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President’s Column
Ken Holden

I’m very pleased to share with all of you the Spring 2019 edition of our Aerospace
Retirees’ Club (ARC) Newsletter. As noted later in the Newsletter, our Spring Luncheon
is set for 5 June (Wednesday) at the Blue Water Grill in Redondo Beach. I hope to see
you there.
This Newsletter has numerous materials of interest to our more than 600 Aerospace
Retirees’ Club members in the Los Angeles area, Chantilly and Colorado. Because my
ongoing Casual Retiree status has allowed me to stay connected with the corporation,
I’d like to share some of what is new at Aerospace.
I mentioned in the last Newsletter that President Trump had called for the creation of a Space Force by
2020. On 19 February 2019, President Trump signed Space Policy Directive – 4 (SPD-4). This memo directs
DoD to move forward with a plan to establish a Space Force as an independent military service within the
Dept. of the Air Force. This Directive still requires Congressional approval. However, as noted by Aerospace
CEO/President Steve Isakowitz, formalizing the proposal represents a milestone for all of those working on
defense space issues and programs. As national security space continues to grow in importance,
Aerospace’s role in addressing the opportunities and challenges that emerge will also increase.
In my final position at Aerospace before retirement, I was engaged in leading the team to assess the
launch readiness for Evolved Expendable Launch Vehicles (EELV). The Atlas V and Delta IV launch systems,
(continued on page 2)
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President’s Column (continued from page 1)
which had “evolved” from earlier versions of those vehicles, have been in operation for nearly 17 years. As
SpaceX and their Falcon 9 rocket have demonstrated so effectively, it is no longer necessary to “expend”
an entire rocket every time a satellite is launched into space. As of 1 March 2019, the program will no longer
be called EELV. The new name is the National Security Space Launch Program. I anticipate that the program
will continue to oversee United Launch Alliance’s transition from their Atlas V and Delta IV systems to their
Vulcan Centaur system, as well as SpaceX’s growing support to National Security Space missions.
Once again, we were fortunate enough to have Aerospace President and CEO Steve Isakowitz as our
guest speaker at our December ARC Luncheon. Steve noted that 2018 was another year of increasing needs
for change in space, requiring a more agile space enterprise. It was a year of many accomplishments for
our customers in support of our Strategic Imperative. Significant focus continues for our corporate initiatives
of Shaping the Future, Innovation, Growth, and Velocity.◆

Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Board of Directors
FY 2018-2020
Executive Committee
President: Ken Holden
Vice President: Barbara Hainey
Secretary: Pat Downing
Treasurer: Tina Pool
Membership: Erwin Perl
Newsletter: Donald Town
Programs: Judy Gonser

9/20
9/20
9/19
9/20
9/19
9/20
9/19

Appointed
Alt. Secretary: Leila Jennings
Auditor: Richard Farrar
Historian: Sharon Waterous
Hospitality: Pat Bohlke
Past Editor: Linda Stephenson
Tours: Tom Freitag
Website/Facebook: Jim Carroll

Ex-Officio:
Andy Amram
Bill Deacon
Linda Drake
Dave Evans
Shirley McCarty
Joe Meltzer

From the Editor …

9/19
9/19
9/20
9/19
9/20
9/20
9/20

East Coast: Janet Hiatt
East Coast: Lisi Jackson

9/20
9/20

New Member: Louise Chavis

9/20

Don Town

This issue includes an All Hands article, material concerning the AFCU, a trip report on the Ronald
Reagan Presidential Library (with a listing of four additional trips to vote on), an East Coast retirees get
together at the National Museum of the Marine Corps, an article about looking for grandparents’ home towns
in Italy, an article about The Aerospace Players’ musical performance of Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor
Dreamcoat, a discussion about Qualified Charitable Distributions and an update on the STEM Scholarship.
There is also the invitation and reservation form for the Spring Luncheon, as well as a report on the Holiday
Luncheon. Hopefully, you have already received the reservation form, and this is another reminder and
opportunity to enjoy a lunch with other retirees. As usual, I hope you enjoy this edition and welcome
comments and suggestions.◆
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What is an IRA Qualified Charitable Distribution (QCD)?
Judy Gonser

My husband, Gary, turned 70-1/2 last year and is now required to take Required Minimum Distributions
(RMDs) from his IRA. When we recently met with our financial advisor, he asked us if we donate to charities.
We replied that we donate to several of them including our church and some educational institutions. He
then told us that because Gary is now required to take an RMD, he could donate the same dollar amount to
the various charities but avoid paying taxes on the donations by doing them through a QCD. He explained
that a QCD is a direct transfer of funds from the IRA custodian, payable to a qualified charity, as described
in the QCD provision in the Internal Revenue Code. Amounts distributed this year as a QCD will be counted
toward satisfying Gary’s RMD amount for 2019, and will also be excluded from our taxable income. * This
is not the case with a regular withdrawal from an IRA, even if we use the money to make a charitable
contribution later on.
Here’s how a QCD works:
•
•
•

You must be at least 70-1/2 years old at the time you request a QCD. If you process a distribution
prior to reaching age 70-1/2, the distribution will be treated as taxable income.
For a QCD to count toward your current year’s RMD, the funds must come out of your IRA by your
RMD deadline, which is generally December 31 each year.
Funds must be transferred directly from your IRA custodian to the qualified charity. This is
accomplished by requesting that your IRA custodian issue a check from your IRA payable to the
charity. You can either request that the check be mailed directly to the charity, or have it sent to
you and you send it to the charity yourself.

When we thought about it, it seemed like a no brainer. This seemed particularly feasible this year
because we are now taking the standard deduction and would miss out on itemizing charitable contributions.
Consequently, we decided to send QCDs to our church and the Aerospace STEM Endowment Fund for a
portion of Gary’s 2019 RMD. I subsequently read several articles on QCDs. Based on what I read, I
developed the following process.
Process we followed:
We had our custodian make the checks out to the charities and send them to us. I drafted a letter to each
individual charity which included Gary’s name, the charity’s name and an explanation that the donation is a
QCD from his IRA. I made a copy of the QCD request form that we had given to our financial advisor and
attached that to copies of the checks along with Gary’s individual letters to the charities. When he receives
an acknowledgement from the charity, I will attach that to the other documents and put everything into our
2019 tax folder.
Mission accomplished. One more item checked off our “to do” list. The remainder of Gary’s 2019 RMD
will be spent on a cruise to celebrate our 50th wedding anniversary later this year. After all, life is all about
balance!◆
*Since a QCD is not taxable, it is not included as income for tax purposes. Consequently, doing a QCD may
help higher income taxpayers mitigate the surcharge called the Income Related Monthly Adjustment
Amount (IRMAA) that they pay on Medicare Parts B and D.
Note: The preceding is not tax advice. It is important for you to consult with your financial advisor or
tax professional to determine whether a QCD is right for you.
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Holiday Luncheon
Judy Gonser

The annual ARC Holiday luncheon was attended by 116 Aerospace retirees and guests on December 4,
2018. The luncheon was held at the Proud Bird Restaurant, which was chosen because of its convenience to
Aerospace. The Aviator room was decorated with a holiday theme. Tables had red and green napkins on
white tablecloths with poinsettia centerpieces. Pat Bohlke, ARC hospitality chair, and her team of smiling
volunteers welcomed arriving attendees and checked them in at the reception table. Ian Freshman and Jeri
Smith from the Aerospace Credit Union had a display table set up with credit union information. Lianne
Mcginley from Aerospace Corporate Communications had a table set up with information on the STEM
program and the Aerospace gift giving program for needy children. Past luncheon photos were set up in
the banquet room by Pat Downing and Ken Holden. Photos of the current luncheon and attendees were
taken by Terry and Linda Stephenson and Elisa Haber, a photographer from
Aerospace.
The keynote speaker was Steve Isakowitz, Aerospace President and CEO. Ken
Holden has summarized Isakowitz’s comments in his President’s Column.
The second speaker from Aerospace was Ellen Beatty, Chief Financial Officer. Ms.
Beatty updated retirees on the status of the Aerospace Employees’ Retirement Plan
(AERP). She told the attendees that the AERP trust returned 4.49% in FY 2018 with the
AERP assets ending the fiscal year at $2.15 billion. Consequently, on January 1, 2019,
the variable payment value increased from $11.0445 to $11.0941 a unit. In addition,
all retirees received a 2% cost of living increase on the Fixed Benefit portion of their
pension. *
Other attendees from the company included Dave Roberts, Principal Director Total Rewards, Gary
Mizumoto from the Treasury Directorate, Lianne Mcginley from the Corporate Communication and Public
Affairs Division, and Aka Amobi, the 2018 winner of the Dr. Wanda M. Austin STEM Endowment Scholarship.
After lunch, Ken encouraged attendees to spread the word about the ARC. He also reminded members
that ARC information is available on the retirees’ club website and on the club’s Facebook page. The Board
can be contacted via email or voicemail. Detailed contact information is included in a box on page 20.
Finally, Ken introduced the ARC Board members and thanked our speakers, guests and the credit union for
their donation of the gift cards. The luncheon ended with the raffle. Winners of the $50 gift cards donated
by the Aerospace Credit Union were Sally Cohen and Harry Eden. Susan Painter won the $100 Proud Bird
gift card. Centerpieces went to the person at each table who had a birthday closest to June 1. ◆
________________________________________________
* Since the Fiscal Year had just closed, the final AERP reports from the actuaries and outside auditors were
not available at the time of the luncheon. Retirees should have received the AERP Annual Funding Notice in
January 2019. Additional information such as the Summary Plan Description, Annual Reports and other AERP
related documents including AERP briefing charts are available in the Aerospace Retirees Portal located
online at https://retirees.aerospace.org/ under the Retirement tab.
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Photos from the Holiday Luncheon
By Elisa Haber and Terry & Linda Stephenson

Pat Downing, Holly Cain, Dick Farrar

Susan Brooks, Louise Chavez

Aka Amobi, Judy and Gary Gosner

Donna Kahl, Hester Covington, Judy Moore

Cynthia Nixon, Cynthia Jenkin, Julie Boucher

Luise and Myron Miller

Don Brueck, Ray Skrinska, Roger Metzler

Sharon Waterous, Jan Abbott

Linda and Terry Stephenson Dana Whitfield, Susan Painter, Angela Burke

Ilene Newman, Pat Bohlke, Dot Hino, Tina Pool

Hi Yuen Reeves, Diana Dafesh
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Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat
Michael Riccio

A hi-energy musical, with music by Andrew Lloyd Weber and book and lyrics by Tim Rice. Come see
this timeless tale during performances July 19-27, presented by The Aerospace Players (TAP) at the James
Armstrong Theatre, 3330 Civic Center Drive, Torrance.
Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat’s two dozen songs are set to many musical genres, from
country-western and calypso to bubble-gum pop and rock and roll, including the closing disco/rock
Megamix, one of the highest-energy musical numbers ever! “Do you have an hour or two? Then I will tell
you a story of a boy,” the female narrator says, of a boy who had a dream that comes true. Joseph appears,
joined by the choir, to sing the haunting song “Any Dream Will Do” to begin his story. This Old Testament
tale of Joseph, his coat of many colors, his jealous brothers, and the hilarious Elvis-like Pharaoh, come alive
in this musical retelling.
For tickets, call the box office at 310-781-7171 or purchase tickets online. Group rates are available for
groups of 10 or more. For additional information, visit the club’s website: www.aeaclubs.org/theater or call
310-809-5941.
Since 1988, The Aerospace Players (TAP) have provided an outlet for The Aerospace Corporation and
Los Angeles Air Force Base employees and their friends and families to participate in performing arts. As
the troupe grew and increased the caliber of performances, receiving several South Bay theater accolades
and annual awards, TAP has stayed true to its original goal and showcases aerospace industry employees in
this production. Comprised entirely of volunteers, members spend many nights a week planning and
rehearsing, and weekends making costumes and sets. Come share the passion for theater.◆

The Dr. Wanda M. Austin STEM Scholarship
Lianne Mcginley

The Dr. Wanda Austin M. STEM Scholarship was established by The Aerospace Corporation’s Board of
Trustees in 2015 under Aerospace’s STEM Endowment Fund. The scholarship has afforded access to higher
education for students who otherwise would not have been able to pay for college on their own. Each
scholarship pays the recipient $10,000 per year, renewable for up to four years. The scholarship was
established because the number of students in the United States studying the STEM disciplines (science,
technology, engineering, and math) has been steadily declining; meanwhile, the need for top STEM talent
is constantly growing. What’s more, Aerospace has a strong desire to recruit a diverse talent pool to ensure
our ability to deliver on innovative solutions for world-class mission assurance, pioneer technological
breakthroughs, and build a safer, stronger future.
The Dr. Wanda M. Austin STEM Scholarship is a needs-based grant awarded to a high school student
from one of nine Los Angeles area high schools with which Aerospace has a relationship. Each high school
is invited to submit its top candidate who is applying for a STEM degree at a four-year college or university.
Aerospace’s STEM Endowment Fund Committee reviews the applications and interviews candidates. From
this selection process, one applicant is selected as the scholarship winner and other candidates may be
invited to work as interns during the summer.
Aerospace retirees are cordially invited to contribute to the Aerospace STEM Endowment Fund to help
the corporation achieve its objective of inspiring the next generation of engineers and scientists. This is
especially important because these applicants come from schools with a significant percentage of
underprivileged and underrepresented students. You can contribute to the fund through the Give Box or
https://givebox.com/theaerospacecorporation/aerospace-stem-endowment-fund-703.
(continued on page 7)
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The Dr. Wanda M. Austin STEM Scholarship (continued from page 6)
For those of you who are over age
Qualified Charitable Contributions (QCDs) for Required Minimum
Distributions (RMDs) from IRAs should be made payable to the
701/2 and are thus required to take
Aerospace STEM Endowment and checks sent by the IRA custodian
required minimum distributions (RMDs)
or retiree to:
from your IRA, and are interested in a
The Aerospace Corporation
Qualified
Charitable
Distribution
Attn: Dean Brunkhardt M1/365
(QCD), you should review Judy
P.O. Box 92957
Gonser's article which offers helpful
Los Angeles, CA 900009-2957
information on how to make a QCD.◆
Meet the first three Dr. Wanda M. Austin STEM Scholarship winners:

Heydy Arias
University of California,
Los Angeles
Heydy Arias, the
inaugural 2016 recipient
of the Dr. Wanda M.
Austin STEM Scholarship,
is in her third year at
UCLA, majoring in
mathematics.

Charlie Rivas
St. John’s University,
Collegeville, MN
Charlie Rivas, the 2017 Dr.
Wanda M. Austin STEM
Scholarship recipient, is now
in his sophomore year. He is
continuing his studies in
physics including courses in
optics and thermodynamics.

Amobi “Aka” Odinakachukwu
California State University,
Northridge
Aka Odinakachukwu, a
graduate of St. Bernard High
School and the 2018
recipient of the Dr. Wanda
M. Austin STEM Scholarship.
He is a freshman majoring in
computer engineering.

Spring Luncheon
Judy Gonser

The ARC Annual Spring luncheon will be held in the Avalon Room at the Bluewater Grill Restaurant on
Wednesday, June 5, beginning with a social hour at 11:30, and lunch at 12:30. Please note that this is half
an hour later than prior luncheons. The restaurant is located in Redondo Beach at 665 North Harbor Drive.
The Avalon Room is located on the second floor, where there is a beautiful view of the marina. An elevator
is available. Luncheon cost is $45 per person. This will include the valet parking charge. The deadline for
reservations is Wednesday, May 22, 2019. Please note that space is limited so get your RSVPs in quickly.
You have two options for registering for the luncheon:
1) You can register by completing a registration form and mailing it with your check to the ARC post
office box. The reservation form is on the following page.
2) You can complete your registration online and pay for your lunch by credit card via PayPal using
the Online Reservation Form at https://forms.gle/jLjXRunUdrjjm3YQ8
A map with directions can be found on the back page of this newsletter.◆
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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The Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Invites you and your guest to join us for our Spring Luncheon

Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Bluewater Grill Restaurant
665 N. Harbor Drive
Redondo Beach, CA 90277
(Click HERE for map or see the map on page 20)

Avalon Room
No-host bar opens at 11:30 a.m.
Lunch will be served at 12:30 p.m.
• Cost is $45 per person
• Response due no later than May 22, 2019
• Please phone Judy Gonser (310) 968-9655 or Pat Bohlke (310) 674-1882 for questions or last-minute
changes. A refund will be made only with a 72-hour cancellation notice. Refunds after that are subject to
approval by the ARC Board.

Reservations for Spring Luncheon
Space is limited. To ensure your reservation(s), please return this form as soon as possible with a check for
$45 per person payable to the "Aerospace Retirees' Club." Indicate name(s) and menu choice(s) below.
Member Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge)
___________________________________________________________




Boneless breast of chicken with mushrooms in a Dijon mustard sauce, mashed potatoes and seasonal
vegetables
Atlantic salmon with dill crème fraiche, rice pilaf and seasonal vegetables
Vegetarian stir fry

Guest Name (as you want it to appear on the name badge)
___________________________________________________________




Boneless breast of chicken with mushrooms in a Dijon mustard sauce, mashed potatoes and seasonal
vegetables
Atlantic salmon with dill crème fraiche, rice pilaf and seasonal vegetables
Vegetarian stir fry

Your telephone number _________ Email_____________________________________________

Please mail this form to:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Attn: Luncheon Reservations
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245
____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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Credit Union Updates
Ian Freshman

We’re pleased to be able to highlight a few of the exciting things happening at the credit union:
• Win with AFCU by Using Your Debit Card – Throughout 2019 we are giving away $500 monthly prizes
and a $2,500 grand prize at the end of the year! The more purchases you make with your AFCU Visa®
Debit Card, the more entries you’ll have in the prize drawings. For full details and official rules, visit
www.aerofcu.org/WinwithAFCU. Benefits of an AFCU Debit Card include:
o New EMV security chip technology and AeroCube 4 satellite design!
o VISA® debit card that can be used anywhere that accepts VISA
o Optional Cashback Offers at local and national merchants
o Access to 30,000 fee-free ATMs nationwide
• 5...4...3...2...1 Visa® Credit Card Rewards – Earn up to 5% Cash Back or 5 CU Rewards points per
$1 spent in 2019 on goods and services you use every day such as gas, food, entertainment and travel
with an AFCU Platinum Visa Credit Card!
o 5... Earn 5% Cash Back/Rewards on gasoline purchases
o 4... Earn 4% Cash Back/Rewards on dining and entertainment
o 3... Earn 3% Cash Back/Rewards on travel
o 2... Earn 2% Cash Back/Rewards at grocery stores and on ALL other purchases
o 1... One credit card for ALL your needs!
AFCU has two Platinum Visa Credit Cards to choose from: CASH BACK and REWARDS. Choose the
best one for your personal spending habits. Both cards have no international use fees and no annual
or cash advance fees! For full details, rates, and to apply online, visit www.aerofcu.org.
• Saturday Open - AFCU will be open on Saturday, July 20 from 9:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. Bring your family
members in to open AFCU accounts, conduct transactions or apply for loans. Refreshments will be
served. Convenient parking will be available close to the credit union. Standard access rules apply.
• Introducing Free Online Financial Education – Aerospace Federal Credit Union is proud to partner
with Banzai, the award-winning financial education program used by millions of teachers and
students around the country. Now your family can experience real-world financial lessons in a fun,
safe way. Help your grandkids prepare for the future with this financial literacy program that’s totally
free to our members! Banzai is a "learn by doing" program that teaches healthy spending habits,
planning ahead and financial responsibility through online interactive games. It's completely webbased so there's no need to install any software - you have full access from anywhere, anytime. Start
having fun while learning about finances online today! Visit: www.aerofcu.learnbanzai.com.
• Five $1,000 College Scholarships Available – Calling all high school senior AFCU members!
Applications are being accepted for the 2019 AFCU Satellite Scholarship program. To be eligible for
the scholarship, applicants must be an AFCU member in good standing (no negative or delinquent
accounts). The student must have their own account. A family member's account will not qualify. The
application deadline is May 1, 2019. For full details and to apply, please download the application at
www.aerofcu.org/youth.
• Make the Switch to Free Electronic Statements – Get timely delivery of your account statements,
and the security of knowing that your statement cannot be stolen from your mailbox. Benefits of
eStatements include:
o Knowing your statements are safe and secure
o Quicker access to account statements and tax documents
o Less paper to clutter your home or office
(continued on page 10)
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Credit Union Updates (continued from page 9)
o Automatic storage of your statements for 18 months starting the month you enroll
o Receiving email notices when your statement is ready to view, print, or download
To get started, enable eStatements on your AFCU account:
1. Log in to AeroAccess Home Banking on our homepage at www.aerofcu.org.
(If you haven't registered for AeroAccess click the “New User” next to the Login button)
2. Once logged in, click on the “Accounts” tab
3. Select “Statements”
4. Select “Electronic (Via Internet)”, then click “Accept”.◆

Visit to the National Museum of the Marine Corps
Janet Hiatt

On December 4, about 17 of us met at the National Museum of the Marine Corps in Triangle, Virginia,
near Quantico. The museum opened in 2006 and claims to be one of the top tourist attractions in the state.
It certainly was beautifully laid out and had very interesting exhibits that covered all the wars since World
War I as well as training and boot camp experiences. I would definitely recommend a visit to all who come
to the East Coast.
We did have a docent start us off with some background of the museum, followed by a 20-minute video,
prior to our tour of the museum itself. After our tour, we met in the Devil Dog Diner for lunch and then were
treated to a concert by a marine band. That was an unexpected but pleasant surprise.
Here are some photos that Bob Fischer and Phyllis Meltzer sent. Bob Fischer’s father was a marine who
wrote a book that the museum has on display.◆

Random Patterns (aka Brenford’s Law)
Weirdly, random data isn't actually all that random. In a given list of numbers representing anything from
stock prices to city populations to the heights of buildings to the lengths of rivers, about 30 percent of the
numbers will begin with the digit 1. Less of them will begin with 2, even less with 3, and so on, until only one
number in twenty will begin with a 9. The bigger the data set, and the more orders of magnitude it spans,
the more strongly this pattern emerges.
Excerpted from https://www.livescience.com/26584-5-mind-boggling-math-facts.html

The law works so well that it has been used to detect fake numbers in tax documents. When people make
up fake numbers, they try to make them realistic and avoid bias towards certain numbers. But as Brenford’s
law points out, the lower numbers are often more common as first digits. Studies have been able to find
fudged data by looking for tax returns that don’t fit with the law!
Excerpted from https://www.gadgette.com/2016/04/07/7-maths-facts-that-blow-our-minds/
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Recent Retirees

November-2018

Gail Haddock

Edward Bolton Jr

Stephanie Alofaituli

Harold Jesse

Thomas Caracash

Douglas Becker

Mark Lalic

Robert Carroll

Donald Blaty

Lester Ostroy

Carol Cutting

Linda Burns

Frederick Roberts

Henry Chang

Mark Rogers

Douglas Daughaday
Karlene Duncan

Richard Gong

Charles Rowe

CS (Stephen) Grant

Juana Iroz

George Scherer

Earl Johanknecht

Jerris Johnson

Lorraine Sinohui

Sandra Johnson

Jack T. Kawamoto

Joseph Uht

Margaret Koenig

Lynn Ketner

Scott Wilkes

Ronald C. Lacoe
Beth Levy

Brian G. Millburn
Lisa Nikitas

February-2019

John Maksymowicz

Dennis Potts

Karen Bertamini

Chris F. Medeiros

Walace Sommerville

Marti Fallon

Nadia Monaysar

Charles Wang

Robert Hickman
Howell C. Jaynes

Joanne Ostroy

December-2018

Donald Mayer

Jay Bernard

Howard Mitchell

Michael McAtee

Reynold Rose

Diana E. Orr

Andy Taggart
Thomas Tam

January-2019
Jya-Syin Chien

March-2019

Marvin Coleman

Diane Apgar

Adrian Gomez

Wojciech Bialy

Mary A. Rich
Barbara Robinson
Angela Ross
Floria Ross
Pearl Smith
Timothy Stark
Brenda Stratton
Paul Tien
Lester Torres
Marilyn Williams

Notice
The expressions of opinion in the Aerospace Retirees’ Club (ARC) Newsletter are the opinions
of the writers and the editor and not necessarily those of ARC or the Aerospace Corporation.
To see the full disclaimer for the ARC Newsletter, Website, and Facebook Page, go to
http://aeroretirees.org or click here.◆
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Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Membership Application
DATE ________________
Please enter all of the data below:

NAME ______________________________________________________________________ NEW _____ RENEWAL ______
MAILING ADDRESS ______________________________________________________________________________________
CITY ____________________________________________________ STATE _____________________ ZIP _______________
EMAIL ADDRESS _________________________________________________________________________________________
(To minimize the cost of running the Club, we will send newsletters and other mailings (approximately 3-5 per year) to your email address, if you have one.)

**All information is for Club use only and will not be released to anyone without your permission.**
Annual Membership Dues are $5 per FISCAL YEAR, which ends on September 30.
Multi-year memberships are encouraged, and we offer LIFETIME MEMBERSHIPS for $75.
Your membership expiration date will appear in one of the following places:
a) In the email message your newsletter is attached to, or
b) On the mailing label for your newsletter.
c) By checking the ARC website member directory
Enclosed is my check for $_________ for ______year(s) dues, or ____ Lifetime Membership
Please make your check payable to Aerospace Retirees’ Club and mail it with this entire form to:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club - Membership, P.O. Box 2194, El Segundo, CA 90245
Please note: Your Club will exist only as long as there are volunteers to run it. If you are able to become involved
as an officer, in planning events, or in other roles, please check here _____A board member will contact you.

Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum Tour & Pompeii Exhibit
Tom Freitag

The Reagan tour was successful. The tour director supplied
by Good Times was very informative, relating many interesting
stories about Ronald Reagan’s life on the ride to the museum.
We toured the Pompeii exhibit, which features over 150
authentic artifacts on loan from the Naples National
Archaeological Museum in Italy. We also explored the
hundreds of artifacts and dozens of interactive displays related
to Ronald Reagan’s life. The most spectacular exhibits were in a
hangar that housed Air Force 1 plane and Marine 1 helicopter
used by Reagan. On the drive home, the tour director showed a
video of several funny stories told by Reagan during many of
his speeches. Prior to the drive home, Tom and Betty Freitag
provided red or white wine and some snacks to the group for
the trip home. Twenty-seven club members were on the bus and a good time was had by all.◆
(continued on page 13)
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Ronald Reagan Presidential Library and Museum Tour & Pompeii Exhibit (continued from page 12)
Those making the trip were:
Patrick Abamonte

Richard Farrar

Ruby Hoffman

Barry Newman

Dorothy Benveniste

Betty Freitag

Ken Holden

Ilene Newman

Pat Bohlke

Tom Freitag

Rick Humphrey

Linda Stephenson

Nancy Brock

Gary Gardener

Sharon Margolis

Terry Stephenson

Holly Cain

Gary Gonser

Becky Maynard

Dora Vallarta

Joe Caprio

Judith Gonser

Richard Maynard

Sharon Waterous

Pat Downing

Carl Hoffman

Pam McMaster

Future Tours
The next tour is to be decided by the members input. Four suggested trips with descriptions are
provided below. Votes can be made online, through email or submitting suggestions by mail.
L.A.’S GREAT OBSERVATORIES
Mount Wilson Observatory & Griffith Observatory with Boxed Lunch
A unique opportunity to take a docent-guided tour of the historic Mount Wilson Observatory – the
astronomical research facility located on the summit of Mount Wilson (elevation 5,700 feet) above Pasadena.
Founded in 1904 by George Ellery Hale, on this two-hour walking tour you’ll learn about its history, the
construction of the 100-inch Hooker telescope (the world's largest from 1917 to 1948), current projects and
major discoveries that have taken place here. Enjoy an included boxed lunch and time to explore the small
astronomical museum on site. This afternoon we’ll enjoy time at leisure at the Griffith Observatory – one of
Los Angeles’ most recognizable landmarks since it was built in 1935 – and its most famous movie location
since 1955’s Rebel Without a Cause. The Art Deco building features spectacular exhibits and unbeatable
hilltop views. Suggested: walking shoes as there is considerable walking, stairs and standing on the Mt. Wilson
Observatory tour and a jacket or sweater due to the high elevation at Mt. Wilson. Price: $79 Depart: 8:00 a.m.
Return: 6:30 p.m.
COASTAL MISSIONS BY RAIL
San Luis Rey & San Juan Capistrano Missions with Buffet Lunch
On this unique tour we travel south along the coast to two of California’s most historic landmarks and
cultural icons. First, we motorcoach to San Juan Capistrano to board an Amtrak train for a coastal train ride
to Oceanside. The ocean views along this protected stretch of coastline are spectacular! Our motorcoach
will meet us at the Oceanside station and transport us to Mission San Luis Rey de Francia. Enjoy an included
buffet lunch at the “King of the Missions” followed by a docent-led tour to peek into California history.
Beginning with the arrival of the Spanish in Alta California in the 18 th century, the story of the California
Mission system and Mission San Luis Rey in particular, is told against a back-drop of historical buildings,
inspiring artwork and unique artifacts. Come see how the Franciscan Friars and Luiseno Indians built a
remarkably successful community both economically and spiritually, and how that legacy continues to this
day. Next, enjoy a docent-led tour of Mission San Juan Capistrano, founded as the 7 th of 9 missions
established by Saint Junipero Serra. Known for the “Miracle of the Swallows,” this Mission continues today
to serve as a reminder of the past. See the beautiful museum rooms, exhibits, gardens and fountains. We will
motorcoach home. Required: when booking, provide full legal name as it appears on your driver’s license or
other government-issued photo identification that you will be presenting to Amtrak on the day of the tour.
Suggested: walking shoes. Price: $99 Depart: 8:45 a.m. Return: 5:30 p.m.
(continued on page 14)
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Suggested Trips (continued from page 13)
NETHERCUTT & NORTH WOODS
Nethercutt Collection & Museum with Lunch at North Woods Inn
Come enjoy a spectacular day featuring beautiful treasures and lavish luxuries! A docent-guided tour of the
Nethercutt Collection will showcase this world-renowned “treasure house of beauty” – a collection that is a
result of J.B. Nethercutt and his wife’s love of beauty. As owners of Merle Norman cosmetics, they made their
dream of bringing beauty to the public come true. Among the treasures are some of the world’s finest
antique and classic cars from the 1910s, 20s and 30s – displayed in an opulent re-creation of an automotive
Grand Salon. The Music Room displays a world-class collection of automated mechanical instruments –
ranging from tiny musical pocket watches to the mighty Wurlitzer theatre pipe organ! Enjoy time at leisure
to browse the Nethercutt Museum including the historic 1912 Pullman Train Car – resplendent in its Royal
maroon, gold leaf, gloss black and brushed stainless steel livery, it is a testament to the grand era of steam
locomotive engineering. Prior to arriving at Nethercutt, we’ll have an included early lunch with choice of
entrée and dessert at the nostalgic North Woods Inn. While known for their plentiful meals, yummy cheese
bread, and “snow” on the roof, what sets North Woods Inn apart is the uniqueness of its décor – warm and
woodsy with stained glass, oil paintings and period lamps. Price: $79 Depart: 9:30 a.m. Return: 6:30 p.m.
EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE including NASA’s Armstrong Flight Research Center
An exclusive opportunity to take a docent-led behind-the-scenes tour of Edwards Air Force Base. Located
in the western Mojave Desert, the Base is strategically situated next to Rogers Dry Lake, a desert salt pan
which provides a natural extension to Edwards’ runways. The perfect site for flight testing, it has
subsequently been home to many of aviation’s most important and daring flights: Chuck Yeager first
breaking the sound barrier in the Bell X-1, test flights of the X-15, Space Shuttle landings and more recently,
the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter. The newest, fastest and the highest aircraft – whether for the military, NASA or
commercial purposes make their debut here. Take an extensive guided driving tour of the Edwards Base to
see the hangars, aircraft along the flight line and the lakebed which is home to 22 runways. Enjoy time at
leisure for lunch on your own at NASA’s Neil A. Armstrong Flight Research Center cafeteria, as well as a visit
to the NASA gift shop (pending availability) and a visit to the Air Force Flight Test Center Museum. Required:
when booking, provide full legal name as it appears on your driver’s license or other government-issued
identification that you will be presenting to Base Security on the day of the tour. Non-U.S. citizens must register
early and have proper documents. Note: A roster of names, and related security info, must be submitted on (x)
and no additions or changes may be made after that date. Price: $69 Depart: 7:00 a.m. Return: 7:00 p.m.

Finding My Grandparents’ Home Towns
Donna Kahl

My dad died in 2013, and I then moved my mom close to me to take care of her until her death in 2017.
Besides the normal grief of losing my parents, I had an overwhelming sense of sorrow for the dreams that
they never fulfilled. They always wanted to go to Italy and see where their parents (my grandparents) were
born. As they aged, one thing or another got in the way of that trip - hip replacements, cataracts, failing
health, dementia. My sadness came from repeatedly trying to get them to go to Italy, but it never happened.
They waited too long. So, this past May, I decided to do what my parents dreamed of. I went to Italy to see
where all four of my grandparents were born and learn what I could about my great-grandparents’ journey
to America to seek a better life. (I did use an awesome travel agent to help me with the logistics of traveling
through southern Italy, from the east coast to the west coast.)
So off I went for two weeks. Besides a few days in Rome and the Amalfi Coast, the trip was devoted to
finding my grandparents’ home towns. All four of my grandparents were born in Southern Italy and came
from large families. My great grandparents made many trips back and forth to the US to get all their children
over here. In their case, as was probably the same for others, they took some older children over so they
(continued on page 15)
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Finding My Grandparents’ Home Towns (continued from page 14)
could take care of younger ones and left other older children behind to care for the ones that remained until
they all made it to New York.
I started with my paternal grandparents who both came from the same town east of Salerno called
Sicignano. I knew that at one time my great grandfather owned an olive farm and sold it before coming to
the US. One of my cousins had done research on this and found the current owners of that olive farm; it still
existed. She made contact on email and, using an app to translate, she also found out the name of the olive
farm which is Tenuto Tortorella - meaning Estate of Tortorella - which is my maiden name. After nearly 100
years, all the owners retained my great grandfather's name for the farm! I made contact with the current
owners, the Scorziello family, and they were thrilled to know I was coming there
and invited me to the farm.
They gave us directions to the 62-acre farm and when we got a bit lost,
Donatella and Rosario, the adult daughter and son of the owners, met us at one of
the landmarks. We followed them to the top of the farm, high on a hillside
overlooking a beautiful valley. There are 4500 olive trees on the farm, not all
planted when my great grandfather owned it. However, they showed us several
trees hundreds of years old. It gave me chills to know I now stood on the same
ground my great grandfather once owned and where my grandfather as a teen
worked side by side with him. I could not help but cry a little knowing my own
dad would have loved seeing this but never got to do it. Donatella and Rosario
told us how they harvest the olives and move them to their processing area. They
also told us how there was a very bloody battle in WWII where many were killed
on the land.
We followed our hosts to their home a few miles away where their parents warmly greeted us, shared
homemade desserts with us and showed us their small store. They took us around back of the property and
into their basement, which is where they make three kinds of organic olive oil that they sell. We tasted all
three with homemade bread, and before we left, we ordered several cases to be shipped to us. Again, what
a thrill to taste the oil, and now I use it whenever I cook. I only wish my dad could have seen this. How he
would have loved to taste the oil from the trees of his family.
Later, we went about 11 miles to a small town called Sicignano where both my paternal grandparents
were born. They did not know each other then and only met after coming to the US as children. I went to the
City Hall and was able to see both grandparents’ birth certificates. They were hand written in huge books
marked in gold on the spine with the year. The hand writing was exquisite. My grandfathers were born in
1897. Back then, people had to go register the births. It was very special to be able to see that, and they
even made me a copy. I was able to communicate a bit with one of the clerks there and he told me the Police
Chief was named Gerardo Tortorella. He called him and the Chief came back to meet me. While sitting and
waiting on the steps of City Hall, I saw a truck in the lot, and the name on it said Tortorella Chimney Sweep.
Maybe another cousin? When Chief Tortorella showed up, he spoke no English but we were able to talk,
and he outlined how we were related. He also told me to go meet another cousin at the bank across the street
named Raffaele Tortorella. He said there are many, many Tortorellas in the town and also many Zammiellos
which is my grandmother’s maiden name.
My grandparents met in the US. It was very common for Italians who came over to gravitate to the towns
where other familiar Italians were located. My grandfather became an apple farmer in upstate New York. I
have many fond memories of the apple farm, riding on the tractor and watching the apples being packed to
send to New York City to sell.
The next part of my journey was to drive across the boot of Italy to the Adriatic Sea to find my maternal
grandparents’ birth places. It turned out they were born in small cities within about 10 miles of each other.
They were younger when they came to the States and again, their parents wanted a better life in the US. My
maternal grandmother was one of nine children, and my maternal grandfather was one of 12! It was
interesting to learn that the entire family could not all go at once on the ship to the US. They often left an
older child behind to watch the younger kids until the parents could come back to get them. In my maternal
(continued on page 16)

____________________________________________________________________________________________________________
Page 15
Spring 2019

Finding My Grandparents’ Home Towns (continued from page 15)
grandfather's case, he was the youngest, so he came over on the third and final trip his parents made.
I visited the cities of Bari and Train, both in the Puglia region and on the ocean. At both City Halls, I saw
the same beautiful books with the births recorded in the lovely handwriting of the early 1900s. I also was
able to go visit the actual addresses of the homes as recorded in the birth books. They were both apartment
buildings that certainly looked as though they had been around for a long time.
Although we had time to visit many small towns and cities during our two weeks, the journey back to see
my grandparents’ beginnings was the most poignant for me. Although I really wanted my parents to make
this trip, I feel as though I fulfilled their dream. My advice to other retirees would be to go find your roots or
sightsee as much as you can. Do it before you can’t!◆

Today’s All Hands
Excerpted from Steve Isakowitz email, March 21, 2019

Our confidence in the company’s prospects is bolstered by how well we are addressing and
leveraging this dynamic era in space. Changing times have a way of testing corporate values and culture,
and Aerospace’s resiliency speaks volumes for the continued impact we will have in shaping the future of
our nation’s security.
While today’s format at the All Hands did not permit us an opportunity to discuss the incredible highlights
from last quarter, I want to take a moment to outline some of our remarkable mission successes:
• The historic launch of the first GPS III satellite—the gold standard for global navigation—on Dec. 23

on a Falcon 9 rocket (the first newly certified rocket for the Air Force in almost 20 years) from Cape
Canaveral was a poignant reminder of our enduring legacy in the GPS program. Over the last five
decades, Aerospace has played a key role in the development and deployment of every
generation of this signature system that supports so many aspects of our daily lives and national
defense.
• On Jan. 19, NROL-71 soared from a launchpad at Vandenberg Air Force Base aboard a Delta IV Heavy.
NROL-71 required five launch attempts before it could begin its classified mission. Aerospace’s
expertise played a pivotal role in overcoming a number of obstacles during the launch campaign.
• NASA’s Commercial Crew SpaceX’s Demo-1 launched on March 2 aboard a Falcon 9 from the
Kennedy Space Center. Aerospace provided propulsion and structural assessments for the
mission, which will provide a gateway for returning to the launch of manned missions from U.S.
soil.
• Last Friday at Cape Canaveral, a Delta IV Medium+ carried the 10th Wideband Global SATCOM
(WGS-10), which provides Ka- and X-band services to warfighters around the world. Aerospace
provided tailored mission assurance for WGS-10, including anomaly root cause analysis using
specialized laboratories and expertise.
• On Dec. 16, AeroCube-11 launched on Rocket Lab’s small satellite launcher, Electron. Also known as
“R3,” the Rapid + Responsive + Reimagined Cubesat offers landsat instrument capability for 3% of
the cost and 2% of the size of traditional satellites, as well as a 200 Mbps laser communication
downlink and ground-based image processing with artificial intelligence.
• Finally, the Advanced Extremely High Frequency (AEFH-4) satellite, which was launched last
October on an Atlas V, reached orbit a month early. The communications satellite moved ahead of
schedule through key Aerospace recommendations for lower power level thruster performance
which enabled longer burns during the orbit raising.
This quarter also saw the announcement of the retirements of Senior Vice President of National Systems
Group Cathy Steele and Vice President of Technology and Laboratory Operations Dr. Sherrie Zacharius.
Cathy and Sherrie have respectively served Aerospace for 28 and 37 years. Please join me in saluting their
amazing commitment and contributions to our company, our customers, and our country. ◆
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ARC Website Updates
Jim Carroll, ARC Webmaster

We hope most members are fairly familiar with the ARC website. If not, please take the time now to
explore its latest iteration (just click on the above link to do so or go to http://aeroretirees.org). We hope
you find it to be a valuable resource full of relevant, interesting and useful information. Over the past two
years, the design and functionality has remained relatively stable; however, there have
been some minor changes, and the content is regularly updated with the latest
information available.
Let’s take a look at some of its features. First, on the Primary Sidebar (left side of the
window) at the top you have a Search bar (just enter the terms you want to search by),
then quick links to any current ANNOUNCEMENTS and EVENTS (if any). After that,
there is listing of LINKS (hover your mouse over a link and a description of the link will
appear) that will give you access to various other websites that have been vetted by us
to have information of interest for retirees (be sure to explore each one to see if it has
any value for you).

Second, on the top menu bar from left to right, you have HOME (the default landing
page and the one you are probably viewing now); NEWS (the latest information on club
activities); MEMBERSHIP (a page that explains the different available membership
categories with application/renewal forms and a link to the latest member directory
where you can check your membership status); ARC BOARD (a listing of our current
board of directors); BYLAWS (our current approved bylaws); SUBMIT A STORY (a
page that explains how to share a story for the newsletter or website); LINKS (a more
detailed page of links to other websites of interest); CONTACT US (contains a web form
to contact us directly and information on our email address, postal address and voice mail); DISCLAIMER
(a page that specifies the terms of our disclaimer for our website, newsletter, and Facebook page), and
finally another Search bar (click on the magnifying glass to open). In addition, three of the menus contain a
submenu. Under NEWS, there is a club CALENDAR; under ARC BOARD, there is ARC PAST PRESIDENTS
(a listing of our past presidents and their terms of office); and under MEMBERSHIP, there is MEMBER
DIRECTORY (takes you to a page with a link to the latest member directory, and it also has information on
how to request contact information for members, including a web form to submit the request).
Finally, on the bottom of the window in the footer section there are other quick links to
ANNOUNCEMENTS, LINKS (similar to the Primary Sidebar) and a CATEGORIES section with quick links
to current Announcements, Archive (postings going back to 2011), Forms and Docs (a secured page of ARC
forms and documents), and Newsletters (going
back to 2011).
If you have any suggestions for improvement
or other comments related to the website, please
feel free to let me know. You can email me at
aeroretirees@gmail.com or through the ARC
Form on the CONTACT US page.
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In Memoriam
Sincere sympathy is extended to the families of:
Marilyn Adams, office of technical support, hired Feb. 2, 1981, retired Oct. 1, 1993, died Jan. 31, 2019
Alice Auck, member of administrative staff, hired March 18, 1963, retired June 1, 1977, died Jan. 28, 2019
Warren Begley, member of technical staff, hired April 27, 1964, retired April 1, 1979, died Oct. 17, 2018
Edgar Brisson, member of technical staff, hired June 12, 1990, retired Sept. 1, 1995, died Nov. 20, 2018
Walter Buell, member of technical staff, hired March 3, 1997, died Oct. 31, 2018
John Carney, member of administrative staff, hired April 8, 1986, retired Sept. 1, 1995, died Jan. 1, 2019
Herbert Cohen, member of technical staff, hired July 9, 1962, retired Oct. 1, 1985, died Dec. 27, 2018
Glenn Colbert, office of technical support, hired March 31, 1980, retired Sept. 1, 2013, died Oct. 27, 2018
William Davenport, member of technical staff, hired March 1, 1973, retired Jan. 1, 1985, died Feb. 10, 2019
Owen Dykema, member of technical staff, hired July 27, 1964, retired March 1, 1994, died Jan. 30, 2019
Kenneth Easley, member of technical staff, hired July 12, 1976, retired Dec. 1, 2003, died Dec. 2, 2018
Richard Elder, office of technical support, hired May 1, 1989, retired May 1, 2003, died Jan. 6, 2019
Forest Field, member of technical staff, hired Sept. 3, 1963, retired Sept. 1, 1986, died Sept. 27, 2018
Abraham Gichtin, member of technical staff, hired Nov. 14, 1968, retired Dec. 1, 1990, died Sept. 14, 2018
Norman Goyette, member of technical staff, hired March 3, 1997, died Dec. 7, 2018
Luella Green, office of technical support, hired Aug. 5, 1965, retired May 1, 1988, died Feb. 16, 2019
Janet Hallett, member of administrative staff, hired May 14, 1962, retired July 1, 1994, died Sept. 20, 2017
Arnold Hanson, member of technical staff, hired Sept. 5, 1960, retired Dec. 1, 1987, died Aug. 21, 2018
Henry Harada, member of administrative staff, hired Oct. 3, 1960, retired Jan. 1, 1993, died Dec. 21, 2018
Eugene Hellie, member of administrative staff, hired May 6, 1968, retired Jan. 1, 2007, died Feb. 1, 2019
Ralph Herbert, member of technical staff, hired Jan. 28, 1980, retired April 1, 2015, died Oct. 22, 2018
Mary Higashi, office of technical support, hired March 6, 1971, retired Jan. 1, 1987, died Jan. 16, 2019
Lucia Howsley, office of technical support, hired Sept. 17, 1984, retired Feb. 1, 1994, died Sept. 17, 2018
Daria Jewett, office of technical support, hired Oct. 24, 1977, retired Dec. 1, 1992, died Sept. 22, 2018
Robert Johnson, member of technical staff, hired March 3, 1980, retired Dec. 1, 1990, died Nov. 12, 2018
Donal Jolley, office of technical support, hired May 15, 1961, retired Oct. 1, 1998, died Oct. 16, 2017
William Junge, member of administrative staff, hired Jan. 6, 1986, retired June 1, 2005, died Dec. 2, 2018
Sarunas Karuza, member of technical staff, hired Jan. 28, 1980, retired Jan. 1, 2011, died Jan. 2, 2019
Denise Kleffman, member of administrative staff, hired Nov. 13, 1989, died Sept. 18, 2018
Paul Marx, member of technical staff, hired March 20, 1961, retired April 1, 1988, died Oct. 8, 2018
Jean McDaniel, office of technical support, hired Dec. 19, 1962, retired Nov. 1, 1991, died Jan. 15, 2019
Michael Menn, member of technical staff, hired Aug. 17, 1981, retired June 1, 2012, died Jan. 15, 2019
Nancy Mercier, office of technical support, hired July 3, 1972, retired Feb. 1, 1994, died Oct. 22, 2018
Donald Moore, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 26, 1968, retired Dec. 1, 1994, died Nov. 29, 2018
(continued on page 19)
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In Memoriam
(continued from page 18)

Iva Moore, office of technical support, hired June 16, 1963, retired Nov. 1, 1991, died Oct. 6, 2018
John Murdock, member of technical staff, hired March 6, 1967, retired Aug. 1, 2003, died Dec. 10, 2018
Lance Newman, member of technical staff, hired April 27, 1981, retired May 1, 2013, died Oct. 4, 2018
Anthony Oates, member of technical staff, hired Aug. 24, 1992, retired Jan. 1, 2003, died Dec. 25, 2018
Robert Perkins, member of administrative staff, hired Sept. 13, 1971, retired March 1, 1998, died Jan. 2, 2019
James Petters, member of technical staff, hired March 16, 1961, retired Aug. 1, 1987, died Feb. 15, 2019
Samuel Poff, member of technical staff, hired May 21, 2018, died Jan. 22, 2019
Evelyn Ramirez, office of technical support, hired Nov. 30, 1981, died Dec. 28, 2018
Lawrence Raphael, member of technical staff, hired March 20, 1969, retired May 1, 1989, died Oct. 21, 2018
Irwin Rosenfeld, member of technical staff, hired April 12, 1987, retired Feb. 1, 1994, died Oct. 8, 2018
Vera Sauve, member of administrative staff, hired June 23, 1997, retired Sept. 1, 2012, died Dec. 29, 2016
Wayne Schneider, office of technical support, hired March 27, 1967, retired Feb. 1, 2002, died Jan. 7, 2019
Edward Skomal, member of administrative staff, hired July 1, 1963, retired Aug. 1, 1986, died Dec. 8, 2018
Geoffrey Smit, member of technical staff, hired April 14, 1980, died Nov. 17, 2018
William Smith, member of administrative staff, hired May 8, 1990, retired Sept. 1, 1995, died Oct. 7, 2018
Robert Terifay, member of technical staff, hired Aug. 30, 1962, retired Sept. 1, 1984, died Sept. 30, 2018
John Thacker, member of technical staff, hired April 1, 1974, retired Nov. 1, 2008, died Sept. 17, 2018
Ernest Urata, member of administrative staff, hired Feb. 12, 1980, retired July 1, 1997, died Nov. 15, 2018
Velma Voit, member of technical staff, hired Jan. 30, 1961, retired Oct. 1, 1996, died Dec. 30, 2018
Elsie Walker, office of technical support, hired June 23, 1975, retired Oct. 1, 1996, died Nov. 12, 2018
Samuel Wheatman, member of technical staff, hired Feb. 4, 1985, retired May 1, 2001, died Jan. 13, 2019
Ernest Wolff, member of technical staff, hired Oct. 15, 1973, retired Sept. 1, 1999, died Sept. 24, 2018
Craig Yandow, technical support staff, hired April 20, 1998, retired April 1, 2014, died Sept. 27, 2018


Kaprekar’s Constant
There are loads of weird numbers that have some odd properties. One of our favourites is 6174, also
known as Kaprekar’s constant. Grab a bit of paper and try this:
1. Think of any 4-digit number that has at least two different digits (e.g. 1112 is allowed, 1111 is not).
2. Now arrange the digits in descending order and then again in ascending order giving you two
different numbers.
3. Subtract the smaller number from the larger one.
4. Repeat.
If you do this you will soon get Kaprekar’s constant: 6174. It doesn’t matter what 4-digit number you start
with, you’ll always get to 6174 and then get stuck there because 6174 itself gives you a result of 6174. Weird,
huh? 495 is the 3-digit equivalent.
Excerpted from https://www.gadgette.com/2016/04/07/7-maths-facts-that-blow-our-minds/
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Aerospace Retirees’ Club Newsletter
Spring 2019

Spring Luncheon!
Wednesday, June 5, 2019

Telephone: (310) 318-3474

Please submit items no later than September
15, 2019, for inclusion in the Fall 2019 issue of
the Newsletter which will be mailed to our
members on about November 1, 2019.

(see page 8 for reservation form)

We need your stories!

11:30 a.m. at the Bluewater Grill Restaurant
665 N. Harbor Drive, Redondo Beach, CA 90277

Directions to Restaurant:
Click here to let Google Maps give you turn by turn directions
From The Aerospace Corporation:







NEWSLETTER DEADLINE
Fall 2019 Issue

Take El Segundo Blvd east to Aviation Blvd

(~600 words — or less — preferred)
E-mail to:
aeroretirees@gmail.com
Or mail to:
Aerospace Retiree’s Club
Attn: Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245

Turn right and go 4.1 miles south to PCH (CA-1 S)
Turn left and go 0.6 miles to Herondo Street
Turn right and go 0.4 miles to N Harbor Drive
Turn left and the Bluewater Grill will be on your right

If you wish to contact us:
 Use the Contact Us link on our website
 Send an e-mail to:
aeroretirees@gmail.com
 Use the Club’s P.O. address:
Aerospace Retirees’ Club
Attn: Newsletter Editor
P.O. Box 2194
El Segundo, CA 90245
 Call the ARC voicemail:
310-336-2582
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