William Blair, engineering
specialist, hired March 25,
1964, retired June 1, 1987,
died January 8.
Ranendra Bose, member of
the technical staff, hired Dec.
17, July 10, 1978, retired Nov.
1, 1986, died August 21, 2012.
Saralie Briner, office support, hired Sept. 12, 1960, retired Dec. 1, 1993, died Nov.
19 2012.
Ernest Brock, member of the
technical staff, hired April 4,
1966, retired May 1, 1991,
died Sept. 8, 2012.
Pamela Church, pension analyst, hired Dec. 19, 1960, retired March 1, 2004, died
Nov. 29, 2012.
Robert Clauser, principal
director, hired May 20, 1964,
retired July 1, 1988, died August 21, 2012.
Subrina Collins, member of
the technical staff, hired Sept
23, 1985, died April 21, 2011.
Cornelius Coronado, project
engineer, hired Nov. 1, 1962,
retired Nov. 1, 1991, died
Oct. 2, 2012.
John Dupuis, senior project
engineer, hired Jan. 12, 1987,
retired April 1, 2010, died
Sept. 17, 2012.

Robert P. Dreizler, manager of financial planning,
hired Nov. 17, 1974, retired
March 1, 1986, died April 6.

Frederick Keller, general
manager, hired Dec. 14,
1961, retired Dec. 1 1986,
died Aug. 30, 2012.

Sharon Eskridge, administrative secretary, hired Nov.
23, 1981, retired Oct. 1, 2002,
died Oct. 24, 2012.

Bernadette Lister, administrative secretary, hired July 1,
1970, retired June 1, 2012,
died Feb. 19.

Ruthe Feigh, office support,
hired Jan. 21, 1963, retired
Feb. 1, 1994, died July 29,
2012.

Robert Lott, senior designer,
hired Sept. 24, 1962, retired
Aug. 1, 1985, died Oct. 27,
2012.

Marilyn Ferrante, senior
secretary, hired June 12,
1961, retired Jan. 1, 1998,
died Oct. 10, 2012.

Kenneth Ludlow, engineering manager, hired April 9,
1962, retired June 1, 1987,
died Feb. 15.

Marvin Firmin, project engineer, hired July 12, 1982,
retired Nov. 1, 1991, died
March 25.

Norma Masek, library assistant, hired May 10, 1961, retired March 1, 1992, died
Dec. 29, 2012.

Robert Garrett, senior research assistant, hired June
5, 1989, retired Sept. 1, 2011,
died Sept. 30, 2012.

Barbara McAlister, IS administrator, hired June 8,
1981, retired Dec. 1, 2000,
died Dec. 4, 2012.

Myron Goldware, project
engineer, hired Feb. 6, 1962,
retired Sept. 1, 1987, died
Dec. 15, 2012.

Robert McClellan, manager,
hired July 19, 1973, retired
July 1, 1985, died Jan. 13.

Welkey Hogan, hired Aug.
7, 1972, died Aug. 29, 2012.

James McDonald, systems
director, hired Feb. 20, 1973,
retired Oct. 1, 1976, died Jan. 6.

Timothy Holcomb, member
of the administrative staff,
hired Jan. 23, 1961, retired
Sept. 1, 1979, died Jan. 6.

Dolores McGee, senior accounting clerk, hired Jan. 2,
1979, retired Oct. 1 1989,
died March 30.

Joseph Howell, project engineer, hired Nov. 19, 1973,
retired Oct. 1, 1993, died
Sept. 2, 2012.

Garmt Melles, Member of
the technical staff, hired Oct.
15, 1979, retired May 1, 1993,
died Jan. 22.

Glenda Jackson, executive
secretary, hired April 2,
1973, died Oct. 23, 2012.
(CONTINUED ON PAGE 19)

  




SPRING 2013

AEROSPACE RETIREES’ CLUB - NEWSLETTER

PAGE 19

  




In Memoriam
retired Oct. 1, 2010, died
March 23.

(CONTINUED FROM PAGE 18)

Ralph Moody, member of
the technical staff, hired July
6, 1964, retired Feb. 1, 1979,
died Sept. 28, 2012.

Leonard Stricker, project
engineer, hired Dec. 6,
1965, retired Nov. 1, 1990,
died Nov. 30, 2012.

Erwin Retzlaff, member of
the technical staff, hired Jan
9, 1962, retired Aug. 1,
1985, died Feb. 8.

Tom Mori, senior research
associate, hired March 8,
1963, retired Nov. 1, 1991,
died Nov. 25, 2012.

Wayne Stuckey, distinguished engineer, hired
March 14, 1966, retired
Aug. 1, 2004, died Oct. 2,
2012.

Dennis Richard, member
of the technical staff, hired
Nov. 8, 1965, retired March
1, 1992, died Oct. 6, 2012.

William Nance, member of
the technical staff, hired
May 21, 1962, retired Sept.
1, 1989, died Nov. 4, 2012.
Robert Nasberg, member
of the technical staff, hired
Aug 9, 2001, retired March
1, 2012, died Oct. 9, 2012.
Patricia Newman, administrative secretary, hired
July 12, 1999, died Jan. 16.

Adrian Ricks, project engineer, hired Jan. 16, 1978,
retired Dec. 1, 1994, died
Nov. 8, 2012.

Walter Sturm, member of
the administrative staff,
hired Aug. 24, 1964, retired
Nov. 1, 1991, died Oct. 4,
2012.

Eric Schrumm, member of
the technical staff, hired Jan.
14, 2008, retired June 1,
2012, died Sept. 7, 2012

David Thompson, member
of the technical staff, hired
Sept. 13, 1965, retired Sept
1, 1999, died March 10.

Earl Shropshire, office of
the technical staff, hired
Oct. 3, 1960, retired Aug. 1,
2008, died August 25, 2012.

Elizabeth Packard, member of the administrative
staff, hired Feb. 13, 1961,
retired June 1, 1989, died
August 22, 2012.

Ronald Siersback, Member
of the technical staff, hired
Aug. 17, 1970, retired Sept.
1, 1993, died Oct. 10, 2012.

William Palmer, member
of the technical staff, hired
June 8, 1964, retired April 1,
1986, died Sept. 4, 2012.

Donald Smith, manager,
hired Aug. 29, 1968, retired
Aug 1, 1991, died March 31.

Ralph Parks, office of the
technical staff, hired May 6,
1963, retired Jan. 1, 1972,
died Jan 22.

Jerry Smith, administrative
assistant, hired Feb. 23,
1982, retired July 1, 1994,
died Jan. 29.

Emilia Perkins, office
clerk, hired May 19, 1980,
retired July 1, 1986, died
March 9.

Patricia Van Fossan, business manager, hired Jan. 14,
1963, retired April 1, 2001,
died Oct. 18, 2012.
Robert Walter, senior research specialist, hired Feb.
1, 1961, retired March 1,
1994, died Sept. 13, 2012.
Robert Weebe, project engineer, hired July 13, 1981,
retired August 1, 2003, died
Feb. 24.
Richard Wong, research
specialist, hired Sept. 24,
1981, retired July 1, 1991,
died March 24.

William Smith, project engineer, hired Aug 31, 1976,
retired Jan. 1, 1991, died
Oct. 10, 2012.

Lorem Zaremba, member
of the technical staff, hired
Nov. 6, 1978, retired April 1,
2007, died July 24, 2012. 

Barry Radowitch, facility
planner, hired July 10, 2000,
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Spring Luncheon!
Tuesday, June 4, 2013
11 a.m. at the

Ports O’Call Restaurant
San Pedro
Telephone: 310-833-3553
(see page 7
for reservation form)

Directions to Ports O’Call Restaurant:
San Pedro.
Telephone: 310-833-3553
From the Harbor Freeway (110) South take the exit
marked “Terminal Island, Vincent Thomas Bridge,
Long Beach”
Bear right to exit on Harbor Blvd.
Go right on Harbor Blvd 0.7 miles to 6th St.
Turn left on 6th, right on Sampson Way, left on Nagoya Way
Go 0.3 miles to the restaurant
When driving north to the USS Iowa after leaving
the restaurant, the sign to the Iowa is on the left
side of the street, not the right side as you might
expect

NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Fall 2013 Issue
Please submit items no later than
September 15th for inclusion in the
Fall 2013 issue of the Newsletter
which will be mailed to our
members on about November, 1
2013.

We need your stories!
(~600 words — or less — please)

E-mail to:
retireesclub.mailbox@aero.org

Or mail to:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Attn: Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245

